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Results of this research project suggest that when students have a limited time to improve their

English speaking proficiency, task-based language teaching may be more suitable than traditional
approaches.

The research proceeded closely in line with the original submitted plan. The

first year was spent in preparation for data collection which occurred in the second year of the
project. The final year was spent processing and analyzing the collected data and we began writing
up the findings for publication. We also presented the findings at two international conferences
during the final year of the project. To date, we have submitted one completed publication which is
currently under review in an international peer-reviewed journal. We have two other papers currently
in preparation. With regard to the main findings, results showed that although the final gains in
English speaking proficiency for both groups in the experiment were the same, the growth patterns
were very different depending on the pedagogical approach taken. Our findings showed that task-based
language teaching leads to quicker gains in speaking proficiency and therefore may be more suitable
to short-terms courses.
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