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Abstract When the modern insurance system was first introduced to Japan by Yu-
kichi Fukuzawa’s “Seiyou Tabi Annai” in 1867, the satirical cartoon called “Ponchi-
e” was popular among readers. As the ancestor of modern manga, Rakuten Kitazawa
created “Jiji Manga.” He established a new genre as the first Sunday newspaper
cartoon version that became independent from “Jiji Shimpo.”

In “Jiji Manga,” Rakuten Kitazawa humorously portrayed the insurance industry
at that time from various perspectives such as fire insurance, life insurance, insurance
agents, and medical examiners. He had a keen eye for insurance, and his works
serve as valuable historical materials for learning about the early days of Japan’s

modern insurance system.
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