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Food Habit of Wild Birds in the Nara Campus

of Kinki University
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Synopsis

The food habits of 31 species of wild birds were observed directly on the Nara Campus of Kinki University comprising of

coppice. The foods included the fruits of plants, nectar of flowers, worms, and other small animals.The fruit of Diospyros

kaki was chosen most frequently by wild birds (7 species), the second most frequently chosen was the fruit of Zanthoxylum

ailanthoides (5 species of wild bird), and the third was the fruit of Aralia elata, Rhus trichocarpa, Lespedeza bicolor, Ilex

rotunda, and the nectar or buds of Prunus yedoensis (each plant was chosen by 4 species of wild bird). The ecosystem in

the Nara Campus comprising of coppice is discussed with reference to the food chain, and also to seed dissemination by

wild birds.
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