FHEEMEEE [ R A Fx—1 D
1204F- DA & ¥
—FHEIFRIC 51 3 35 KIES & 7 — 5 18—

EBIyHse | &

A WEEKLY ILLUSTRATED JOURNAL OF SCIENCE
“To the solid ground
Of Nature trusts the mind which builds for aye.”—WORDSWORTH
"NATURELBITIS (1869%F) F#ED—
;_:,_:sfj”ﬂ;'" T P e 3 | \
Yo NATURE a
: I . !
B TR TIEE
ROVEMBEY oy KL i
S Ll
"NATURE.EITIS (1869%)
RUOMFOFMPEE ATz, # ETIRCE E2BRBKDE LD L WTY
FDIFIF BT, BE L DOFMHEEY ey,
HFIT3IN T3, BRINIFHEXL, K & 2 AT, IEREED M E BT T 5%
IZEZE) TEICBEICENL B, & MCRITENZDIZ1666FETH >z, 0> F



YENBENDBEBEREREMD T LA NLT Y
WN—=70, BEDFEHSLRENHERE LR
£ [#2¥£#%] (Philosophical Transac-
tions) L EJ AHIEZEFIL 2225, 2L F
NThd, EMFUTHOBEIZ LD, K
RERBOAZIZHHEIZTONE L2k,
FEENMEL WEBFRINE LI -T2,
Tl BAODT 544V T4 —2BET LB
ELTL, 2IMMBREELHAL2ELT &
L2tz THOLS B, ERICBW
TEFE2HTH LRBICECY. EPFTY
L) BRIZZENOHEREEZ 20TH 5,
HARLEESDTH L T a7V T 4
e FT eI AN ALT T4
7 Ve ¥ ORIE 3R E A EEL
EHEOHERT - L MHEY (g B
V= =RDRNDFERE) N60F DL X F
&L TI9264 (KEIFE) IcRTINLINT
Hob,

~F, BARYHESDELFE S v —F -
AT e TU AN ST AT T4 T T
Pt IRRERSC R EIRIT 2 B Lo
REVHTHIZIEHIZ L W) Z LT, BHED
BB LAV, BiTA I Lvw)BEr L HR
(19328) 8 NsZ -2y L%

) DM N DR HE L Bigic it

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER ¢, 1869

NATURE : APHORISMS BY GOETHE
ATURE! We are surrounded and embraced
Ly her ¢ powerless to separate ourselves from
her, and powerless to penetrate beyond her,

Without asking, or waming, she snatches us up into
her circling dance, and whirls us on until we are
tired, and deop from her arms.

She is ever shaping new forms: what is, has never
yet been; what has been, comes not again. Every-
thing is new, and yet nought but the old. |

We live in her midst and know her not. She is
incessantly speaking to us, but betrays not her secret.
We constantly act upon her, and yet have no power
over her.

The one thing she seems to aim at is Individuality ;
yet she cares nothing for individuals. She is always
building up and destroying; but her ‘workshop is
inaccessible.

Her life is in her children; but where is the mother?
She is the only artist ; working-up the most uniform
material into utter oppasites ; arriving, without 2 trace
of effort, at perfection, at the most exact precision,
though alsays veiled under a certain softness.

Each of her works has an essence of its own;
each of her pt a speciat ch i
and yet their diversity is in unity.

. She performs a play ; we know not whether she sees
it herself, and yet che acts for us, the lookerson,

N Incessant life, development, and movement are
in her, but she advances not. She changes for ever

.:nrl ever, and rests not a moment. Quietude is
inconceivable to her, and she. has laid her curse
upon rest,

She is firm. Her steps are measured,
€T exceptions Tare, her laws unchangezble.

She has always thought and always thinks ; though
Mot 25 2 an, but as Nature, She broods over an

h

allcomprchending idea, which no scarching can
find out.

Mankind dwell in her and she in them. With ali
men she plays a game for love, and rejoices the more
they win,  With many, her moves are so hidden, that
the game is over before they know it

‘That which is most unnatural is still Nature ; the
stupidest philistinism has a touch of her genius.
Whoso cannot see her cverywhere, sees her no-
where rightly.

She loves hersel, and her innumerable eyes and
affections are fixed upon herself, She has divided
hersclf that she may be her own delight. She
causes an endless succession of new capacities for
enjoyment ta spring up, that her insatiable sympathy
may be assuaged.

She rejoices in illusion.  Whosa destrays it in him-

self and others, him she punishes with the stemest |

tyranny. Whoso follows her in faith, him she takes
as a child to her bosom.

Her children are numberiess. To none is she
altogether miserly ; but she has her favourites, on
whom she squanders much, and for whom she makes
great sacrifices. Over greatness she spreads her
shield.

She tosses her creatures out of nothingness, and

3| tells them not whence they came, nor whither they

go. It is their business to run, she knows the road.

Her mechanism has few springs—but they never
wear out, are always zctive and manifold.

“The spectacle of Nature is always new, for she is
always remewing the spectators, Life is her most
exquisite invention; and death is her expert con-
trivance to get plenty of life.

She wraps man in darkness, and makes him for ever
long for light. . She creates him dependent upon the
carth, dull and heavy ; and yet is always shaking him
until he attempts to soar above it.
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followed, until the notions which represented Goethe's
superlative are now the commonplaces of science—
and we have a super-superlative of our own.

. When another half-centuryhas passed, curious readers
< of the back numbers of NATURE will probably look
Lwro on our best, “not without a smile;” and, it may

NAT

sutae e, that long after the theories of the philosophers
s m's whose achievements are recorded in these pages, are
B

* "« gbsolete, the vision of the poet will remain as a
teuthful and efficient symbol! of the wonder and the
mystery of Nature. T. H. HUXLEY
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The purpose of the Program is:
i} Promotion of intemational collabarsiion.
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