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Abstract Insurance appeared in the drama after introducing the modern insurance
system in Japan by Yukichi Fukuzawa’s “Seiyou Tabi Annai” written in 1867. The
trend of modernization by the Meiji Restoration has also rushed into the fields of
culture and art. In the process, new contemporary dramas were created. “Seimei
Hoken” is a suspense work using the theme of insurance money murder. “Hoken
Girahi” is a comedy about the conclusion of a fire insurance contract.

In this paper, we will examine how insurance is drawn in the drama of the Meiji
era based on the “Hikifuda” which was popular as an advertising medium and the

situation of the fire insurance industry at that time.

Key words Life insurance, Fire insurance, Shinpa, premium rate, great fire
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