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Overused Words in the Essays of English Learners
: Possibility of Building a Learner Corpus

Noriko MATSUDA, Takayuki ISHII, Masahiko IWATA,
Mitsuko NISHI, Yoshiko HAMAZAKI

Abstract

The aim of this study is to show the results of surveys conducted to find out the state of overused words in the
essays of English learners at the Faculty of Applied Sociology, Kindai University. A dataset of 150 English learners
was compared to that of English native speakers using the learner corpora ICNALE (International Corpus Network
of Asian Learners of English) and NICER (Nagoya Interlanguage Corpus of English Reborn). Key overused words
showed that English learners tend to overuse personal pronouns, basic verbs, and nouns describing familiar
existence such as “mother” and “friend.” Further analysis based on their proficiency levels revealed that the level
of lexical variety in the essays was higher in high proficiency learners. Proficient learners were characterized by
the overuse of “we” rather than the third person such as “he” or “she,” and the underuse of basic verbs and nouns
describing familiar existence. We also discuss the possibility of building a learner corpus with this data, which will
serve as a valuable database for future English learners and educators.
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# 31X ICNALE O %GR RFEREHE O T— 4 &
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%1 ICNALE & NICER %A L T U /- BEERE (RLH) O7F—%
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BRIEMREE

SERE LL SERE LL
(ICNALE) (NICER)
i 2619 1491.01 i 1594 1135.45
was 973 1344.26 was 588 1030.27
said 324 633.80 said 195  497.20
my 663  436.41 my 469  452.26
we 535 390.42 went 98  254.37
went 160 317.23 mother 76 220.64
me 357 278.29 me 219 215.46
were 269 276.47 we 264 190.00
day 181 207.19 day 118 177.65
mother 93 200.32 he 99 158.35
came 101 185.75 were 138 157.04
she 112 171.60 she 76 154.90
told 92 150.38 told 67 148.37
thought 107 146.78 her 65 142.76
he 128 141.40 came 53 122.48
her 85 135.72 thought 65 113.43
friend 70 126.70 wanted 52 112.90
wanted 76 123.90 friend 45 106.92
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1 pught that he did not have to apologize to them. But he remembered his mother said "If you happen a accident, you need to apologize honestly." |
2 He thought that the honesty was very important and the phrase that his mother said was true. 1 heard this surprising story from him next day
3 My grandmother was bright, playful, and attractive person, but when my mother was young she was boring and seemed to be unfriendly to my mo
4 y mother was young she was boring and seemed to be unfriendly to my mother. However, their relationship improved by her grandchildren were
5 e born. All too well, the death of my grandmother was unbearable to my mother. My mother regretted my grandmother's death more than anyone
6 oo well, the death of my grandmother was unbearable to my mother. My mother regretted my grandmother's death more than anyone else. I saw |
7 her regretted my grandmother's death more than anyone else. I saw my mother crying, saying "I wish I had more thanks." and I realized that it's r
8 embarrassed and tried to get rid of the dirt but couldn't. A little later, my mother came back from shopping. As soon as she looked at the carpet, st
9 "Who soiled the carpet?" I was scared and couldn't give myself up to my mother, but my brother gave himself up to her for me. I was surprised to
10 mself up to her for me. I was surprised to see him. He was scolded by my mother. I thought that it was wrong for him to be scolded instead of me, :
11 s wrong for him to be scolded instead of me, so I said "I did it." Then my mother told him that it was great to cover your sister, and she told me th:
12 it is important to be honest though this story. One day, I talked with my mother about my future. She said, how about to be teacher for me becat
13 b her terrible thing yesterday. So I was going to said sorry to her. I cold mother, and said "I am sorry." and told my dream. Therefore, Ithought
14 om the reality of the life. I decided to stop going to school. I said to my mother that I caught a cold and wanted to be absent. My mother worried
15 |. I said to my mother that I caught a cold and wanted to be absent. My mother worried my body. My mother called my teacher and said to him it
16 aught a cold and wanted to be absent. My mother worried my body. My mother called my teacher and said to him it. I was able to be absent from
17 game all day. But1I felt guilty to lie. I stop playing game and said to my mother the truth. Because of all, I think that honestly is the most imp¢
18 n order to refuse his suggestion. 1 said "Sorry, vr. I Recently, my mother go sick in bed, so I take care her. I have to clean my house, make
19 5. When I was 7 years old, 1 told a lie. Because I didn't be angry at my mother. I wanted to try her lipstick. It color was cherry red. It was very ¢
20 my doll?" Il was looking for her plush doll of a girl that made by her mother. It was precious for her. I didn't have such a thing, so I was jealot
21 ter a while, she gave me a very cute girl doll that made byl and her mother. She said, "Let's play with them!" I was so happy. I learned the im
22 with[llll. My character and Il character were exactly opposite. My mother didn't like me because I can't do properly and I was bad grade. O
23 me because I can't do properly and I was bad grade. On the other hand, mother liked Il because she can do properly and she was good grade.
24 be brave and could help her. When I got home, the phone rang and my mother answered the phone "Thank you for today. I was very happy." An
25 at, my classmate said to me "Thank you for the help this time." Then my mother said "You are wrong the person to tell. The person who helped yo
26 went to movie by myself. T was lonely when I did something. 1asked my mother why I can not make a friend. My mother said "You do not ask othe
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1 en, teachers found us and asked us why we went out. I wanted to lie, the friend honestly apologized. After that, our teachers kept getting angry. A
2 riends, including myself, began to be warned by teachers. But my honest friend was the same at usual. After that, his attitude appreciated, and he v
3 we took some pictures which are beautiful view. At that time, one of my friend said that "Something white in this picture!" But everyone did not be
4 ant for me to talk about honest opinion. 1 was very happy to have a lot of friend who can speak honesty. I think that honest talking causes to make
5 baseball skills, but your minds always help you." One day, I went to my friend's house to study with my friend. I took a short break in a small park
6 Iways help you." One day, I went to my friend's house to study with my friend. I took a short break in a small park with no one. Then there was «
7 yen. At that same time, I was very happy and lucky. I forgot to go to my friend's house and took the suitcase home and 1 seriously thought about t
8 ind. and honesty is the best policy. However I was been so angry for my friend because I forgot to go to my friend's house to study with my friend
9 However I was been so angry for my friend because I forgot to go to my friend's house to study with my friend. This is a story from which I learne
10 pr my friend because I forgot to go to my friend's house to study with my friend. This is a story from which I learned the importance of honesty. Tt
11 pl rules. I had never brought snacks to school. However, I got it from my friend and ate it only once at school. ~ One morning, a teacher found out
12 f 1 would tell the teacher by myself. This is because, I got snacks from my friend only once at school. After a lot of consideration, I decided to tell the
13 to do. OK, I give up to join you." Because of my great lie, I can go to friend's house. We enjoy to play game very much. Two hours later, One ¢
14 's house. We enjoy to play game very much. Two hours later, One of my friend say that I want to go to park. All of us agree this suggestion. This p
15 rtant to be honest. This is a true story of what happened to me. I had a friend, when I was in the elementary school. His name is Ill. He was a
16 that honest is very important. I knew people should deal honesty with a friend. I understood the importance of honesty owing to be a deputy capt
17 ent too. One day, I was invited to go the fireworks display by one of my friend. However, I promised to go to the festival with my boyfriend. Thei
18 However, I promised to go to the festival with my boyfriend. Then, my friend didn't knew that I have a boyfriend. So I thought the other reason
19 oice I always hear and I knew well. I couldn't believe it. That was the my friend. I wasn't able to say nothing when I saw her because I was surpris
20 ent for me. I was very excited that I practiced hard until today. Then, my friend the from same part said, "You are good player, so I think your cont
21 ned. I hit the my senior's flute. The moment nobody move and speak. My friend said, "I saw that you are hit it." I noticed that I hit the flute. But not
22 ne accident was happened. One day, I promised to play in the park with a friend after school. I was looking forward to play after school so I arrived
23 rived at the park early. I spent a long time to wait only by myself. But my friend did not come there. He broke a promise. This is the first time that 1
24 when I was child. I wanted to make many friends. But I could not make friend. Everyone have many friends and they laugh with their friends. I sa
25 saw it. I only can see such a thing. I thought that why I do not make a friend. I say hello. I am nice. I am kind other people. I laugh at them. Why
26 . Tam nice. I am kind other people. I laugh at them. Why I can not make friend and other people can make many people? Other people went to shc
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Feeling Happy 5th Grade Descriptive Il 11
Alien Encounter 6th Grade Narrative Il 40

1] 21
Desert Island 6th Grade Narrative 1 36
Lesson Learned 6th Grade Narrative I 20

Il 22

FIUZIE T L were ICBI L THIMIZ LL 0 FHREIEL 2D, RBICEI 2T H
BHEPE L RoTwh, 2F ) FIYEIEL L72BE O LL S TS5 W etk 2 i T & 5.
bl I ABEHEAGF LD O L ABERN o2 L3a@ekoflizonTtdbsis
Y xS A5 LA bh s, NICER 2 WREME A V. [ A IC mother X friend 45 0
L728A1E 3 ABRD he & her iIZHiHH ST B AHFFEICET L2 SEICOWT L HHEN
v, F7z, EARFEF O LL MK o Twb. 155 & LL OFENKL %2> TH Y, NICER

%3 ICNALE ZfEA L THIH L -BRAEOBFIEARE (RELH) O7—4

BRIEHEE s LL BRIEHEE . LL
(L~LIRID (L ~ULll)
i 1594  1135.45 was 385 736.21
was 588 1030.27 i 1025 708.66
said 195  497.20 said 129 377.26
my 469  452.26 we 271 322.52
went 98 254.37 were 131 206.90
mother 76 220.64 went 62 183.68
me 219 215.46 came 48 135.37
we 264 190.00 me 138 134.66
day 118 177.65 my 194 103.05
he 99 158.35 day 63 88.81
were 138 157.04 thought 42 79.56
she 76 154.90 she 36 71.27
told 67 148.37 friend 25 64.56
her 65 142.76 wanted 24 51.46
came 53 122.48 mother 17 51.12
thought 65 113.43 told 25 50.42
wanted 52 112.90 her 20 36.11
friend 45 106.92 he 29 26.05
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(L ~ULIRID (L ~Lll

i 1594 2292.24 i 1025 1574.62
was 588 795.95 was 385 561.94
my 469  551.11 we 271 362.55
said 195 394.85 said 129 295.78
me 219 266.94 were 131 185.37
went 98  230.47 me 138 174.41
we 264 225.76 went 62 166.75
day 118 171.75 my 194 152.55
were 138 137.22 came 48 102.32
friend 45 131.96 friend 25 87.58
told 67 123.53 day 63 87.22
he 99 121.65 thought 42 71.45
mother 76 110.37 told 25 38.83
thought 65 101.59 wanted 24 34.91
came 53 89.09 she 36 28.24
wanted 52 84.36

she 76 79.87

her 65 61.72

I L7254, mother [ ST uwa v,

5. %
WEEEREDOT y v 4 ZiHH LT, SERE
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4, [(1) ICNALE % NICER TR oW L9 %
EAEOMBEHBEOERENRONL ] &
WHOHWIZE L TiEBBORRONIZEEZ
5 ENTE D, SATWIZE T ICNALE @ 5347
KR, we OZ NS NTA, KWFFETIE
we 7217 Tl % L, AMRAFAEKOL AR
SNz F7z, SEATHIZE CTIEEE BN think
LR S N7205, KFZE T think (RRETE
i thought) DA TId7 {, EAREFNL M S
nCwi, F7o, Kifgeclfmez L L L,
Bt 7 f24E T A mother & friend D% H D H
Fons b

WA [(2) FBEEOBEMFEIC L o TEREIHH
FEOLLRHHZO b OIZER R 55 h ]
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B’ BT Ebhroiz. 72721 we lZBI4E
T, BRENENRL E, 1 AEEARLF LY
D1 AMEERLFICEESPEINLZ LD
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fbstEEF N B e C & 5. NS
Ennizl, EREEHOBHIEAT L L
R BT F4E CTd - 72 mother % friend O fifi F§
AT AHEIZOWTHH LS ENER D
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ZORIBIE, FEEIARWEO) I T - a v
BOLNRoTWVE, AFIZOVWTERT LD
ThHhNE, vt Af BEOFMsLEL %5
TL AN, KiFgeTldT v & 4 OFFliE
FEREIZANT W\, Criterion® 12 X 5 B E)
FHiiEZ0FEHEHTL2O0%N 0L 9 b
AHTH L, T2, RFFETHB SN, »
ODOREN L BREHEAHORT S 2 &
T, FEHAOBRERMAIZED L) 2EALI &
INLDEELOR, SHOMEERD2A
I, BIZIE, AT — %1%, H5EPE
DFBHEN—EOBPERELZMHHL 2w X
ICHRT LI L DORFETHAT L7200
B H B, EEHEIZL > THB SN T —
SR L CEIENRMIEEENRDL Z LT,
IVFEHNLREMARFLB I 2L ER
5.
RIFFEIEFEDO T E EF o T b 720,
WREZHOGHT L SHBOREL o Tn5.
S5, AfFEOEER) I FT—Yarkl
T, Tyt A PHICHEELMHEL TENN
72bDTHLEIENHIToNE. 29 LT —
FIEDFE WD, YD L) EBELELOH
WXESBAETLLEDNH L. RBICEEEL
BEEIZET L7200 — 8 ADRESE D] g
POV TER L7z,

KEDL Y A 2 ERT LI L TERES
ROSHEFHZBET L L iEE R,

HFWEEZR 2 L3, SEFCEEo L
AL AN Z AL NT VLD EHME L
HTELWEEMEDSH D, REFFETD, K14
TlEH 505, FHEOSHEMHZHEL, —
MR EEEEL L, B, IEL
oy A4 OHE TREFESN TV S5,
HREOM N BB BT, L) BLIRERH
N DOT — ¥ R—ADREAYE 2 THHE
WD TIERWZEA D D EE, EEHAFRS
FREE Y AN RVAS R S Y (Wl (L=
B A= N ADRENHKA LN T VDD, 5k
DHMBG, H)Fa2TrRHEEEZL L L
THHELREGE LD EEZOND.

B

L. Criterion® (& TOEFL® 7 A s THIHGNT W 5
7 X 1) 7@ ETS (Educational Testing Service)
HHFEL72T 4 T 1 >~ V7 EH O LMS (Learning
Management System) T& 5. TOEFL iBT® T
fEHENTW D erater® L) HEpER ST
UL BREDATOND ZE D TH 5.

2. KF&THEH L T\ 5 Native H @ Topic 12 B
9 % Instruction {3 “Choose one of the topics
listed below: education (2217) money (2247)
sports” & 7o TWh,

3.ETS (https://www.ets.org/toeic) DT —#|Z&i
i, LAV IR T D7 T ADF- iid TOEIC® A
ITICIRE T 5HE 345 ~ 395 B (F—uvwidk
18 E 552 P Common European Framework
of Reference for Languages, 2%V CEFR Ti&
A2), LNV T D7 T ADFE 1id 470 ~570 £
(CEFR TlX A2 ~Bl) %%,

4. 10 B F fF 12D TI&, Criterion® @ b
¥y 7 L ICNALE * NICER® b ¥ v 7 @
EWDITE S T W B IR S . RS
ICNALE @ 2 20 } ¥ v 7 12DV TIE—#kd
RRMTE27:0, TOMFHEEIIMK RS
THEESE W L IZEETRETH 5.

5. W 125RT X912, 1 AD% % S mother
EEALTChEEEbH LD 1RO
LTWwWaHadbdhb, AETHwzIE, 37TA
7% mother i L T\ 5,



6. 2O DOFEOMHHHED R HNBHRIID
WTlE, Ty f DNy 72 EHEICLY
HEOFED [ 7L —4] it [AF—<]
OBFEPLERETELRELS 205, 5
OB L 72\,

SEXHR

Granger, S. (Ed.) (1998). Learner English on
computer. Longman, London.

Ishikawa, S. (2013) The ICNALE and sophisti-
cated contrastive interlanguage analysis of
Asian learners of English. Learner corpus
studies in Asia and the world, 1,91-118.

AJME—RB . (2019). HEFFEFEE I — /X AL
DOBUREE . B IERORE S A - HR
VA I T 4 Fundamentals Review, 12(4),
280-289.

i
~

EERBEO Iy v A RS NG B

=i

Sugiura, M., Narita, M., Ishida, T., Sakaue, T.,
Murao, R., & Muraki, K. (2007). A discriminant
analysis of non-native speakers and native
speakers of English. In M. Davies, P. Rayson, S.
Hunston, P. Danielsson (Eds.). Proceedings of
the Corpus Linguistics Conference, CL2007:
Unaversity of Birmingham, UK, 27-30 July
2007 (pp. 1-17 of Article #216). Birmingham,
UK: University of Birmingham.

BB - £TFHT - IR - EAaE
(i) (2013). B & 7 — VR iG>
F7w 2z RIEEEENE | Rt

wE
MLy LA DT = ZRPL TS
PFEOERRIS, O &) L B ET

Bt
L7794 T)F DLV E NEY ZIZLTOMY) Th b,

Level [5th Grade]
Topic [Feeling Happy]
Feeling Happy (Descriptive)

Think about something that made you happy recently. Describe fully what happened and how you felt. Also explain

why it made you feel that way.

Level [6th Grade]
Topic [Alien Encounter]
Alien Encounter (Narrative)

Imagine you're walking home when a spaceship carrying three teenagers from another planet lands in front of you.
The aliens have come to learn about life on Earth, and they want you to be their guide! What happens next? Use

your imagination to finish the story.

Level [6th Grade]
Topic [Desert Island]
Desert Island (Narrative)

Write a short story that begins with you sitting in your classroom and ends with you on an island trying to get back
home. How did you get there? What does the island look like? Is anyone else on the island with you? How do you

spend your time there and how do you get home?

Level [6th Grade]
Topic [Lesson Learned]
Lesson Learned (Narrative)

Many stories center on an important lesson that a character learns, such as “Honesty is the best policy.” Write a
story about a character who learns about honesty. Be sure to include all the events that help your character learn

about the importance of honesty

(https://criterion.ets.org/Content/topics/topics.htm & 1) $fik)





