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Incartamento n.28— Relazioni dell’ Europa col Giappone —I n.1
Il Ministro del Re al Giappone al Ministro degli Affari Esteri
Yokohama, 21 gennaio 1871 ric: 21 marzo

Signor Ministro, E oggi mio dovere I’ informare I' E.V. di un fatto
doloroso ultimamente successo a Tokio. I sigg. ri Dallas e Ring, sudditi
inglesi, professori nel Collegio giapponese chiamato Kaisedgio, furono,
la sera del 13 corrente, alle 8 1/2, proditoriamente assaliti alle spalle, in
una strada di Yedo, da ignoti giapponesi. Gli assalitori, dopo aver in-
ferto gravi ferite colla sciabola che & qui prerogativa della classe ufficia-
le, favoriti dalla oscurita poterono tosto involarsi ad ogni ricerca. Lo
stato dei sigg.ri Dallas e Ring, sebbene alquanto aggravato, di ora
speranza di guarigione.

Il Ministro degli Esteri giapponese si affrettdo a comunicare con nota

circolare ai rappresentanti esteri il doloroso avvenimento, assieme al
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proprio rincrescimento. Tale dicastero accerto pure che si erano prese
tutte le possibili misure per larresto dei delinquenti, ed, a quanto mi é
noto, sembra realmente che nulla siasi trascurato all’ uopo. Cionulla-
meno, sinora ogni indagine ¢é rimasta infruttuosa.

Il corpo diplomatico, nell’ ultima delle sue solite adunanze, pur ri-
conoscendo in questo argomento il buon volere del governo locale, giu-
dico esser venuta opportuna 1 occasione per insistere presso il
Ministero giapponese allo scopo di ottenere misure necessarie di pre-
cauzioni contro la classe pericolosa degli uomini a due spade, e, all’
uopo, anche il loro parziale disarmamento.

Si stabili in conseguenza di dirigere in risposta al dispaccio da Tokio
la nota identica di cui ho qui I onore di allegare Ila versione all’ E.V.

Gradisca, etc. firm. F¢”
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Annesso

Alle SS. EE. i Ministri degli Affari Esteri di S.M. il Tenno

/traduzione/ Yokohama, 20 gennaio 1871

Eccellenze. Il sottoscritto ha considerato coi suoi colleghi Ia nota cir-
colare che le SS. EE. hanno indirizzato ai rappresentanti esteri circa la
grassazione commessa contro I due sudditi inglesi Dallas e Ring, men-
tre camminavano in quella parte della strada principale di Yedo chia-
mata Kanda Nabecho, alle ore 8 1/2 circa nella sera del 13 corrente.

11 sottoscritto ha lonore di constatare in risposta alle SS. EE. che i
rappresentanti esteri hanno udito questo misfatto con profondo rin-
crescimento. Essi avevano sperato che lo stabilirsi del governo di S.M.
il Tenno sarebbe stato distinto per la cessazione degli attacchi contro la
vita dei forestieri, e dessi deplorano quindi di vedere nel caso presente
una ripetizione di delitto si’ grave.

I due inglesi non avevano provocato 1’ assalto; essi camminavano
tranquillamente nella strada, quando uno o pin giapponesi strisciarono

dietro di loro favoriti dall’ oscurita e li stesero a terra colle lunghe
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spade abitualmente portate dalla classe armata.

Egli ¢ troppo evidente a tutti i rappresentanti esteri che nei ranghi
della classe giapponese dalle due spade vi sono uomini pronti ad ado-
perare le loro armi pegli scopi peggiori, e che non si peritano di to-
gliere la vita ai loro simili. Egli é ugualmente evidente che questa
disposizione al delitto é grandemente incoraggiata dal poco ritegno che
questi uomini pericolosi sono soggetti, e dal permesso loro dato di por-
tare in ogni occasione le loro armi micidiali. La spada dovrebbe essere
un simbolo di onore e distinzione, e solamente affidata a quelli che non
la disonoreranno.

Ma quanto di frequente si possono vedere nelle strade di Yedo
uomini della classe a due spade in uno stato di eccitazione, minaccianti
colle loro armi persone inermi, e calando fendenti ai cani, o commet-
tendo altre stranezze. Per certo, questi uomini non sono degni del privi-
legio di portare armi, e come puo il governo, che cio loro permette,
rigettare la responsabilita delle violenze ch’ essi commettono?

1l sottoscritto confida che le misure ora prese dal governo per trarre
in giudizio I giapponesi che assalirono i sigg.ri Dallas e Ring, risulte-
ranno in breve coronate dal successo, siccome il valore della punizione,
in caso tanto grave, dipende grandemente dalla prontezza con cui essa
é inflitta. Ma i rappresentanti esteri stimano che la pena dovuta nel
caso presente non bastera da sola a proteggere i loro connazionall, in
Yedo od altrove, contro il ripetersi di violenze di tal sorta, e dessi con-
siderano quindi che é dovere del gov.o giapponese il prendere misure
piu risolute di quelle sinora adottate per sorvegliare gli uomini turbo-
lenti della classe a due spade. FEgli é ovvio che molto pericolo sarebbe

evitato se agli ufficiali solamente fosse lecito di portare abitualmente le
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loro spade, e se agli uomini della classe comune fosse proibito di cin-
gere queste armi, eccetto che per adoperarle in qualche pubblico
servizio.

1 rappresentanti esteri si considerano percio in dovere di sollecitare
seriamente il gov.o giapponese all’ adozione di una misura di tal natura.
Se esso se ne astenesse in considerazione del disturbo che pud deri-
varne, gli conviene riflettere al repentaglio cui si esporrd permettendo
siano messe in pericolo le vite dei sudditi e cittadini di tutte le potenze
che hanno trattati col Giappone, da una classe particolare di giapponesi
facinorosi, ed ai rimproveri che tali persone suscitano contro il loro
paese, con misfatti della sorta di quelli di cui ora si lagnano i rappresen-

tanti esterl,
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“The Japan Weekly Mail”, 14" January 1871 (Sat.)

YESTERDAY evening about half past eight as Mr. DALLAS and Mr.
RINGCK were walking in Yedo, they were cut down under circumstances
which renders the event one of the greatest importance to foreigners.
They had started from the Kaisejo on a visit to a French gentleman, ac-
companied by two Yaconins. On arriving at the Su- kie— j1c' they dispensed
with the further services of the Yaconins and proceeded on their way.

They had just passed the Nippon Bashi when they were cut down from
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behind by two ruffians, the blows taking effect on the back, from the
head almost to the hips. The miscreants at once disappeared, and Mr.
DALILAS and Mr. RI?V]GCK went into a paper store. A Japanese physician
who saw their wounds pronounced them fatal, but Dr. WHEELER of the
Legation, considers that they will soon be healed. At the paper store
they had their wounds bound with paper to stop the blood, and they sub-
sequently reached home. It is fortunate in the extreme that the wounds
are not likely to be dangerous; but notwithstanding that no life has
been lost, it shows that it is not yet safe to travel in Yedo without
guards. There are a number of ill disposed persons about, who still look
upon the murder of a foreigner as a meritorious action, and it therefore
behoves every one to be constantly watchful. Following, as it does, al-
most directly after the notification by Sir HARRY PARKES that it is safe
to travel in and around Yedo without guards the cutting down of Mr.
DALLAS and Mr. RI}V’GCK strikes us as being peculiarly significant. The
notification was at least intended to induce greater confidence on the
part of the foreigners, and now we find it misplaced. We doubt not that
Sir HARRY PARKES issued the notification in all confidence; but never-
theless it shows that we must take these notifications as to the disposi-
tion of the Japanese cum grano. Residents in Yedo are by no mean safe
without the usual guard, and the misfortune to Mr. DALLAS and Mr.
RI_SNIGCK must at least teach us greater caution. We must not forget to
say that the would-be murderers escaped, and have not yet been appre-

hended?®.
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“The Japan Weekly Mail” 21* January 1871 (Sat.)

THERE must be a great lack of all chivalrous quality in the Japanese
mind when it permits of such attempts at assassination as those re-
cently made in Yedo. There is something inexpressibly vile in the con-
duct of men who will slink up behind an unexpecting adversary, cut
him down, and then betake themselves to fight. It is often found that
the abitual wearing of weapons, although it readily incites to quarrelling
and bloodshed, brings with it very generous views as to the occasions
on which such weapons may be used, or the circumstances under
which their use would be disgraceful. Among the Japanese it seems oth-
erwise. They will hack the Ilimbs of a beheaded corpse still quivering
with muscular contraction, they try their swords on the pariah dogs
which infest the towns, without any feeling that it is cruel to do so, and
they will attack men behind their backs in a manner which demon-
strates the entire absence from their minds of all generosity in antago-
nism. What shall cure this? The social revolution now slowly at work
may gradually diminish the number of the two-sworded men, but so
long as they abound as they now do, and are retainers or hangers-on of
men openly or disguisedly opposed to us, danger to foreigners from
them is inevitable. Meanwhile the country is far safer for us than the
towns, which are to some extent undeniably dangerous. A notification
published elsewhere in regard to the limits within which foreigners re-
siding at Yedo may make excursions is worthy of notice. It seems to
have been framed with a good deal of consideration towards us, our hab-

its, customs and curious or enquiring dispositions, and it may be re-
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marked that it says nothing about what it may be safe to do in Yedo,
but simply that the Japanese authorities had withdrawn the objections,
hitherto officially urged, to foreigners go to the extent of the country
limits named in November 1867. These objections of course were made
while the country was in a state of civil war, and the fact that they are
now withdrawn shows that the Government considers itself strong
enough to ensure in a general way the safety of foreigners traveling for
pleasure within the prescribed limits. But foreigners would still do well
to remember that their safety depends largely upon their own conduct.
The dismissal of their guards is extremely imprudent, and any act tend-
ing to produce irritation among the people is to be deprecated warmly.
Furopeans are a little too prone to disregard the feelings, the preju-
dices, and the customs of Asiatics, and difficulties often arise from the
want of that consideration on the part of foreigners towards the natives
of these countries, which a little thought would at once suggest as both

politic and humane®.
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Statements of Mess.rs Dallas and Ring, in reference to the attack
made on them in the main street of Yedo on the 13% of January 1871
taken down by Mr. Hall, in charge of Yedo Vice-Consulate.

Mr. Dallas’s statement

A few months ago, in deference to Mr. Verbeck's wishes, I sent away
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my girl from the Kaiseijo. When Ring came to the Kaiseijo we lived to-
gether and a short time ago we agreed to hire a house for our girls in
Tsukiji. It was in order to complete the arrangements — about the lease
etc. that Ring and I came into Tsukiji on Friday Evening, so that we
might see the girls properly lodged and settled in the course of the fol-
lowing day (Saturday the 14®) Ring rode in first, with a guard; I fol-
lowed in a trap with Koidzumi shortly after. We did not want the guards
to know what business we were on, so we went to Dubousquet’s house
and there sent back the trap with the guards, telling them that we were
going to dine and sleep in Tsukiji and go on to Yokohama next morn-
ing. From Dubousquet’s we went to the house where Ring’s girl lived,
and brought her along with us. Our intention was to go on to a tea-
house near to where my girl was stopping and have dinner there, send-
ing Koidzumi to bring my girl to join us. Our path lay partly by the
main road. For most part of the way Koidzumi and I walked together in
front, Ring and his girl following a few paces behind. In crossing the Ni-
honbashi the candle of our lantern was blown out by the wind, and was
not relighted. We walked on in this way for some distance, when Ring
called me to his side to ask the girl some questions, as I could speak
Japanese more fluently than he. I had just fallen back a pace or two and
Joined them, leaving Koidzumi to walk on in front, and was about begin-
ning the conversation, when the attack occurred. We were walking
nearly in he middle of the road, I on the right side, Ring on the left, the
girl being between us, when I received a heavy stunning blow, as of a
bat, along the neck and shoulder. I staged forward two or three paces,
and was about to stop and try to recover my senses clearly, when I

heard Ring exclaim “I'm cut, let us run.” We ran on together, as nearly
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as I can judge, about 100 or perhaps 120 yards, and stopped at a house
which I observed to be lighted up inside. I knocked and pushed open
the door, and we entered. I told the people of the house we had been
cut by ronins, and asked them to call yakunins and send for a doctor.
They readily complied with our request and showed us the utmost atten-
tion.

It was quite dark when we were attacked, but there seemed to be no
lack of people passing to and fro, and the noise of the wooden clogs

was like that heard in a tolerably busy street.

Mr.Ring’s statement.

After getting the cut on my shoulder I sung out “We're cut, let us
run” and I ran about ten or fifteen paces, veering in to the right side of
the road, when I received a second cut, the lower one, on my back. Ob-
serving Dallas taking to the left side of the road, I followed, and we ran
on together. From where I received the second cut to the house at
which we stopped was not, I think, more than twenty or thirty yards. I
don't think I could have run much further, for I felt as if I were half cut

in two.”
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