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This study focuses on the roles of written records in the Middle Ages,
especially the inquisitorial registers in southern France. Since the thirteenth century, as the use
of written instruments increased, the preservation and protection of the records was a major concern

of the royal government and the inquisition as well as the municipal government. Documents became
records of which text was consulted or inspected according to its contents.
The main points of this study are as follows. Firstly, the relationship between the city of Toulouse
and the royal authority was constructed by a series of negotiations based upon the evidence in the
documents. Secondly, the inquisitorial registers were made, preserved and used in order to extract
information of heretics from their records.
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