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A History of the Fish Gathering Forest Dominated with the Warm Temperate
Evergreen Broad — Leaved Tree Plants; A Case Study in Kuroyama

and Satori - Hirami Sections on Kii — Oshima Island, Japan

Shinya UMEMOTO* and Eiji TANESAKA™*

Synopsis

A vegetation history was suggested for a fish gathering forest dominated with warm temperate evergreen broad- leaved tree
plants in Kuroyama and Satori- Hirami sections of Kashino community on northeastern Kii- Oshima Island, Japan. Histori-
cal documents concerning fishery troubles between Kashino and Koza communities in the Edo and Meiji eras and
phytosociological investigation carried out in the Showa era both reveal that the vegetation history of this fish gathering
forest is divisible into four stages; i) the natural Casfanopsis forest stage before the Edo era, ii) the stage of Pinus transplan-
tation for wind breaking and half- utilized Castanopsis forest, which were managed by empirical rules among fishing com-
munities during the Edo era, iii) the matured Castanopsis and Pinus forest stage (governed by national laws between fishing
communities from the middle Meiji era to 1950), and iv) the Castanopsis- dominated forest stage after the widespread ex-
tinction of Pinus due to pine wood nematodes. For more than 450 years, the fish gathering forest on Kii- Oshima Island has

been properly conserved by the inhabitants of Koza and by the Kashino community.

* Subtropical Plant Institute, Graduate School of Agriculture, Kyoto University,
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