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A Study on the Syntactic Behavior of Floating Quantifiers

Takayuki Ishii

Abstract The syntactic behavior of floating quantifiers has been so far explained by the mutually c-
commanding condition in which an FQ (floating quantifier) and the NP it modifies should be mutually c-
commanded; however, the same condition does not fully explain grammaticality concerning the following
two Japanese sentences: “Yuujin-ga 3-bon wain-wo mottekita.” and “Wain-wo 3-nin yuujin-ga mottekita.”
In this paper, “NP-FQ Checking Theory,” a checking theory consisting of Checker Condition and
Checking Condition, will be proposed to solve such a residual problem. The former condition will license
an NP to be a checker if the number of paths between the NP and its checkee, FQ, is 6 or less, and the lat-
ter will license the FQ to be grammatical if the FQ and its checker NP are co-indexed. It was shown
through this theory that a principled explanation could be given to various kinds of syntactic behavior of

floating quantifiers.

Keywords: Generative grammar, Floating quantifier, Checking theory, Paths, Co-indexation
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