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The “A-ga B-wa C-suru” Construction in Japanese and
Floating Quantifiers

Takayuki Ishii

Abstract Though the Japanese sentence “A-ga B, C-suru,” in which B 1s a floating quantifier (FQ) as in
“Otoko-ga 3-nin, haittekita,” can grammatically be explained under Ishii (2007, 2008a, 2008b), it is impos-
sible to give a principled explanation to the sentence “A-ga B-wa C-suru” as in “Otoko-ga 3-nin-wa
haittekita” under the same framework. In this paper, in addition to two movements postulated in Ishii
(2008b) like adjuct movement and PP-internal movement, we will propose another two suggestions: ad-
junction movement and complement movement with a slight modification of base-generated positions of
FQ in order to solve this problem. As a result of our research, we have also succeeded in checking the
grammaticality of “Otoko-ga totsuzen 3-nin haittekita” or “Otoko-ga mise-de 3-gen nonda.” Simulta-
neously, it has become possible to confirm the mechanism of nominalization of FQ as in “3-nin-ga

haittekita” or the syntactic structure of “otoko-ga 3-nin to onna-ga 5-nin.”

Keywords: generative grammar, floating quantifier, checking theory, adjunction movement, complement

movement
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