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In the Crosshairs
Raccoons shot in Germany

Source: German Hunting Association (DIV)
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Raccoon (Procyon lotor) Invasion over the Earth
(1) Current Situation Survey in Europe

Yumi Hasegawa' and Minoru Miyashita®

Raccoons, native to North America, are distributed across Japan and designated as an invasive alien species now.
Raccoons have also been an invasive species for over 80 years in Europe. They have colonized areas in Japan over
50 years and have caused ecological, agricultural and cultural property damage (to places such as shrines or temples).
The reason we launched this research is that it is essential for raccoon control to study the European precedents,
including the process of habitat invasion and also the current situation. In 1995, raccoons were found in only nine
countries outside of their countries of origin, such as Germany, Poland, The Netherlands, France, and Russia et
cetera, but this research found that they had expanded to 25 countries including Italy, and over the Alps to
Switzerland, across the Straits of Dover to England, to the Baltic states, the Nordic and Eastern European countries,
to a total of 33 nations.
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