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How to publicize various information of educational expenses support
at the level of special cities not designated as a core city:
The fourth report of the study on local government comprehensive policy

for the progressive introduction of free education

Yoko WATANABE(Kimiwada)' and Akio WATANABE?

We collected information on support for education expenses on the websites of 23 special cities at the time of

enforcement in 2015 that have not been designated as core cities with a population of 200,000 or more as of 2021.

The following seven characteristics were analyzed.

1.

2.
3.
4

Consideration for accessibility to information provided on the website (multilingual functions, etc.);

Publication and providing child-rearing guidebooks and distribution using smartphones etc.;

Original measures such as subsidies for medical expenses for children at the preschool stage;

Unique measures such as cram school fee and/or after-school childcare fee subsidy at the elementary and junior
high school stage;

Original measures such as scholarships for students, scholarship funds for specific occupations, scholarship
refund support projects at the senior high school and university stage;

Creation of support information booklets and unique measures such as extending medical expenses subsidies to
adolescence for single-parent families; and

Calling attention to apply for assistance for the poverty due to Corona disaster and original financial support for
COVID-19 in addition to national policies.

In addition, the following two points were examined:

Attempts to extend seamless support from pregnancy, childbirth, early childhood to school age, and further to
adolescence and adulthood; and

Public relations with the image of three-layered and complementary support by municipalities, prefectures, and
the nation.

Key words: special city at the time of implementation, support for education expenses, public information, local

government comprehensive policy, progressive introduction of free education, seamless support,
layered and complementary support
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