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The role of the long frontal projections of lepidopteran larvae

Kandori, Ikuo

3,400,000

Some lepidopteran larvae have long frontal projections, but their role is
almost unknown. In this study, we made a "defense-from-natural-enemies™ hypothesis about the role of
hard projections, and tested the hypothesis using Polyura eudamippus larvae. When the larvae whose

projections were artificially removed and the untreated larvae with their own projections were
attacked the natural enemy paper wasps, the larvae with the projections had a significantly higher
defense rate than the larvae without the projections. Therefore, the hypothesis was partially
supported.

Onpghe other hand, we made a "assisting-host-plant-search” hypothesis about the role of soft
projections and tested the hypothesis using Parantica sita larvae. As a result, the larvae with
projections found host-plants at a significantly higher rate than the larvae without projections.
Therefore, the hypothesis was proved.
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