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Synopsis

A sprouting and shooting index, V,is proposed in order to appreciate the stand structure and history in Japanese

Satoyama coppice ecosystems. This index, in a broad sense, is simply defined as follows: ¥ = M/ N, where M and

N indicate the number of multi-trunked or multi-shooting individuals and the number of the whole individuals in a

given stand, respectively. Moreover, the index, in a narrow sense, is defined as follows: V¢ = (M1 + M2) /N,

where M1 and M2 indicate the number of multi-trunked or multi-shooting individuals and the number of single-

trunked or single-shooting individuals both of which were made of artificial cuttings in a given stand, respectively.

The sprouting and shooting index will also become a comprehensive guide for multi-disciplinary studies of Satoyama

ecosystems.
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Multi-trunked sprouting Casfanopsis sieboldii trees, previously harvested as a sustainable

fuel wood resource of Kii-oshima Island, Wakayama Prefecture





