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Abstract In this research we analyze the restructuring of regional specialization
in the Hasami porcelain production area which was successful to relatively curb the
decline in its shipment volume and consequently increased its market share under
the circumstances which the market size of Japan’s porcelain industry has shrunk
since the 1990s. In particular, factors facilitating the restructuring of regional speciali-
zation in the porcelain production area during the period from 1868 to 1975 are to
be explored. Through this exploration the following two points are suggested.
First, the regional specialization in question is formed primarily by the influence
of relationships with other porcelain production areas. Second, different strategies
are formed in individual firms within the porcelain production area since they have
different perceptions about the said area due to the differences between the functions

that they perform.

F—o—F FEXEEMR (Industrial Cluster), #feilBérE (Hasami Porcelain Production
Area), PEHLOD43ZKEE (Regional Specialization of Production Area),
k7 + — )V K (Organizational Field)
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