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A Study of Possible Influences on and Sources of Keats’s “On
First Looking into Chapman’s Homer”

The main purpose of this paper is to examine possible influences on and sources of John Keats’s “On First Looking into Chapman’s Homer.” It is

a well-known fact that he became familiar with William Robertson’s History of America when he was studying at Clarke’s Academy. The volume

treats Hernan Cortés, one of the major Spanish conquistadors during the 16th century, along with his adventurous explorations in the Americas;

however, it will be pointed out that it is doubtful whether Keats actually read a complete version of the volume.

Another possible influence is Lucretius’s De Rerum Natura as a very similar framework can be found both in a dedicatory poem to the translation and

the Chapman sonnet by John Keats. In addition, the very name of the conquistador, Cortés, can also be found in both the poems; however, as there is a

fatal historical mistake in Keats’s sonnet, it will be pointed out that it is also highly doubtful whether Keats referred to Lucretius as a source.
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1. “Chapman’s Homer”gI{EDiEi&

AFYVZ2- 03 YR#FAT a v F—Y (John
Keats, 1795-1821) fE® > 4 » b “On First Looking into
Chapman's Homer” (2L F “Chapman’s Homer” ) o £l
TEDOREREICE L Tk, ¥ — WX+ 27 F—7% (Charles
Cowden Clarke, 1787-1877) O HEZALBB L EUTHZ
EWHR Do 18I6FI0H, F—VHFEPTR - FAEY
)V (St. Thomas's Hospital) D4 Tdh - 72E, BEIZIX
W BT AHA X - RAE YL (Guy's Hospital) 12
s L CBIF (dresser) % L C\W7-WEH7Z L3I S5 2%,
F—vidvnr Fr 25— 27z (Clerkenwell) ®
FHORIHELEL T F v — VX - 7 F— 7 %&FiRl,
%X Thomas Alsager K EDF v v F~v ViRoFk x—1
A ([T 2vAT] OFEFE) »EHLTBY., ¥—
VIS LIcE ENDe 7T — 713X DERO B i & [l
BOFTUTOLIICH LTS,

One scene I could not fail to introduce to him—
the shipwreck of Ulysses, in the fifth book of the
“Odysseis,” and I had the reward of one of his
delighted stares, upon reading the following lines:—
... On an after occasion I showed him the couplet,
in Pope’s translation, upon the same passage— ..

Chapman supplied us with many an after-treat; but

it was in the teeming wonderment of this his first
introduction, that, when I came down to breakfast
the next morning, I found upon my table a letter with
no other enclosure than his famous sonnet, “On First
Looking into Chapman’s Homer.” * (THEEBEEE)

HOHRBIZT LY & — - K= THRTHRIC T4
FavtkAT] BHoTwids, FHUEFOMRE s
i, ZORENIBRELTVZDOTH S, [EOETD
F 7 &L ] (“his delighted stares”) &\ RIAIFIZZ
DEVERBL TV, B, AFROLDIZFr— VX -
27— TN T A&, T “Chapman’s Homer”
VAy MBSO o TwWioTH S, AL
Fx v FRVRO [ 72y 4 7] A5 Bl (heroic
couplet) TEIREN/zR—FTREWFHBIZH S WITE
BTV D EHE L2, DWITiE, ZAERA—T AR
FWLIAELY . BHORWITEICHN LD TH B, &
CAHDPUHPDIRFEE TICF v — VR - 7T — 7 9551
Wb EHice, F=VERLLTA—Y - AM) =}
OHEFTHRVTRLEPICHEHEHEL, 2vwcEEE
et EZ 6N TwD, ZOFHE, FAEI8I6HFI2ZH1H %
TOMER [4 743+ —) (The Examiner) b THFRS
NpZ ko, W&EFZHED) — - "+ (Henry Leigh
Hunt, 1784-1859) 1 #&E Lz 2 oftFHiE, P.B. =) —

1) ITERFEER T A3 #as - BT #E¥dZ  eguchi@fuk kindaiacjp
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(Percy Bysshe Shelley, 1792-1822). J. H. L/ VX (John
Hamilton Reynolds, 1794-1852) ZLCYa > - ¥—v D=
AW, (#7553 0ik] (“new school of poetry”) % &
SLICHER O DIZT H72AH ) LELNLEET L2, S4B
BABETLH 72 BT, F—VOBNLTH 5,

The last of these young aspirants whom we have
met with, who promise to help the new school to
revive Nature and
“To put a spirit of youth in every thing,” —

is, we believe, the youngest of them, all, and just
of age. His name is John Keats. He has not yet
published any thing except in a newspaper; but a set
of his manuscripts was handed us the other day, and
fairly surprised us with the truth of their ambition,
and ardent grappling with Nature. In the following
Sonnet there is one incorrect rhyme, which might
be easily altered, but which shall serve in the mean
time as a peace-offering to the rhyming critics. The
rest of the composition, with the exception of a little
vagueness in calling the regions of poetry, “the realm
of gold,” we do not hesitate to pronounce excellent,
especially the last six lines. The word swims is
complete; and the whole conclusion is equally

powerful and quiet: ..°

V= NY I F—vE[KREXF{AEH ] (Taspirants”)
D—ANELTHML, S5 [HES DOFLOERME
ZLTHADOH.LCZIY #H A (“the truth of their
ambition, and ardent grappling with Nature” ) (ZEEBEL |
“Chapman’s Homer” 2F SIIF—V D ZFDOHEEFL
TVLHLELEFSLTCWADTHL, WA [&2ToY
IZHHEOBWR L HEAL | (“To put a spirit of youth in
every thing”) &WIH —HiZT 2 A 7 AETDV v 18
PHOFIHTHY, 2N IWL=ADFAE L =4 7 A
K70V y MIRELZEST 2 [#BF] ("Far
Youth”) oA X =Tt EhREGbE TV, EEZLND,

DT, 2o 2EETAES L ShbaF—v 0
“Chapman’s Homer” T®» 5%,

“On First Looking into Chapman's Homer”
Much have I travelled in the realms of gold,

And many goodly states and kingdoms seen;

Round many western islands have I been

Which bards in fealty to Apollo hold.

Oft of one wide expanse had I been told 5
That deep-browed Homer ruled as his demesne;
Yet did I never breathe its pure serene

Till T heard Chapman speak out loud and bold:

Then felt I like some watcher of the skies
When a new planet swims into his ken; 10

Or like stout Cortez when with eagle eyes
He stared at the Pacific, and all his men

Looked at each other with a wild surmise—

Silent, upon a peak in Darien.’

COVAy MEARMTUARIMATFHETD D, w08
17 (octave) TI& [FA) ("T") THLHFHA, ThETIC
HMATERZLOF) Yy fEfott iz [Heo L]
(“realms of gold”) DFRICHKZ TV b LOLAEWDS,
RO ZADOWMFUIH N TFERDH > TH, Fv v I Ui
P B T TIIERIC (202l clEe kit
—JE LW o722 D% h o7z (“Yet did I never breathe
its pure serene”) LMMEL T2, 2F N iFF v v 7~
YAHUCHE D FTIE. EBRICZORRHL LA A—T 2D
WMREER L2 Dol vIDTHL, VA b
%P 0617 (sestet) Tld, Fv v 7Y YROK A -1 A
THOCILEEZODNYDA A=V TRELTVDL I L
BB . — AT [220BI%E | ("some watcher of the
skies”) TH Y. b ) — NIRRT F 25 F—
VTHBHI)VF v - 37 A (Hernan Cortés, 1485-1547)
THbo

2. AN—=bJ20 [7XA)H5E]

F*—> @ “Chapman’s Homer" BIWEIZEZZ %5 27-3
DELT, =V EFHE (The Poems of John Keats) ¥
®OMiriam Allottld, " OFTFELZIT TV 5,

K.s [Keats's] imagery of exploration and discovery
in the poem is drawn chiefly from William
Robertson's History of America (1777), which he read
in his schooldays (Cowden Clarke 124), with possibly
some additional influence from John Evelyn's
dedicatory poem prefacing Thomas Creech’s 1683

translation of Lucretius.”

T3, ATy bS Y FHBOEBEBRRY 4 )7 L - ON—
kv >~ (William Robertson, 1721-1793) @ [7 A1 71 1]
(History of America) \Z22OWTlE, Fx— VA -7 F—7
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MAREGFO R TEARMIZZOFEZIZERLTBY, F—
W5 — B EEETHETOIS ADMICHARL L
T REEHEOHEO—2 L LTHEITTW S,

In the latter part of the time—perhaps eighteen
months—that he remained at school, he occupied the
hours during meals in reading. Thus, his whole time
was engrossed. He had a tolerably retentive memory,

and the quantity that he read was surprising. He

must in those last months have exhausted the school

library, which consisted principally of abridgments

of all the vovages and travels of any note; Mavor's

collection, also his “ Universal History;” Robertson'’s
histories of Scotland, America, and Charles the Fifth;
all Miss Edgeworth’s productions, together with
many other works equally well calculated for youth®

(FHLEREEE)

ZOMF — Y DFRATZEF L LT, "Tooke's ‘Pantheon’ "
“Lempriéres ‘Classical Dictionary " “Zneid”. “Burnet s
‘History of his Own Time ~ % “Leigh Hunt's Examiner”
REVHEOND FENIZF—IFEN=FV D [T A
AR FFALZOND Lk, L2 L h, FETX
ERIE. 77— FRONEHEIITE S LTk, T
BERZH 2 £ 912 RIS TR S TWz] &)
FLIBHHETH bo - Ty Hin® [7 20 8] IZHirh T
WABINVTFADBEBRKIZOVWTERICEZ ETHIRLTW
72D E)DEIAHTH D Z L xfgf Lo,

DT 720758 i2BnTanT AT 23T
Hb, F— @ “Chapman’s Homer” 12 % DL&HIAE
Wb, &b, 5% (Book V) (& “History of the
conquest of New Spain by Cortes” & W9 #HIZ7% - T
B, TOBETHIANTAIOVTHELNTNEDTH
5o

There were in that age two conspicuous theatres, on
which such of the Spanish youth as courted military
glory might display their valour; one in Italy, under
the command of the Great Captain; the other in the
New World. Cortes preferred the former, but was
prevented by indisposition from embarking with
a reinforcement of troops sent to Naples. Upon
this disappointment he turned his views towards
America, whither he was allured by the prospect

of the advantages which he might derive from the

patronage of Ovandoc, the governor of Hispaniola,
who was his kinsman. When he landed at St.
Domingo, in one thousand five hundred and four, his
reception was such as equalled his most sanguine
hopes, and he was employed by the governor in
several honourable and lucrative stations. These,
however, did not satisfy his ambition; and, in the year
one thousand five hundred and eleven, he obtained
permission to accompany Diego Velasquez in his
expedition to Cuba. In this service he distinguished
himself so much, that, notwithstanding some violent
contests with Velasquez, occasioned by trivial
events, unworthy of remembrance, he was at length
taken into favour, and received an ample concession
of lands and of Indians, the recompense usually

bestowed upon adventurers in the New World.”

[fERZME] (El Gran Capitén, “the Great Captain”) @
B4 % WS 3)v KN (Gonzalo Fernandez de Coérdoba,
1453-1515) ORI T TOWEEEHL L /22 VT ATEdH -
Feiss RERIEHHETLT A ) AL H &R DAL T
Wb, #ZTTF4 LTI 7z A7 A (Diego Velazquez
de Cuéllar, 1465-1524) 129 Z & 2FRF SN THF 2 — R
MANEMFE L. ZOECA 25 % R S CERICH
CETOBRO—FAH PN TV S,

T2, UWTIEESSICHBWTF — Y D “Chapman’s
Homer” I2d &3 25/85F~D &) = (“Darien”) 2
ERENLETTH S,

He early entertained an idea, that, either by steering
through the gulf of Florida along the east coast of
North America, some strait would be found that
communicated with the western ocean; or that, by

examining the isthmus of Darien, some passage

would be discovered between the North and
South Seas. But having been disappointed in his
expectations with respect to both, he now confined
his views to such voyages of discovery as he could
make from the ports of New Spain in the South
Sea. There he fitted out successively several small
squadrons, which either perished in the attempt,
or returned without making any discovery of
moment. Cortes, weary of entrusting the conduct
of his operations to others, took the command of

a new armament in person, and, after enduring

156
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incredible hardships, and encountering dangers of
every species, he discovered the large peninsula of
California, and surveyved the greater part of the gulf
which separates it from New Spain® (TFHE&E%)

BELIL T O# ) Th oo 16304, T RiEZ781) 5
BRI, ALT A DERIN o AU 2 o TREELS
WU LIRS RO L0TIE RV, b LIRS T
WA A 5 2 LT, At Ml (BUEO KL ) 7il)
DEOFEENFEREINLOTIE VA, EWIHEZ RN
TWizo LA L. WTIIZOWTh 2oz &
TRELE L7z, ZLT, WIWEFEIHEEO=2— - A
NRANCHLENP S MHTRE L 7 5 & ) IR OMHE~NL
HODRMEL 2fEo T kA L OhD/NE i
AR L72bo0, EERPHELNZV, £ZTINVT
AHGIREZHD ., REOWEIZ DM 2, DWiZizs )
THANZTHEEELL, —a—  ARA VLR DR
FORMTxMELE ("RIELET) (“surveyed”) O
Thb, 20, T TIE. INFANY) T2k (B
NP H) A2 T, DFEDIFEAEYD LT, NN A
TANVZTRBICHET L E CORT PN TV D128
X, b RELMEIZ, aVF ZEEBICIEF—Y 0
FTEMEINLFY) T (“apeak of Darien” ) 1213% -
TVRWVEWVIFETHL, Lirdb, unN—+tvro [7
AVAE] OFtEEHGE, COINTADFERICL HE
HOFMOIL . WM LZIZE0RFIHELNED >
T2l EETHIANTY D, o T, RICF—U 2y )
TREBRLNN - A T V=T EERFBERL TV LT
b, F—VOFEOT—, EHITEFY— NI [KE
LR R S oHLoREE,. F L THROBL
BRI FAA] 72 & ERBLL72HWFE ARG L IIHEN
ZVOTIE W Ebn s’

3. W77 1 AMDDe Rerum Natura

F— v EFEOME Allott B3ZET 72 b 5 — D> DL A,
2FNU—<DEFETHYVFEADL S LT 14 7 X (Titus
Lucretius Caru, c. 99-¢55 BC) OFRAICE L T, #HIz I
John Henry Wagenblassid. LTD & ) 1288 _TWw 2%,

But whether the beauties of Lucretius broke
upon Keats with ‘force and brightness’ when he
was studying at the Enfield school, or during his
apprenticeship at Edmonton, or not until he met
Leigh Hunt and was drawing on his library in the

summer of 1816, there can be no doubt but that

by the fall of the same year he had thoroughly
familiarized himself with Thomas Creech’s translation
of De Rerum Natura. For it was in October 1816, after
his memorable session with Cowden Clarke over the
Chapman folio, that Keats struck off his sonnet, ‘On
First Looking into Chapman’s Homer’, which reveals
definite recollections of Creech’s volume.” (TF#§#l4E

)

AllottiZB 12 John EvelynlZ & AHFOBENH L0 L
NRWVERRNTWVSITHE X 7S, Wagenblassid Eif o
X912, F¥—>® “Chapman’s Homer" 7% [Creech®
BRI ES ] LETHE LTV, T, Z20
Evelyn® % LU H L THAIz\v,

“To Mr. Creech, on his Accurate Version for

Lucretius.”

"Tis true, persuaded that there was rich Ore,

I boldly launch'd, and would new Worlds explore:
Deep Mines I saw, and hidden Wealth to lie

In Rocky Entrails, and Sierra’ s high:

I saw a fruitful Soil, by none yet trod,

Reserv'd for Hero's, or some Demi-God;

And urg'd my Fortune on;
"Till rugged Billows, and a dangerous Coast

My ventrous Bark, and rash Attempt, had cross't;
When landing, unknown Paths, and hard Access,
Made me despond of preconceivd Success;

I turn'd my Prow, and the Discovery made,

But was too weak, too poor my self to trade,
Much less to make a Conquest, and subdue;

That glorious Enterprize was left for you.

Columbus thus, only discover'd Land,

But it was won by great Corteze's Hand:;

As with rich Spoils of goodly Kingdoms fraught,

They immense Treasure to Iberia brought;

So you the rich LUCRETIUS (unknown

To'th’ English World) bravely have made your Own;

And, by just Title, you deserve the CROWN."
(THRES)

THREEBICH D L D12, HEDICEvelynDBFFICIZF— v D
“Chapman’s Homer” IZbAS5NLT)VF > - VT AN
BYd b, auy T AT AU B KRERZFERLZZTT
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HoT, EBICIE TBERZIVFADOT] I2E>THBLEL
b7z LEvelynidiEo CT\wb, ZLTC, TXICFDan
TANEHOMAER L TA XY TSR LB LR
72k, T EESGEOMATIERMOb DO THo72) VoL
T AT ADEDLZMF ] % Thomas Creech?2H 73D b D
LT, ZOFEEL LWEIRZHEIZHS Lozd v o
ThHb, TDLEHIZ. CreechdBERLIER Z OFREHT
ERLTWAZ LW b, ZOFEF—v LOEHIZD
W, WagenblassiZPLTFTD X 5 1I2d kT w5,

One of these editions with its full force of rhymed
endorsements must have caught the eye of Keats, for
the sum of the correspondence between his sonnet
and Evelyn’s lines cannot be attributed to mere
coincidence. Both are in praise of famous translation
of a classic; both record in historical and geographical
terms the writer's enthusiasm on making a literary
exploration among ‘realms of gold’ and ‘rich Ore)
both set forth the commanding figure and name of
‘stout’ or ‘great’ Cortez; and finally, the ‘googly
states and Kingdoms' of Keats is a patent expansion

of the ‘goodly Kingdoms' in Evelyn.*®

BT HE, COFRMES LWFEFF—VOHICEE o721
BEWRL, F—Y DV ARy b EDRFE (“correspondence”)
ﬁ%&éﬁﬁ®~ﬁf%éifﬁ&m&w5 FOHEE
WFThoRL oL LR ERE L, FEO
UC%E’J&TM‘?EJ RERN - HEYLAETEIRD, 18
A RO H 2 A OWTEEBL, E510F—
O [ELVEAREE] 28 [E2LWERE] &\ 9 Evelyn
ODEBALZFERIELLDOTHDL I L EHITTnD, F7-,
Z DMtz b % < DCreech®FEIZ DOV T LTV 5,
—HT, av Y ERKTT 7 M) TRRADOAFY X
WZBIFDNV 7 LT 47 222w U A Martin Priestman
. F—UANOEEIIOWT, RO LI ITHERTW S,

Keats, another writer who exchanged sonnets with
Hunt, based his famous sonnet ‘On First Looking
into Chapman's Homer' on John Evelyn's comparison
of Creech’s DRN translation to Cortez’s conquest of
the Incas’ realms of gold, although otherwise his

work has few directly Lucretian echoes.”

Bl % . Evelyn?CreechiR @ De Rerum Natura 3 )V 7 A |2
£%4 AW EOE GO EEOMERICE 722 L IZRE

Lood, ZNUIIOWTIEFICHEMMEZ o T
VY, & 5 (ZPriestmanidWagenglass®D . 2 F ) V¥ —
YOFHEOFIZT LT 4 I ANORERRZT5NE L)
FIRIZIEFHBSN R RV E FTEVY 5 T 5 HIZ Rk
vt HEMIZ, b LF— U OEvelyn Dk % A
SREHBEEZIT T bT b, RENF<TD [F1) T
VOTELE] 2B LR Lz00, v KE R ERA
%ebo %0, ZOWMATEREINLDIIINT AHE
RL7NN ) 73 V=7 REOLHICHET ST
F - ANFUMR (“Sierra”) THoT, —a— + ALV
DFEDFNALES L /3F < BE O &) T 2 Hlsk & 33T
NG CTHENH72, Fry— VA - 75— ORIEEEIC
bHD LI, F— T MY LELEHEAL Tz (Ma
tolerably retentive memory ) & 35 7% 51X, £A2L T
WD 2D &) R HHM A HENZ LT O L v ) K E 2 EER
WD

4. EmiglC

Lk, ¥—>® “Chapman’s Homer” BIfE. & 0 b
B EBROT -~ IIHBE 52720 TERwhEEZS
NDZBERIZOWTHBIL TE72e 74T A - GN—}Y
YO [T AYAE] 2oV TIR, HERPICF -V PFATY
720 7 — 7 FRAEHEOHEDO—D>TEH o720 d Ltk
WA, FX— VKX 7T = OFAPIELVET B %51,
ORERES & TETHIM TH o7z v ) JITEB/TE
B\e 20 VI LT AT ADEEIZONTIE, Tk
ER TNT AD NG F— Y Ok L BT 2 HIIHS
ThHhbo TO—FHT, F) L yOMED &, Priestman
D LA & 912, WagenglassBEET 51T DK E i
BPREE L2089 PIEEEMIES .

INT RS NVRT REEIZOWTIE, ﬁif%ﬂ%:
VT A Ve W)X O WL zH, —HEIC

O EZ THDHEMET DI LI TERVA, ZORIC
DWTIEELHOBRK IR T A2 LENH L, £72. 1
W=V FT T NG REN G TRIROKRE OB O 72,
WhWwBbATy bTr FEFIERISEED o TWAER
RTHY) ., F—IDPRALY T— 7 FRORERLIE, 5
FEC) B T7 2 ) ps] PAtch A3y b5 R
RFT ¥ = VAAMDRESEEO—HE Lo T2 LN
GhroTWb, 2F ), FARTHEIST 72 IEEHEOHE
NERCERMEBHEOHELR L&D, Hr RHlAr5Z20
IO W TIRGET 2 L ERH o WTILICE L, F—
DEMEICIRERICHE Y5 2
LOPRLELTME 57200 v BEHLIIT L7
DI, 5% MRV LETDH 5,

v @ “Chapman’s Homer"
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