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Necessity of a policy standard for Red List of Threatened Species birds:

the case of Spizaetus nipalensis

Momoko GOTO and Mitsuhiro MAEGATA

Department Environmental Management, Faculty of Agriculture, Kinki University, 3327-204 Nakamachi Nara, 631-8505, Japan

Synopsis

Information about the habitats of birds, rare fauna and flora is being gathered in an attempt to avoid critical situations, including
extermination . In Japan, the Red Data Book (RDB) and policy decisions related to preserving domestic species by the law for
the conservation of endangered wild fauna and flora contain some of this information. In addition, some counter-measures for
the threatened species protection have been advanced in each prefecture. However, a policy for protection in large area is still
necessary, because birds with long-distance flight capacity often live in/fly around over neighboring prefectures or wider areas.

In this paper, based on our investigation of prefectural ordinances, we discuss the need for a policy standard. We emphasize
the endangered species Spizaetus nipalensis as being in need of such a policy standard. To date, a common policy for protection of
Spizaetus nipalensis has not existed at the local government level. In addition, no interchange of related information can be found in
the affected neighboring prefectures.

It is important to increase the opportunities to discuss the policy for protection among neighboring prefectures for the enactment
or the revision of the ordinance to solve the critical situation of Spizaetus nipalensis. In addition, for Spizaetus nipalensis, which has a
wide habitat spread over neighboring prefectures, the national government should produce unified protection standards.

To establish a revised system for the preservation of RDB species, these measures should be taken immediately at the
prefectural and national levels.

Keywords: Spizaetus nipalensis, endangered species, Red Data Book (RDB), wide area protection policy
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