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Parts of Speech and the Origins of
Onomatopoeic Expressions in English
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Abstract

This study claims that typically, onomatopoeic expressions in English are not derived from interjectional usage as
they are in most cases in Japanese. Referring to Tamori and Schourup (1999), we overview basic characteristics
of onomatopoeic usage in English. Onomatopoeic expressions are not so often used as an adverb in English as
in Japanese, but they tend to be used as a noun or a verb. Tamori and Schourup (1999) observed more in detail
and claimed that it is easier to use onomatopoeic expressions as a noun than as a verb when they are used im-
promptu. This implies that onomatopoeic expressions are typically derived from impromptu interjectional usage
and that as their usage becomes more and more conventional, their usage as a noun and then as a verb becomes
possible. It can also be led that there are more nouns for onomatopoeic expressions than verbs. To verify these
propositions, this paper examines the number of each part of speech used for onomatopoeic expressions and
their derivational origins referring to Oxford English Dictionary. It turns out that there are more verbs than
nouns for onomatopoeic expressions in English and that more onomatopoeic words are originated from verbs
than nouns. The results contradict the two propositions derived from Tamori and Schourup (1999). Rather, the
opposite direction is implied in derivation of onomatopoeic expressions in English: namely, the usage as a verb,
or less often as a noun, is more often the origin to derive interjectional usage, not the way around as supposed in
Tamori and Schourup (1999).
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D) BN FERRBFEENGRIN, [T v v
LV FTOMELRER (Vo7 ] thr i
NDIEH 2 FIREFHICEHSI NS,
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(1) a. We heard the croak of a frog. (H5F - A2
v 5 7 1999: 99)
b. The frog croaked. (Ibid.)

(2) a. The glitter of gold is irresistible. (Ibid.)
b. The gold glittered irresistibly. (Ibid.)

(3) a.*He glug-gluged the wine. (Ibid. )
b. With a “glug-glug,” he drank off all the
wine. (Ibid.)

(4) a.*The can blammed loudly. (/bid.)
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729, B HEOARAEZROLDL H D Lk,
bawl, coo, gurgle, cram, tramp, crumple @ X 9 72
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b. The can burst with a loud “blam.” (Ibid.)

EHICHS - 23y 5y 7 (1999) 1%, kGG
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FELTHWONRLZ EIZRREL W L 23F
HLTwa Y,

(5) a. With a loud “schlook,” the puppy kicked
up the spilled water. (HH5F - 23w 5 v 7
1999: 96)

b. ? The puppy shlooked up the spilled wa-
ter. (Ibid.: 99)

(6) a. With a “skrank,” he twisted the knob right
off. (Ibid.: 96)

b. ? He skranked the knob right off. (Ibid. :
99)

(7) a. With a “groahhrrr,” the beast leaped from
behind the curtain. (Ibid.: 96)

b. *The beast groahhrrred and leaped from
behind the curtain. (Ibid. : 99)
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(8) a. ?I bit crunch into the pretzel. (cf. Crunch!
I bit into the pretzel.)
b. ? The book fell thud onto the desk. (cf.
Thud! The book fell onto the desk)
c. ? The police fired a warning shot bam into
the air. (cf. Bam! The police fired a warning

shot into the air.)

=7, W5F - 23w 7y 7 (1999: 104-105)
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(9) a. His wristwatch fell kerplop into the swim-
ming pool.
b. ?? The wristwatch fell kerplop.
(10) a. The train moved clickety-clack down the
tracks.
b. ?? The train moved clickety-clack.
(11) a. Rain fell pitter-patter against the win-
dowpane.
b. ? The rain fell pitter-patter.
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D, TEETH DL LTOEED 2 LT
LETH B L) HREFF> (HF - 23
7 v 7°1999).

23 HFEORE

HsF - 23w 5y 7 (1999) &, kDX %
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(12) a.?Iheard a caw.
b. ?I heard a baa.
c. ? I heard a mew.

1999 : 93)

(H5F - 2aw v

(13) a. Listen! I can hear the caw of a crow.
(Ibid.: 99)
b. The sheep walked up to us and uttered a
single plaintive ‘baa.” (Ibid. : 94)
c. From the box came a single soft sound.
It could have been the mew of a cat. (Ibid.:
94) 6)
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AR E S, BRI T PICBV»TE

6) LLTF o [A] i caw, baa, miaow DR X 7 % F§
AR ERERT & HRICH SN T WL ERT,
[B] £ (12) T [?] AR LE L
TZHEIFSN/z “Theard -+ " BHWHNZHITH
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Ltk EED) 720 TH D EBbND.

[A] a. Another Tengu looks down as a frog hops be-
tween his leg. He SCREECHES and STOMPS down
his taloned foot, missing the creature by inches.
We hear a CAW and ---. (H. Saban et al., Mighty
Morphin Power Rangers. Searched in COCA =
Corpus of Contemporary American English) (
HERATEER . DUT AR )

b. But first, what' s in a bleat or a baa? You could
ask a sheep or you could call up Professor Mark
Feinstein --- (Interview: Professor Mark Feinstein
discusses vocalizations of sheep, from NPR_Satur-
day, 2003 11.1. Searched in COCA)

c. Saussure insists, convincingly enough, that the
linguistic sign is arbitrary, in the sense that there
is no necessary connection in English between the
signifier “cat” and its signified, the mental concept
of a little furry animal with four legs, a tail, and
a miaow. (Wright, Terence R., Reader-response
under review: Art, game, or science?, in Winter
95, Vol. 29 Issue 4, p529, 20p, 1995. Searched in
COCA)

a. Creepy, I said to myself as I heard a caw and the
flutter of wings brush past my head. (E. McClos-
key, Myth)

b. But when I turned to jump over the gap, I heard
a ‘baa” from below. I' d forgotten one of the
sheep. (M. Etchart, The Good Oak. Google 7" 7
1)

c. As T opened the door I heard a_“Baa, maa, baa,”
and there stood a white goat. (M. Breckinridge,
Wide Neighborhoods: A Story of the Frontier
Nursing Service. Google 7" 7 #iZk)
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1| % e meow, miaow MPE, %, BhE
) PN YV bow-wow ¥R, 44, R

PN 7 — woof M, 2, BhE
3 |4 E—F— moo BhE, 44E
4 | K T—=T = oink BjF, 4450
5 |0oL A= A= baa BE, #E
6 | 744> It — roar BiE, %
7 | a4 ay a— cock-a-doodle-doo | B, 443
8 |/NE ¥ —F 27 /8—F 72 |cheep BiE, %45
9 |Arvaw vy ary cuckoo BhE, 44E
10 | v agua croak BiE, %
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haed, impressed.” M. Risa, My Before and After
Life, retrieved from COCA).
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(i) FEErsEOMA, BE LD b aEH s
L CORED T A EDTE .

(i) EHBEL, 48 & DO PSS
WIEHAIAEIGE S G

(iv) AL, BEE LD D EEEIK
, BreEa R LAF2RBTLL)0%
TIRD RN ERBEKRTH 5.

ZoHb (i) & Gi) 1F, EVWICFET S &
WCRZ A, (i) 10k by, SEFEOETGRE - HREE
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AN 2L, i) oEBEEFIET S LIS
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CAUTHSF - 23w F v 7 (199) D%
(= (14) Gi) BT LIEH L2V, HF - A
T Ty IOV X)L, BEREVEE LD 4
e LTHERAT PRSP T VOTHI
&, HEHEZ R TER GO A E b OFED
FAEEEIN b DL 5. 130 BIH 7 61% &5
DHLEEIX 5% BT E ARELRETED S
Yoo, ZEEEFEOM SO EZFH2 b 0N
130 b 108 B (83%) &V, HSF - AawF v 7
DERT BITERNEI TRV EEZEZOND,

32 BEE - BEREORERE

HeF - Aaw Ty 7 (1999) 2L 5L, REEE
ORI LTI, BiE L) s LToRrME
MBS THDL, INhs, HLHEEE - FA
FEPEBOMFTHWO N TV RIGE, ZOk
HERMRIZBWCRFEE 250103, BE L) b 46
DINENZ EFRHRENL, ZHIUTIELWT
HTH DO, OED TIRIRAERRIZOWT TA
is formed on B W IEHEHICI W REINTHED,
CHUSED ZPRARRL T, #RE, Ak
0 SEPFIDSEIR & 72 o THLO ahE DIRERE 2 T2
FTHZENLNEV)I LD TH-72 ([#3)).

%3 PSS BEEOREEE
d | B | .
i | | g | A
136
BB 6 g mer)

B2, FNERofEo b LS
NTWHRWVIEEOEAL, RAEREOZEERA 7 <
TOZOmi & iREREE Lz [EE
L7z 35E] 1%, IR E L CHEEO MR S
NTWE DT, Bl2IX%E & BRI &
LTSN TV RENEGENS.

FEEIEHHE L LT (BhEa L), #EF (A
L), MO EBFROW S, ORIz D
5 DI T L72bDKROETH 5
(1#24)).
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T O O % 572 7 WEIEF O - HEREE
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WENTVDFEIIOWTIE, TREDRE B
R ENTVELODEN 21U EL -7z

72720, MEFIREZROREICE, kil
WOEMMBRENDL. 2F D, HFREOED
FHEEREOFE LY L. F72, WG
REIR & 7 ) ZFINEIRET B & v ) BRSNS
THDIE, 35513655 (=2 (% (FFE %
L)) OB IE pfft, tantara) + 1 (%3 &
85 ] OMIEFRE, zonk)) OATH- 7.
CHIZHS - 235y TR (= (14)
(i) LiEEbhv. HY - Aa3v 7 v 7T,
M & LCE TRV NEREES LT L L
THEREND L)%Y, FhhvEsd L o
ELTHHENS X912k 5 L) BRI
RRBL72AS, CoOWBE RS 2 L IxRERIR
WEE L CIMme eV R o72 &L
7, KERHEIIE S 20, EE R
HESETVLED D%\,

KREDOFIRT I, WEHEEEEEL D
T LTY, &L Db, SEAIRAEREE
Lo T DB LDODITHL &) EROMEH
MRS

Pl X5z, RKRETIIHT - Aav Iy

11) zonk &, BhFIH LA - B LD S IRE
L72E OED IZFRE SN T W5, 2D, &L M
WEIHETIE, MEFAREOFPEETHL L
RSN TV Z s, M -2 -85
EMENRELZEZZDND.
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VAR | BpERIE | MERERE | W | B i
e 13 25 4 44 3 83
B 10 20 2 22 1 53
Bl 23 45 6 66 4 136

7 (1999) OERE I FIFET HHEEIESR
7o, REITIE, REWEDTIET D020
TELL, SOICKAMIRERFGE L BhFRAE
TRRE DRI 2B N E B S 22 L 72w,

4. EE
41 FITHROFAELFET 2HEFBESL
7=IEHA

H - A3y 7y 7 (1999) 1, B4
AELTHWAZLIITETHHHFHE LTHY
BT LR L WHER R R L, BRI
ELTHW ALY, BEe LTHYW 2GS
DFBENEEN L EEEPLE D L%

L7z SO, SRR £
Db BEBROT AL L) FIE, R

DIRERBEDOL L EBFA L ) ZFATH L7725
)LV FllZEE OED TOHMEZIT- 7.
ZOFER, FINZIEL S o722 DS A
Lrolz, T Z RS 5070,

HSF - A3 T v 705G 0 5 5 i
EEHLRTWIEERRTDIHITH (=
(5)= (7)) ZEWETLE, &AL LTHYS
NTVBELEEITTNOB AT E LT WY
% (eg. With a loud “schlook”). Z#UZxf LT,
BE OB TS IHMFIIMF SN TR, i
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TOFEDIER L ERICOWTHIE T 72, =
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() ZRTIRARIEE IR ERIC T 2w
B TEDLNTWE L 0D H 5. GGE
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(i) #FURAERFEREICIE, FMEd b0k
B EOBY R L2 ETAEMGEE o T
Wb b DN 5. (choo-choo, ding-a-ling,
haw-haw, pit-a-pat, rat-a-tat, rat-tat, tom-
tom %)

(i) BYFIRAEEIFFE L D b, HiIRA
BEED T ERFE 25T B R OHEH
FAAFNEM 2 5. (KFIRERIREE
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peep %)
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TREN T TH 5.
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THRET A. beep TIIETHER, haw TITA,
pump (&K ¥ 7, tweet [ T/NE L, FLENE
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D 5 EEIE I R EFEOFAERE LT
. B2 crack EEINA- DI T4
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TR DA T HIFEIEN T & L
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V (fry) +echoic

- Z - Z 34 | frizz v termination
HiGE R FEIRO A
1 |bam INT EH L 3 | giggle NV v
2 | barf NV v 36 | gluck NV AL L
3 | bing N INT N 37 | glug NV Rz L
4 | bleep NV N 38 | goo-goo VINT INT
5 | blip NV L 3 |growl NV v
6 | bonk NV ALl L 40 | grunt NV v
7 Tbop NV L 41 | guffaw NV AUk L
8 | chink NV ACHZ L 42 | aulp NV v
OED 1= 83 0 3 ik 43 | gurgle NV \Y
o |choo- - ?ﬁ% uj; A —“{] ; 57;;; 44 | gurk NV RLEk 7 L
choo e fﬂéb‘ B % 45 | haw NINT N
5 < L4 46 |haw-haw |NVINTA [N
10 | chuck NV RLH L 47 | hawk NV v
11 | chuckle.v. [NV \Y% 48 | hee-haw NV N
12 | churr NV \Y% 49 | honk NV ACEkZ L
13 | clack NV RLH L 50 | hoot NV A\
14 | clang NV \% 51 | howl NV \%
15 | clash NV BE 5 Ak 52 | hum NV Y
16 | click NV RLHZ L 53 | katydid N AUk L
17 | clink NV ERLL (EHE 54 keck v AL
! 55 | knap NV Al L
18 | clonk. NV E: L 56 | knock NV v
19 | clunk NV FLEZ: L 57 | mow NV INT S L
20 | cock N Rk L 53 | mewl v v
21 | cough NV v —— 59 | moo NV A%
iggjfﬁlnt ESEG 60 | rum N VINT A N
22 |erack  |NvaApvINT| i HOE &Ty‘xiﬁ?] 01 | oink Ny e L
MBI E IR A 62 | peep NV v
SHBILT2 63 | pift NINTADV |INT (ADVN)
23 | crake NV AL L 64 | phut NINT ADV | Zi#i7% L
24 | creak NV \Y 65 | ping NV S L
25 | crow NV A% 66 | pinge NV SoHe L
26 | cuckoo NV N 67 | pip-pip N INT ol L
27 | curr NV AL L 68 | PP | U A DY | N A ADY
28 | ding NV ADV v pit-pat
29 | ding-aling | N N 69 | plop NVADVINT | itz L
30 | ding-dong |NVAADV |Z#ize L 70 | plump NVAADV |V
31 | dong NV S0k L 71 | plunk NVINT ADV |V
32 | fizz, fiz NV v 72 | pow NINT FLERZR L
33 | flick NV N 73 | puff N VINT Rk L




DS FEEBLOGE L 7 DR

7| P T NINT L 106 | tonk NV el L
107 | tum NV Ao L

o |pule akd v 108] twang [NV S L
3 . T U T
78 | put-put NV S L 110 | tweet N VINT N
79 | putter NV S L 111 | voom INT OE L
80 | rap NV S L 112 | vroom NV ke L
81 | rataplan NV S L 113 | wah-wah NV N
82 | rat-a-tat N ADV N 114 | whack NV ALHe L
83 | rat-tat NV N 115 | wham NV AL L
84 | rattle NV A 116 | whang NV R L
85 | screak NV vV 117 | whee VINT INT
86 | screech NV \% 118 | whew NV AUl L
87 | shush NV \% 119 | whimper [NV \Y%

AW (72721, int. 120 | whistle NV A\
88 | splosh N INT ADV i‘j"i%v }:intl? dv% 121 | whizz NVINT ADV | V

FEED n 135 ) 122 whomp NV N
89 | strum NV v 123 | whoom \ v
90 | swash NVINT ADV | 77 L 124 | whump N INT S0 L
91 | tack NV ALz L 125 | yackety | INT L
92 |tang NV ALz L 126 | yah N INT Al L
93 | tantara NINT NINT 127 yahoo INT S L
94 | tap NV \% 128 | yap NV o L
% | throb NV Y - 129 | yawp, yaup | NV Vv
% | thrum NV iﬂiﬁ%& L 130 | yeow INT ok L
TN D oo NV sl
99 [thwack |[NVINT [V 132 yum INT i
100 | tick NV S L 133 zap N VINT VINT
101 | ting NV ADV v 134 | zing N VINT N
102 | tink N VINT ik L 135 | zonk NVINT INT
103 | tock NV SR L 136 | zoom NVINT v
104 | tom-tom NV N
105 | tong NV Rk L
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[OED fLio%—2] W THuZ, (16) OIS E, FEMETHKIL L CHRAFENTH S,

BEIRE AR

HEE OED itk 5 —3%
1 | clan 1 intr. To emit a loud resonant ringing sound as of pieces of metal struck together, etc. In
e earliest use said of a trumpet.
2 | chuckle To laugh in a suppressed manner; to laugh to oneself; to make or show inarticulate signs of
exultation or triumph.
3 | churr intr. To make the sound described under churr n. (Expressive of a somewhat deeper and
hoarser sound than chirr.)
4 | barf intr. To vomit or retch. Occas. trans. (also with up) .
.l.a intr. To expel the air from the lungs with a more or less violent effort and characteristic
5 | cough noise, produced by the abrupt forcible opening of the previously closed glottis; usually in order
to_remove something that obstructs or irritates the air-passages.
6 | crack orig. To make a dry sharp sound in breaking, to break with this characteristic sound; hence, in
branch I, mainly or exclusively of the sound; in II, of the act of breaking.
7 | creak intr. To make a harsh shrill grating sound, as a hinge or axle turning with undue friction, or a
hard tough substance under pressure or strain. Also fig.
8 | ding intr. To sound as metal when_heavily struck; to make a heavy ringing sound.
9 | fizz, fiz intr. To make a hissing or sputtering sound.
10 | frizz intr. To make a sputtering noise in frying. b.b trans.
11 | crow intr. To utter the loud cry of a cock.
12 | oul trans. To swallow in large draughts or morsels hastily or with greediness. Chiefly with down, T
sup formerly also in, up.
13 | surdle Of water or other liquid: To flow in a broken irregular current, with intermittent low noises, as
surg water from a bottle, or a stream among stones.
14 | giggle ntr. To laugh continuously in a manner not uproarious, but suggestive either of foolish levity or
sigs uncontrollable amusement. Cf. snigger, titter. Also with on, out.
15 | growl Of an animal: To utter a low guttural sound, expressive of rising anger.
16 | grunt intr. Of a hog: To utter its characteristic low gruff sound. Also of other animals and of persons
g (with conscious allusion to the pig) : To utter a sound resembling this.
17 | hawk intr. To make an effort to clear the throat of phlegm; to clear the throat noisily.
18 | hum intr. To make a low continuous murmuring sound or note, as a bee or other insect; also said of a
top or wheel in rapid rotation, a bell vibrating after being struck, etc.
19 | knock intr. To strike with a sounding blow, as with the fist or something hard; esp. to rap upon a door
or gate in order to call attention or gain admittance (const. at, T on, T upon) .
20 | hoot intr. To shout, call out, make an inarticulate vocal noise; to toot with a horn; now, esp., to utter
loud sounds of disapproval or obloquy
21 | howl intr. To utter a prolonged, loud, and doleful cry, in which the sound of u (@) prevails. Said of
dogs, wolves, and various wild animals; formerly also of the owl (now said to screech or hoot) .
intr. To fall, drop, sink, plunge, or impinge, with abruptly checked movement, as when a solid
22 | plump body drops, a.l.a into water, etc., or b.1.b upon a surface; to fall, plunge, or come down (or
against something) flatly or abruptly (usually implying ‘with full or direct impact’ ) .
23 | plunk I.1.a trans. To pluck (a string) so as to cause an abrupt vibratory sound; to twang sharply. Also,
P to play (a note) or pick out (a melody) on a stringed instrument.




PEEOFEE RIS O anF & £ OHEH

To cry feebly, whimper, like an infant; to make a whining noise. Also trans. with out. b.b To mew

24 | mewl like a cat.
25 | moo Of a cow or ox: To low. b.b Of a person: To utter the sound represented by ‘moo’
l.a intr. To utter the weak shrill sound proper to young birds, mice, and some kinds of frogs; to
26 | peep . —
cheep, chirp, squeak.
Of things: To give out a rapid succession of short sharp sounds, usually in consequence of rapid
27 | rattle o o - -
agitation and of striking against each other or against some hard dry body.
trans. To play on (a stringed instrument) carelessly or unskilfully; to produce (notes, a tune,
28 | strum . .
etc.) by such playing. Also with out, over.
29 | pule intr. To cry in a thin or weak voice, as a child; to whine, to cry in a querulous tone.
trans. To strike lightly, but clearly and audibly; rarely applied by meiosis to a sharp knock or
30 | tap rap. to tap up, to rouse, cause to get up by tapping at the door. to tap out, to mark or signify by
a tap or series of taps; to cause to be produced thus; spec. to type out (a letter, etc.) .
31 | screak intr. To utter a shrill harsh cry; to screech or scream. Also with out.
Intr. To utter a sharp, piercing cry, as of pain or alarm; to scream or call out with a shrill voice;
32 | screech - -
also occas. used transf. of inanimate things.
33 | shush To call or reduce (someone) to silence by uttering the sounds denoted by sh-sh. Also const.
advs.
34 | throb Intr. Of the heart: To beat strongly, esp. as the result of emotion or excitement; to palpitate.
Sometimes said of the pulse, bosom, temples, brain, or even of the blood in the vessels.
35 | thwack trans. To beat or strike vigorously, as with a stick; to bang, thrash, whack.
36 | tin 1.1 trans. To cause (a small bell or the like) to emit a ringing note; in quot. 1607, to try (a coin)
8 by ringing in order to test its genuineness.
intr. To utter a clear, more or less shrill sound or note by forcing the breath through the narrow
. opening formed by contracting the lips (the tone being produced merely by the resonance of
37 | whistle . - o .
the mouth-cavity, without vibration of the vocal cords) : esp. as a call or signal to a person or
animal, also as an expression of derision, contempt, etc.,
33 | whizz 1. a.l.a intr. To make a sound as of a body rushing through the air (see whizz n.1) ; (of trees)
to rustle; (of a burning or hot object) to hiss, sizzle. Now dial.
39 | whoom ntr. To make a resonant booming or rushing sound. Hence as n.
40 | whimper intr. To utter a feeble, whining, broken cry, as a child about to burst into tears; to make a low
P complaining sound.
41 | zap To kill, esp. with a gun; to deal a sudden blow to.
1 intr. To make a continuous low-pitched humming or buzzing sound; to travel or move (as
42 | zoom if) with a zooming sound; to move at speed, to hurry. Also loosely, to go hastily. Freq. with
advbs. colloq.
43 | yawp, yaup | l.a intr. To shout or exclaim hoarsely; to yelp, as a dog; to cry harshly or querulously, as a bird.
1 intr. To make a sound as if about to vomit; to retch; to feel an inclination to vomit; hence to
44 | keck keck at, to reject (food, medicine, etc.) with loathing. Also fig. expressing strong dislike or
disgust.
intr. Of a musical instrument or one who plays it: To produce a succession of shrill modulated
45 | tweedle sounds; also, to play triflingly or carelessly upon an instrument; of a bird, etc., to whistle or pipe

with modulations of tone.

% 44 keck, 45 tweedle (ZBF HIEE D A DRLHK.
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1 | bing A thump or blow. dial. (See E.D.D.) b.b int. All of a sudden; in a flash; with a bang.
2 | bleep A thin, high-pitched blipping sound, spec. one made by electronic equipment.
An imitation of the sound of a steam-engine, used as a nursery name for a railway train or
3 | choo - choo - .
locomotive. Chiefly U.S.
A bird, Cuculus canorus, well known by the call of the male during mating time, of which the
4 | cuckoo name is an imitation. cuckoo's note (fig.) : repetition of the same words. 2 The note of the
bird, or an imitation of it.
5 | ding-a - ling | = ding n.2 (The stem of ding v.2, used as an imitation of the ringing sound of a heavy bell, or of
mg & | metal when struck. Often adverbial or without grammatical construction, esp. when repeated.)
6 | flick A light blow, esp. one given with something pliant, a whip, etc., or with the finger-nail.
7 | haw An utterance marking hesitation: cf. ha int. 3. Usually in collocation with hum. See also haw-
haw.
int. An expression of hesitation uttered repeatedly in an affected tone. Also, the representation
8 | haw-haw i e rTerwe— —_—
of loud or boisterous laughter.
9 | hee-haw 1 A conventional representation of the bray of a jackass; a name for this.
10 | mum Refusal to speak, silence. collog. int. A command to be silent or secret; hush!" ‘silence!’ not
a word!’
= phut int. (adv., n.) (An imitation of a dull, abrupt sound, esp. that of a firearm. Phr. to
11 | pfft go phut: to come to a sudden end; to break down, cease to function. Also as n., the sound of
something ‘going phut’ .)
ita-pat An imitation of the repeated or alternated sound made by the strong beating or palpitation
12 pitf ;ﬁ ’ of the heart in excitement or emotion; also of that of light or rapid footsteps, or of similar
Pi-D alternating or reiterated sounds.
A mechanical device, commonly consisting of a tube or cylinder in which a piston, sucker,
or plunger is moved up and down by means of a rod, or rod and lever, so as to raise water
by lifting, suction, or pressure, the movement of the water being regulated by a suitable
13 | pump arrangement of valves or clacks; from early times used on board ship to remove bilge-water;
also, from 16th c., for raising water from mines, wells, etc.; now, a generic term for a great
variety of machines and mechanical devices for the raising or moving of liquids, compressing or
rarefying of gases, etc.
14 | rat-a-tat = rat-tat.
15 | rat-tat A sharp rapping sound, esp. of a knock at a door.
16 | tantara A int. Imitative of the sound of a flourish blown on a trumpet, or sometimes of a drum.
17 | tweet An imitation of the note of a small bird. Also repeated.
18 | wah-wah Mus. (orig. Jazz) . A musical effect achieved on brass instruments by manipulation of a mute
and on an electric guitar by means of a pedal controlling output from the amplifier.
19 | whomp A heavy, low sound. b.b A heavy blow; also fig.
20 | zing A sharp, high-pitched ringing sound; a twang.
a.l.a A native East Indian drum; extended also to the hand-beaten drums of Asia and Africa
21 | tom-tom
generally.
The male of the common domestic fowl, Gallus domesticus, the female being the hen. (Often
22 | cock - .
called in U.S., as in Kent, rooster.)
A large longhorn grasshopper of the family Tettigoniidae, of arboreal habits, which produces
23 | katydid by stridulation a noise to which its name is due; the common or broad-winged species
(Cyrtophyllum concavum) abounds in the central and eastern states of America.
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