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Ratoon crop maturation in an abandoned rice field, Oryza sativa ssp.

japonica, that passed the winter in central Japan

Eiji TANESAKA

Department of Agricultural Science and Technology, Faculty of Agriculture, Kinki University

Synopsis

Ratoon crop maturation and weed flora were observed in an abandoned paddy field of rice, Orvza sativa ssp. japonica,

in Nara Prefecture, central Japan. The presence of weed flora, which included perennial species such as Andropogon

virginicus and Solidago altissima, supported the fact that two years had passed since any agricultural management had

occurred, as confirmed by an interview with a few farmers. This observation showed that Japanese rice is perennial in

fields even after the passage of winter.
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Fig.1 Ratoon crop maturation of rice, Oryza sativa ssp. japonica, in a paddy field that has
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been abandoned since the last year in Heguri, Nara Prefecture, Japan. Perennial
grasses such as Andropogon virginica and Solidago altissima were established
together with the rice. Photo on October 22, 2007.
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