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The Relations of the Japanese Particle “Wa” to Floating Quantifiers

Takayuki Ishii

Abstract As for the syntactic behavior of floating quantifiers, a satisfying explanation may be given to
some extent to the licensing of the maximal projection PP containing the Japanese particle “Ga” by the
Checking theory under the framework of Ishii (2007); however, it is hard to give a principled explanation
to the licensing of a PP containing “Wa.” For instance, it is difficult to explain why the sentence “Otoko-
wa 3-nin haittekita” is a bit strange in contrast with the fact of another sentence “Otoko-ga 3-nin
haittekita” being grammatical. To solve the problem at issue, in this paper, we clarified positions for the
base generation of floating quantifiers and proposed the mechanism of adjunct movements and PP-
internal movements. As a result, we have found that under the proposed theory, we can correctly predict
the grammaticality of a sentence with another phrase between a floating quantifier and its antecedent in

“Wo” -phrase preposing, not to mention the licensing of the syntactic behavior of “Wa” phrases.

Keywords: Generative grammar, Floating quantifier, Checking theory, Base generation, Adjunct move-

ment
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d. B»3IAA-TE,
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(5) BARFBOBFEIZ. KEBICBIAH(ERLBIENFEERLULEO T, £ Tid Postpositional Phrase % J&
BT BEEZ, ThWwABEA)E. RBFOHESEMRREILIZEDH, PP &9 3,
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MAE & 5,
ick v, BENTTbhcLE, BEIh3 FQ BEBETFER—HBEENESNL TR
WIRY . £ OMEIRFEGEMICEE LS T ETH B,

1.3. BEERICEIFIETORE
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VDB HiHEF. 2E 0. 74 VERANI A1 OLIT DO TIFIE LS,
FTHEF. b, (74 v ERADNIE ] OXITDNTIRIELLEL, E0dH DId.
A3 Q2007 ORA T, [34] OMBHMED V' AD PP KIS THE05
THb, 2%, B2b)DBEMNBFZL TNEDTH %,

71



IRAFRENASLE H25

Ba. 74 ERADIEFE-> T,
b. 74~j—P —PPi—IP — IP — T — &
| | |

% PP — PP VP—V — fF->TZ
| |
KN — P PP— 3%
| |
s ti

B2b) Tl (71 v] & T3X] OBMORBBITIZDOT, 714 /] BBEFLES
T TRAL & T38| oMoREES 9T, TKAL] bBAET LA S, AL,
F34&] &) FQIR. 262 bMAINALOT, XEMEREAEAL L, Zhi3H
KIZAHK LT, Eh ol 2, MINMEHSLELDOTH S,

FROZEZS (FQ OEEARALE &FAMMBENEM% LBEER) T, B X%
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