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ResultsofPilotTeststhatMeasureCompetenciesof

EnglishTeachersinJapaneseElementarySchools

MaiMatsunaga

AbstractThedevelopmentandresultsofthepilotEnglishproficiencyandteachingskillstestsfor

EnglishteachersinJapaneseelementaryschoolsaredescribedinthispaper.Inordertomeasurecurrent

levelsoforalproficiencyandteachingskillsofelementaryschoolteachers,alisteningtestandaninter-

viewtestinEnglishweredeveloped.Thelisteningtestconsistedofquestionsadaptedfromalisteningsec-

tionoftheEIKENtestgrade3(Obunsha,2007).Theinterviewtestconsistedoftwoparts:thefirstpart

testedoralskills,especiallyspeakingskills;andthesecondparttestedteachingskills.Sevenin-serviceele-

mentaryschoolteacherstookthepilottestsinfall,2008.Tosumuptheresultsofthepilottests,thepar-

ticipantstendedtoachievehighlevelsinthelisteningandconversationsectionswhiletheytendedtovary

intheirskillsinansweringquestionsonaparagraph,andteachingEnglish.Basedontheresultsand

analysisofthepilottests,arevisedversionwillbedevelopedforthesecondpilottests.

Keywords:pilottests,competencies,elementaryschoolEnglishteachers

小学校における日本人英語指導者を対象とした資質測定テス トの結果

松 永 舞

要旨 この論文では、小学校における日本人英語指導者を対象として作成、実施した資質測定パイロットテス

トの結果を報告している。主にオーラルスキルと英語による指導力を測定するために作成されたパイロットテ

ストは、 リスニングテス トとインタビューテス トの2種 類から構成されている。 リスニングテス トは実用英語

技能検定試験(英 検)3級 の問題を使用する(Obunsha,2007)。 イ ンタビューテス トはスピーキング能力を

測定するパー ト、指導力を測定するパー トの2部 構成である。完成したパイロットテス トは2008年 秋 に7名 の

現職小学校教師を対象に実施された。結果をまとめると、参加者全体的にリスニングカ、会話力は比較的高い

一方で
、パラグラフに関する質問への英語での応答、英語で指導する部分では個人差が目立った。今後は、今

回のパイロットテス トの結果分析をもとにテス トを改善し、2回 目のパイロットテス トを実施する予定である。

キ ー ワー ド パ イ ロ ッ トテ ス ト、 資 質 、 小 学 校 英 語 指 導 者
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PurposeofResearch

InMarch2008,theMinistryofEducation,Culture,Sports,Scienceand

Technology(MEXT)introducedanewcourseofstudyfortheelementaryschoollevel,

whichincludedinformationaboutallclassesofferedinJapaneseelementaryschools.

ThiscourseofstudywillbeputintoeffectattheelementaryschoollevelinApril,

2011.Withinthisnewcourseofstudy,allfifthandsixthgraderswillberequiredto

haveaforeignlanguageclass,i.e.,Englishclass,onceaweek.Therearethreebasicob-

jectivestothenewcourseofstudy:(a)tofosterunderstandingoflanguagesandcu1-

tures,(b)topromoteactiveparticipationincommunication,and(c>todevelopbasic

communicationskills(MEXT,2008a,2008b).

WhileEnglishactivitieswillberequiredatelementaryschools,theissueover

qualityofteachinghasbeenoneoftheobstacleselementaryschoolshavefaced.In

otherwords,thelevelofEnglishteachersintermsoftheirEnglishabilityandteach-

ingskillshasbeenatthecenterofdiscussionamongresearchers(e.g.,Butler,2005;

Higuchi,Kanamori,&Kunikata,2005).Theimportanceofthisissueoverthequality

ofEnglishteachingatJapaneseelementaryschoolshasmotivatedtheauthorofthis

papertoconducta4-stepstudyinanattempttoimprovecompetenceofelementary

schoolEnglishteachers.Andthefourstepsare:(a)clarifyingstandardsofcompeten-

ciesofJapaneseelementaryEnglishteachersthroughorganizingpreviousresearch

results,(b)organizinginformationaboutexaminationsonthesecompetenciesof

EnglishteachersdevelopedinJapanandothercountries,(c)developingandimple-

mentingpilotexaminationsthatevaluatecompetenciesthatJapaneseelementary

schoolEnglishteachersshouldacquire,and(d)eventually,revisingtheexaminations

basedonananalysisoftheresultsandfeedbackfrompilottest-takers.

Matsunaga(2008a),asafirststepinthe4-stepstudy,investigatedlevelsofcom-

petenciesJapaneseelementaryschoolEnglishteachersneedtoobtain,throughexam-

iningthecurrentsituationofEnglisheducationatpublicelementaryschools,and

organizingpreviousresearchresults.Followingthefirststep,Matsunaga(2008b),as

asecondstep,examinedtestsdevelopedinJapanandothercountriesthatwerede-

signedtomeasurethecompetenciesofforeignlanguageteachers.Moreover,

Matsunaga(2008b,2009a),asathirdstep,introducedanoutlineofmeasuringinstru-

mentssheplannedtocreatethatwouldevaluatethecompetenciesofEnglishteachers

inJapaneseelementaryschools.Shealsoproposedarubricofcompetencelevels,which

wouldbeemployedintheevaluationprocess.Furthermore,inMatsunaga(2009b),also
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aspartofthethirdstep,pilotteststhattheauthorcompletedbasedontheoutline

wereintroduced.Then,inthispaper,shewillreporttheresultsofthesepilottestsad-

ministeredtosevenin-serviceelementaryschoolteachersinfal1,2008.

PilotTests

TestRationale

Usingtwomeasuringinstruments,alisteningtestandanindividualinterview

inEnglish,currentlevelsofEnglishlanguageabilityandteachingskillsofin-service

JapaneseEnglishteachersattheelementaryschoollevelwillbeexamined.

Participants,in-serviceteachers,areexpectedtovaryintheirbackgroundofrelevant

knowledgeorexperiencesuchasyearsofteachingEnglish,experienceabroad,orex-

perienceinattendingteachertrainingsessions.Throughtheuseofthesemeasuring

instruments,theparticipantswillbeabletorecognizetheircurrentlevelofEnglish

andteachingskills,andusetheresultsforfurtherimprovements.Theresultswillbe

beneficialnotonlyfortheparticipants,butalsoforresearchers,teachertrainers,

and/orgovernmentofficialswhoareinchargeofelementaryschoolEnglisheducation

becausetheresultscanbeusedassourcestogainanunderstandingofthecurrent

levelofin-serviceteachers,todevelopplanstoimprovethesituation,and/ortoorgan-

1zeapPrOprlatetralnlngSeSS10nS.

ContentSelection

AjobanalysisofelementaryschoolEnglishteacherswasconducted,usingan

inventorytheLanguageTestingResearchCenter(LTRC)attheUniversityof

MelbournedevelopedbasedonEllis's(1984)inventoryofteachertasks(Elder,1994).

TheLTRC'sinventoryincludedthreemajorcategoriesofteachertasks:(a)interac-

tionsinvolvingpedagogicgoalswhichincludedmedium-orientedinteractionssuchas

modelingthetargetlanguage,message-orientedinteractionssuchasexplainingpro-

cesses,andactivity-orientedinteractionssuchasgivinginstructionsforagame;(b)in-

teractionsinvolvingframeworkgoalssuchasdiscipliningstudents;and(c)extra-

classroomuseoftargetlanguagewhichincludedpreparingthelesson,interacting

withmembersoftheschoolcommunitysuchastalkingtoindividualstudentsabout

theirprogressordifficulties,andprofessionaldevelopmentsuchasreadingprofes-

sionaljournals.BasedontheLTRC'sinventory,alistofpossibletestorinterview

itemsforthisstudywascreatedbytheauthor.Then,thelistwasexaminedbytwo
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groupsinordertoconfirmcontentvalidity:(a)twouniversityteacherswhodore-

searchonelementaryschoolEnglisheducation,andalsohadteachingexperienceat

theelementaryschoolleve1,and(b)twoin-serviceelementaryschoolEnglishteachers.

Throughthisprocess,theitemswererefinedtoreflectwhatwasexpectedofJapanese

elementaryschoolEnglishteachers.

Development()fSpeClfications

Testcontentandformat

Inordertomeasureparticipants'oralproficiencyandteachingskills,alisten-

ingtestandaninterviewinEnglishwereconducted.Thelisteningtestconsistedof

questionsadaptedfromalisteningsectionoftheEIKENtestgrade3(Obunsha,2007

[seeMatsunaga,2008bformoredetai1]),andwasgiventoallparticipantsinthesame

room.Theinterviewconsistedoftwoparts:thefirstparttestedoralskills,especially

speakingskills,andthesecondparttestedteachingskills.Theinterviewwasgivenin-

dividuallybyaninterviewerandaraterforabout15minutes.Thefirstpartincluded

itemssuchasawarm-up,everydayconversation,andreadingaparagraph-longstory

aloudandansweringquestionsaboutthestory.Thisfirstpartwasmeanttotestcon-

tentandmanneroforalEnglish.Inotherwords,thispartexaminednotonlyoverall

effectiveness,butalsoaccuracyofsentencemasteryandvocabulary,andcontrolof

fluencyandpronunciationoforalproduction(e.g.,CouncilofEurope,2001;Harcourt

Assessment,2007).Thesecondpartincludeditemssuchasgivinginstructionsofa

game,oractingoutadialoguewithaninterviewer.Thispartexaminedoveralltask

fulfillmentandcompleteness,recognitionofstudentlevel,useofinstructivelanguage,

andfluency(SEAMEO-RELC,NLLIALTRC,&IKIP,1997).Theoutlineoftheinter-

viewtestisshowninTable1(seeMatsunaga,2009bforacompleteinterviewtest).

Table1.Theoutlineoftheinterviewtest(Matsunaga,2009b)

Sections Contents Details Time

Speakingskills

I warm-up

COnverSat10n greetlngS,

Q&A

1minute

ll readingaloud,

Q&A

readingashortparagraph

aloud,

Q&Aabouttheparagraph

1minute&30

seconds

Teachingskills

I givinginstructionsfora

game

5minutes

ll modelingadialogue 3minutes
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Competencelevelsandrubrics

Listeningskills,speakingskills,andteachingskillswereseparatelyassessed

usingdifferentcriteria.First,thelisteningskillswereassessedbasedonanumerical

scoreofcorrectresponsestothetotaltestitems.Fourlevelswereemployedforthelis-

teningscore:(a>1evelone,1essthan50%ofthetotalscore;(b>1eveltwo,50%to59%;

(c)1evelthree,60%to69%;and(d)levelfour,morethan70%,withlevelthreebeingset

asasatisfactoryleve1.Second,speakingskillswereassessedbasedonthefollowingsix

criteria:(a)overalleffectiveness,(b)vocabulary,(c)grammar,(d>fluency,(e)coherence,

and(f)pronunciation.Then,aholisticaspect,i.e.,(a>,andanalyticaspects,i.e.,(b),(c),

(d),(e),and(f),ofthespokenlanguageuseofeachtaskwereaddedandtheaverage

scorewascalculatedasaspeakingscore.Fourlevelswereemployedforthespeaking

score:(a)levelone,lessthan60%;(b)1eveltwo,60%to69%;(c)1evelthree,70%to79%;

and(d)levelfour,morethan80%,withlevelthreebeingsetasasatisfactorylevel.

Finally,teachingskillswereassessedbasedonthefollowingfourcriteria:(a)overall

taskfulfillment,(b)recognitionofstudentleve1,(c)instructionallanguage,and(d)flu-

ency.Then,aholisticaspect,i.e.,(a),andanalyticaspects,i.e.,(b),(c),and(d),ofthe

teachingskillsofeachtaskwereaddedandtheaveragescorewascalculatedasa

teachingskillsscore.Fourlevelswereemployedfortheteachingskillsscore:(a)level

one,lessthan60%;(b)1eveltwo,60%to69%;(c)1evelthree,70%to79%;and(d)1evel

four,morethan80%,withlevelthreebeingsetasasatisfactorylevel.

Moreover,theauthordevelopedrubricsforthethreeskills,i.e.,1istening,

speaking,andteachingskills,whichwereusedintheevaluationprocess.Inthedeve1-

opmentoftherubrics,theCommonEuropeanFramework(CEF)(CouncilofEurope,

2001),theCanadianLanguageBenchmarks(CLB)(Smith,2002),andtheSEAMEO-

RELC,NLLIALTRC,&IKIPScriteria(1997)wereusedasreferences.Inotherwords,

competencelevelsinthisstudycorrespondtothoseofthesethreereferences.TheCEF

issuitableasauniversalstandardsinceithasbeenusedworldwide.TheCLBisa

Canadianstandardusedfordescribing,measuringandrecognizingthesecondlan-

guageproficiencyofadultimmigrantsorprospectiveimmigrantsforlivingandwork-

inginCanada,anditprovidesadescriptivescaleofcommunicativeproficiencyin

Englishasasecondlanguage,coveringfourskillareas(CenterforCLB,retrievedin

2007).SincetheCLBgivesconcretedescriptionsofstandardsorcriteriathatmatchthe

CEFscalesofoverallproficiency,itisusedinthestudyinadditiontotheCEF.The

SEAMEO-RELC,NLLIALTRC,&IKIPScriteriaisusedasthecorresponding
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referenceforteachingskillsinthestudy(seeMatsunaga,2009a,2009bformoreinfor-

mationontheCEF,CLB,&SEAMEO-RELC,NLLIALTRC,&IKIPScriteria,andthe

OriginalrUbriCS).

SelectionandTraining(ゾRo'θ 君∫

Oneinterviewerandraterwereselectedfortheadministeringofthepilotver.

sioninterview.TheywereJapaneseuniversityEnglishteacherswhohaveahighlevel

oforalproficiencyinEnglish.Theytooktrainingsessionsbeforehandontherationale

andspecificationsoftheinstruments,focusingespeciallyontheratingscalesforthe

interview.Moreover,theyhadachancetoactuallyratesampleinterviewsforpractice.

Intheactualadministeringoftheinterviews,eachinterviewwasconductedbybothan

interviewerandarater,andwasvideo-recorded.Aftertheinitialinterview,theorigi-

nalinterviewerandraterreviewedthevideo-recordingandre-ratedittogether.Ifthey

disagreedontheirrating,theydiscussedituntiltheyagreedonthesamerating.

ResultsofthePilotTests

Itisnotpossibletostatisticallygeneralizetheresultsofthepilottestsforall

elementaryschoolEnglishteachersinJapanbecauseofalimitednumberofpartici-

pants(atotalofsevenparticipants).However,theauthorstillbelievesthatitisworth-

whiletostatisticallyprocesstheresultsofthepilottestsinordertodescribethe

overalltendencyamongtheparticipants,andpossiblyofelementaryschoolteachers

ingenera1.

Method

Participantsandtherecruitmentprocedure

AteachertrainerinHigashi-Osakacity,Osaka,helpedtorecruitparticipants

forthepilottests.Herecruitedsevenin-serviceelementaryschoolteachersinthedis-

trict.Theparticipantswereallregularhomeroomteachersoffifthorsixthgraders

fromvariousschoolsinthedistrict,andwereteachingEnglishashomeroomteachers

atthetimeoftesting.Fiveoftheteacherswerefemaleandtwoofthemweremale.

TheirageandEnglishteachingexperiencevaried.Sincealltheparticipantswerelead-

ersofEnglisheducationattheirschools,theleveloftheirEnglishproficiencyor

teachingskillswasexpectedtobehigherthanthatoftheaverageelementaryschool

teachers.
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Procedures

ThepilottestswereadministeredafteraseminarbytheHigashi-OsakaBoard

ofEducationinfall,2008.Thelisteningtestwasadministeredfirstforabout40min-

utes,andtheneachparticipanttookaninterviewtestwithaninterviewerandarater

forabout15minutes.Alltheinterviewswereadministeredbythesameinterviewer

andrater.Inaddition,allinterviewswerevideo-recordedwithpermissionbythepar-

t1Clpants.

Resultsanddiscussion

Listeningtest

AsTable2shows,theaveragetotalscoreofthelisteningtestsurpassedapass-

ingscore,whichwassetat18points(60%).Inaddition,sixoutofthesevenpartici-

pantsgainedthepassingscoreandfiveofthemobtainedthescorenecessaryforlevel

four(thehighestlevel),i.e.,morethan21points(over70%).Theseresultsrevealed

thatthemajorityoftheparticipantshadtheleveloflisteningskillsthatwasconsid-

eredasarequirementtobeasuccessfulEnglishteacherattheelementaryschoollevel

inthisstudy.Consideringthefactthattheparticipantsorgeneralelementaryschool

teachersusuallyhaveauniversitydegree,thelisteningtestemployedinthisstudy,

whichtestsjuniorhighschoollevelEnglish,mayhavebeenrathereasyforthepartici-

pants.However,sincealltheparticipantswereleadersofEnglisheducationattheir

schools,theleveloftheirlisteningskillsmayhavebeenhigherthanthatofaverage

elementaryschoolteachers.

Table2.MeansandStandardDeviationsプbrListeningTestScores

M 肋

Sectionl

Section2

Section3

8.43

7.71

8.57

1.72

2.36

1.40

Total 24.71 4.92

ハ/ote.Typesofquestionswerethefollowing:section1,questionsand

responses;section2,shortconversations;andsection3,pas-

sages.Eachsectionhad10questions,andeachquestionhadl

point,makingthehighestpossibletotalscore30points.There

weresevenparticipantsforthetest.
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Interviewtest,speakingskillstest

Thespeakingskillstestconsistedoftwosections:aconversation,andreading

aparagraphaloudandansweringquestions.Theformerincludedtwoparts:greet-

ings,andquestionsandresponses.Thelatteralsoincludedtwoparts:readingashort

paragraphaloud,andansweringthreequestionsabouttheparagraph.Lookingatthe

averagetotalscoreofspeakingskillsinTable3,theaveragetotalscoresurpasseda

passingscore,whichwassetat70points(1evelthree).Fouroutofthesevenpartici-

pantsgainedthepassingscoreandthreeofthemobtainedthescorenecessaryforlevel

four(thehighestleve1),i.e.,morethan80points(over80%);ontheotherhand,one

participantwasassessedatleveltwo,i.e.,1essthan70points(below70%)andtwopar-

ticipantswereassessedatlevelone,i.e.,1essthan60points(below60%).Sincethepar-

ticipantsinthispilottestwerethoughttohaveahigherlevelofEnglishproficiency

thanthatofaverageelementaryschoolteachers,itwasassumedthataverageelemen-

taryschoolteacherswouldnotreachalevelwhichwasashighasthatofthesepartici-

pants.

LookingattheresultsoftheconversationsectioninTable3,theaveragetotal

scoresurpassedapassingscore,whichwassetat70points(1evelthree).Moreover,the

averagescoresofbothpartsintheconversationsection,i.e.,greetings,andquestions

andresponses,surpassedthepassingscore,whichwassetat70points(levelthree).

Furthermore,sixoutofthesevenparticipantsgainedthepassingscoreandfiveof

themobtainedthescorenecessaryforlevelfour(thehighestleve1),i.e.,morethan80

points(over80%).Theseresultsrevealedthatthemajorityoftheparticipantshad

goodcontrolofeverydayEnglishconversation.

Lookingattheresultsofthesection,readingaparagraphaloudandanswering

questions,inTable3,theaveragetotalscorefellshortofapassingscore,whichwas

setat70points(levelthree).Fouroutofthesevenparticipantsgainedthepassing

scoreandthreeofthemobtainedthescorenecessaryforlevelfour(thehighestleve1),

i.e.,morethan80points(over80%);ontheotherhand,threeparticipantswereas-

sessedatlevelone,i.e.,1essthan60points(below60%).AsTable4shows,thisdiscrep-

ancyinscoresoftheparticipantswasduetothefactthatthosewhoachievedhigher

levelsgainedhighscoresinthepart,answeringquestions;onthecontrary,thosewho

achievedlowerlevelsgainedlowscoresinthesamepart.Thereweremainlythreerea-

sonsfortheirlowscoresinthepart,answeringquestions:(a)theydidnotunderstand

thequestions(i.e.,problemswithlisteningskills),(b)theydidnotfindtheanswersin
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theparagraph(i.e.,problemswithreadingskills>,or(c)theycouldnotexpresstheir

answersinEnglish(i.e.,problemswithspeakingskills).Sincethispartrequiredinte-

gratedskillsincludingallthreeoftheseskills,itwasassumedthatsomeofthepartici-

pantsfoundthepartbeyondtheirability.Withthedevelopmentofstudents'

communicationskillsbeingoneoftheobjectivesinEnglishactivitiesattheelemen-

taryschoollevel,thedevelopmentofteachers'communicationskills,especiallytheir

listeningandspeakingskills,willbecrucialforsuccessfulimplementationofthepro-

grams.Ontheotherhand,theaveragescoreforthepart,readingaparagraphaloud,

surpassedthepassingscore,whichwassetat70points(levelthree);allthepartici-

pantsreachedthehighestleve1,1evelfour,inthispart.Thisresultrevealedthatallthe

participantshadgoodcontrolofreadingashortparagraphaloudwithappropriate

pronunciation,intonation,andfluencytobeamodelfortheirstudents.Considering

thefactthattheparagraphinthetestwasshortandsetatthelevelofjuniorhigh

schoolEnglish,itmayhavebeenrathereasyfortheparticipantsorelementaryschool

teachersingeneral.

Table3.MeansandStandardDeviationsプbrSpeakingSki〃sTestScores

M の

SpeakingskillsTotal

ConversationTotal

Greetings

QAs

Readingaloud&QAsTotal

Readingaloud

QAs

70.29

79.86

79.86

73.86

64.57

80.0

59.43

10.84

10.11

0.38

14.97

17.50

0.0

23.34

Note.Thespeakingskillstestconsistedoftwosections:conversation,andreadinga

paragraphaloudandansweringquestions.Theformerincludedgreetings,and

questionsandanswers.Thelatterincludedreadingashortparagraphaloud,

andansweringquestionsabouttheparagraph.Thehighestpossiblescoreof

eachcategorywas80points.Thereweresevenparticipantsforthetest.

Interviewtest,teachingskillstest

Theteachingskillstestconsistedoftwosections:givinginstructionsfora

game,andmodelingadialogue.LookingatthetotalscoreofteachingskillsinTable

4,theaveragescorefellshortofapassingscore,whichwassetat70points(1evel

three).Thisratherlowaveragecanbeattributedtoalargegapinscoresbetweenthe

higherlevelparticipantsandthelowerlevelparticipants,withthelattergroup
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scoringextremelylow.Fouroutofthesevenparticipantsgainedthepassingscoreand

twoofthemobtainedthescorenecessaryforlevelfour(thehighestlevel),i.e.,more

than80points(over80%);ontheotherhand,oneparticipantwasassessedatleveltwo,

i.e.,1essthan70points(below70%),andtwoparticipantswereassessedatlevelone,

i.e.,lessthan60points(below60%).Sincetheparticipantsinthispilottestwere

thoughttohaveahigherlevelofteachingskillsthanthoseofaverageelementary

schoolteachers,itwasassumedthataverageelementaryschoolteacherswouldnot

reachalevelwhichwasashighasthatoftheseparticipants.

Lookingattheresultsofthesection,givinginstructionsforagame,inTable4,

theaveragescorefellshortofapassingscore,whichwassetat70points(levelthree).

Thisratherlowaveragewasduetoadiscrepancyinscoresoftheparticipants.Fiveof

thesevenparticipantsgainedthepassingscoreandtwoofthemobtainedthescore

necessaryforlevelfour(thehighestleve1),i.e.,morethan80points(over80%);onthe

otherhand,twooftheparticipantswereassessedatlevelone,i.e.,lessthan60points

(below60%).

Lookingattheresultsofthesection,modelingadialogue,inTable4,theaver-

agescorefellshortofapassingscore,whichwassetat70points(levelthree).This

ratherlowaveragewasduetoadiscrepancyinscoresoftheparticipants.Fourofthe

sevenparticipantsgainedthepassingscorewithtwoofthemobtainingthescorenec-

essaryforlevelfour(thehighestleve1),i.e.,morethan80points(over80%);onthe

otherhand,twooftheparticipantswereassessedatleveltwo,i.e.,1essthan70points

(below70%),andoneparticipantwasassessedatlevelone,i.e.,1essthan60points

(below60%).Inaddition,thosewhoachievedhigherlevelsinthesection,givingin-

structionsforagame,alsotendedtoachievehigherlevelsinthesection,modelinga

dialogue.

Throughtheadministrationofthepilotteachingskillstest,threeproblems

withthetestbecameevident.First,althoughthetestwasoriginallymeanttoevaluate

theparticipants'teachingskills,itevaluatedmoreoftheirEnglishproficiencythan

theirteachingskills.Inotherwords,thetesttendedtoevaluatehowfluentlythey

spokeEnglishratherthanhowwelltheyconveyednecessaryinformationtotheirstu-

dents.Second,thetestcardsthattheparticipantsreceivedforeachsectionincluded

toomuchinformationtoprocesswithinthetimetheyhadbeengiven.Thisalsoledthe

participantsonlytoreadouttheinstructionsordialogueinEnglish,notpayingtoo

muchattentiontothefactthattheyweresupposedtobetalkingtotheirstudents.
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Finally,thesection,modelingadialogue,didnotreflecttheparticipants'actualteach-

ingattheirschools.Thismeansthatmostparticipantsdidnotseemtounderstand

whattheywereaskedtodowiththedialoguealthoughtheinstructionsforthetest

wereexplainedonthecard.Keepingtheseproblemsinmind,thetestshouldberevised

tomoreeffectivelyassessteachingskills,andreflectactualteachingsituations.

Table4.MeansandStandardDeviationsプbrTeachingSkillsTestScores

M の

TeachingskillsTotal

Gameinstructions

Modelingadialogue

67.0

64.14

69.29

17.04

29.79

12.05

Note.Theteachingskillstestconsistedoftwosections:givinginstructionsfora

game,andmodelingadialogue.Thehighestpossiblescoreofeachsectionwas

80points.Thereweresevenparticipantsforthetest.

FinalRemarks

Theauthordevelopedpilotinstrumentsthatevaluatedthecompetenceof

EnglishteachersinJapaneseelementaryschools.Theseinstrumentsfocusedonoral

Englishabilityandteachingskills,andtherefore,theyincludedalisteningtestthat

evaluatedlisteningskills,andaninterviewtestinEnglishthatevaluatedspeakingand

teachingskills.Intheevaluationprocess,listeningskills,speakingskills,andteaching

skillswereseparatelyassessedusingdifferentcriteriaandleveldescriptions,which

correspondedtotheCEF,CLB,andSEAMEO-RELC,NLLIALTRC,&IKIPscales.In

thispaper,theresultsofthepilottestsweremainlydiscussed.

Sevenin-serviceelementaryschoolteachers,whoweretheleadersofEnglish

educationattheirschools,tookthetestsinfa11,2008.Regardingthelisteningtest,the

averagetotalscoresurpassedapassingscore,whichwassetat18points(60%).Inad-

dition,sixoutofthesevenparticipantsgainedthepassingscoreandfiveofthemob-

tainedthescorenecessaryforlevelfour(thehighestleve1),i.e.,morethan21points

(over70%).Theseresultsrevealedthatthemajorityoftheparticipantshadthelevel

oflisteningskillsthatwasconsideredasarequirementtobeasuccessfulEnglish

teacherattheelementaryschoollevelinthisstudy.Regardingthespeakingskillstest

intheinterviewtest,theoverallaveragespeakingskillsscoresurpassedapassing

score,whichwassetat70points(1evelthree).However,100kingattheresultsofthe

section,readingaparagraphaloudandansweringquestions,theaverageofthetota1
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scorefellshortofthepassingscore.Thiswasmainlyduetothefactthatthreepartici-

pantsachievedonlylowlevelsinthepart,answeringquestions,andthisfactlowered

theaveragescoreofthewholesection.Regardingtheteachingskillstestintheinter-

viewtest,theaveragetotalscoreofteachingskillsfellshortofapassingscore,which

wassetat70points(levelthree).Inaddition,theaveragescoreofeachsectioninthe

teachingskillstest,i.e.,givinginstructionsforagame,ormodelingadialogue,fell

shortofthepassingscore.Thisratherlowaveragewasduetoadiscrepancyinteach-

ingskillsoftheparticipants.Therefore,tosumuptheresultsofthepilottests,the

participantstendedtoachievehighlevelsinthelisteningandconversationsections

whiletheytendedtovaryintheirskillsinansweringquestionsonaparagraph,and

teachingEnglish.

Eventhoughthisstudyhadonlyalimitednumberofparticipants,andthere-

fore,thedatamaynotbestatisticallyvalid,theauthorbelievesthatthedatacanshow

anoveralltendencyofelementaryschoolteacherstoanextent.Basedontheresults

andanalysisofthepilottests,arevisedversionwillbedevelopedforthesecondpilot

tests.Majorrevisionswillhavetobemadeintheteachingskillstestinordertomore

appropriatelyreflectthelevelsetasnecessaryforasuccessfulEnglishteacheratthe

elementaryschoollevelinthestudy.Inotherwords,thelevelofthepilotteaching

skillstestwasratherhigh,andthetestcontentsdidnotnecessarilyreflectactual

teachingsituationsinelementaryschools.Theauthorhopesthatherstudyandmeas-

uringinstrumentswillcontributetoteacherdevelopmentandfurtherimprovements

inelementaryschoolEnglisheducationinJapan.
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