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A study of Ru tone laxation tendency on Jiangsu Tongzhou dialects in China
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In Chinese, there was a tone called Ru. However, in modern Chinese, it has
already disappeared except for some dialects. Tongzhou is located in Nantong city, Jiangsu province.
Its dialects are distributed in the area where the “ Wu” dialect (it belongs to southern dialect

in China) and Jianghuai mandarin dialect (it belongs to northern dialect in China ) intersect and

we can observe a phase in which the Ru tone is disappearing.

This study takes "the tendency of Ru tone relaxation™ as the theme and clarifies the distribution
and pattern of Ru tone relaxation through the acoustic phonetic analysis of the recorded data
investigated by the local dialect. The results show that the lengthening of the Ru syllables is the
biggest reason to make the Ru tone close to the non-Ru tone. However, there are geographical and age
differences in the progress of variable length syllables. The clarification of the main reasons for
promoting length syllables has become a next subject.
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