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Synopsis
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Plants traditionally and popularly used for food or construction materials in Morobe Province, Papua New Guinea, were

observed in October 2008. Sixteen species, including tubers, fruits, legumes, vegetables for food, a few luxury plants, and

some tree species for construction materials, were listed and documented. We observed a process very like the traditional

cooking method of taro, Colocasia esculenta, with cooks using a steel pot instead of digging a hole in the ground to make a

“ground oven” . Sago palm, Metroxylon sagu, was another important resource of carbohydrates, which are extracted from

the stem. The leaflets of this plant are used for thatch, and the petioles are used for walls. For the construction of single-

outrigger canoes, several kinds of trees were used, such as Camprosperma brevipetiola for the body and Pterocarpus or

Vitex species for the outriggers.
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Table 1. Plants used in Morobe Province, Papua New Guinea

Species English name Japanese name Remarks
FOODS
Colocasia esculenta Taro Sato-Imo, Taro-Imo
Dioscorea alata Yam Yamu-Imo, Yamano-Imo
Ipomoea batatas Sweet potato Satuma-Imo
Cocos nucifera Coconut Coconut
Metroxylon sagu Sago Sago starch extracted from pith of trunk
Artocarpus communis Breadfruit Pannoki fruits usd for food, trunk occasionally used for canoe body
Musa acuminata Banana Banana rich in vitamines A, C, B, E, and G
Mangifera indica Mango Mango
Cucumus sativus Cucumber Kyuuri
Sechium edule Chayote Hayato-Uri

Chrysanthemum coronarium Garland chrysanthemum Shungiku, Kikuna
Water morning glory Yousai, Kangkong

Ipomoea aquatica

Allium fisturosum Welsh onion Negi
Lycopersicon esculentum Tomato Tomato
Vigna unguiculata Cowpea Sasage
Arachis hypogaea Peanut Peanut
Russulaceae species Wild mushroom Kinoko
LUXURIES

Areca catechu Betelnut Binrou
Piper betel Betel Pepper Kinma
Nicotina tabacum Tobacco Tabaco

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS & OTHER STUFFS

Metroxylon sagu Sago Sago
Imperata conferta Thatch grass Chigaya
Areca catechu Betelnut palm Binrou
Phyllostachys spp. Bamboo Take

Camprosperma brevipetiola
Pterocarpus sp.
Vitex sp.

rich in vitamine A

regionally restricted where Lithocarpus trees dominate

nuts are chewed with lime
fruits or leaves are chewed with lime
smoked

leaflets used for thatch, petioles used for walls
whole plant used for thatch

stems used for floorboads

used for parts of libs of house

used for canoe body

used for for balancer of canoe

used for balancer of canoe
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Plate 1. Crops in Morobe, PNG.

a, Women carrying yam, Dioscorea alata. b, The “ground oven” for cooking taro, using a steel pot instead of
digging a hole in the ground. c¢. Boys crushing the stems of sago palms with mountain knives to extract starch.
d. Vegetables cultivated at high altitudes. e, Cucumber, betel nut, and pepper. sold at a roadside market. f Signs
stating “No Smoking” and “No Chewing of Betel Nuts” . Note the wall stained reddish brown from the spit of people

chewing betel nuts with lime.
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Plate 2. Plants used for construction materials in Morobe, PNG.

a, Sago palm leaflets used for thatch and petioles used for walls. b, Plantation of sago palm along a river-side swamp.
c. Thatch grass, Imperata conferta. d, Betel nut, Areca catechu, whose stems are used for floorboards. e, Single-
outrigger canoe for fishing and transportation. f. Canoe body made of Terentang, Camprosperma brevipetiola, which
has small specific gravity and is a soft for easy processing. Pterocarpus or Vitex species used for weight balancers as
outriggers.



