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There is nothing more erroneous than the idea, which is only too common,
that a writer's imagination is always at work, and he is constantly inventing
an inexhaustible supply of incidents and stories. In reality he does not have
to invent his stories; he need only let characters and events find their own
way to him, and if he retains to a high degree the ability to look and listen,
they will keep seeking him out as someone who will pass them on. To him
who has often tried to interpret the tales of others, many will tell their tales.

(Zweig, 2014, from Beware of the Pity, Introduction’)
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