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The goals of this study were: (1) to clarify the purposes and actual conditions of the
Partnership for Debt Settlement of Farmers Act (1933), and (2) to analyze the relationship
between the Partnership for Debt Settlement of Farmers Act and the Interim Conciliation
for Monetary Debt Act (1932). As a result of this study, the following findings were
made: (1) the main purposes of the Partnership for Debt Settlement of Farmers Act were
the prevention of legal conflict stemmed from the Great Depression, and to promote the
continuation of farming under the rescheduled debts, in order to avoid selling land for
repayment or as part of bankruptcy; (2) while the utilization of conciliation was
designated for debt—dispute resolution under the Interim Conciliation for Monetary Debt
Act, this Act was seldomutilized in practice to process debt problems in farming villages.
Both historical and statistical records related to this topic were exhaustively collected,
with particular attention paid to Yamaguchi and Hokkaido prefectures.
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