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Activities of the “Kindai School of Medaka” and the role in
the “Satoyama” Restoration Project, promoted by Kinki University

Hiroshi USHIDA, Tomohiro KURAZONO, Tetsuro KITAGAWA,
Takeshi TERADA, Takehiro INUI, Norichika TORII, Tomoya IJIRI,
and Kazumi HOSOYA

Synopsis

The “Kindai School of Medaka” club was established by students of the Faculty of Agriculture, Kinki University, in April
2004 to research the biodiversity in the “satoyama’, including ricefish, or Oryzias latipes as a symbol fish in the paddy.
The “satoyama” is a kind of secondary woodland regularly managed by farming activity and traditional rural life. The
“satoyama’ has several habitats for wild animals, such as forests, reservoirs, paddy rice fields and so on. Biodiversity in
the “satoyama” is decreasing because of the modernization, consolidation and reorganization of paddy fields. Thus Orvzias
latipes is decreasing in number to list as an endangered species in the red data book of Nara Prefecture (2006). The main
activities of the “Kindai School of Medaka” club include the ex situ preservation of the local populations of Orvzias latipes
from the Kinki District, and participation to the “Satoyama Restoration Project”, promoted by the Faculty of Agriculture,
Kinki University. This paper describes the activity of the “Kindai School of Medaka” and the practical role of the club in

the “Satoyama Restoration Project”.
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