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Japanese Language Education Using Music
“The Song of Antonyms”

Hiroyuki MIZOKUCHI

To learn antonyms in Japanese language education, leaners can not only enjoy antonym games, but
also can increase vocabulary, study culture and learn concepts related to the words. For example, consider the
opposites of the Japanese word "fakai". They are "hikui (low)" and "yasui (cheap)". In English, the opposite of
"high" is "low" and the opposite of "expensive" is "cheap". In this way, Japanese and English are sometimes not the
same. Can you imagine the opposite of two being three? It would be hard to imagine, but you might understand when
they are given as ni(2) in "nimaime (handsome guy) " and san(3) in "sanmaime (an unsophisticated guy) ". In an
another instance, the opposite of "sen(1000)-ryou-yakusya (a popular actor)" is "daikon (radish)-yakusya (a bad actor)".
These opposites are derived from Japanese acting culture.

In this article, the contents of the lyrics will be explained in order to examine what kind of things can be learned
using the music teaching material for Japanese language education "The Song of Antonyms" created in July 2018. As it
is distinctive that in lyrics, antonyms are categorized into parts of speech such as adjectives, adverbs, nouns, verbs,

proverbs, and so on, they can be applied to Japanese language education.

Keywords: hantaigo (antonyms), Japanese culture, idioms, proverbs
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[APPENDIX—1 (#z) | R %88 DI
The Song of Antonyms

JE R Fl(adjectives)

(=N D [ ZA-WE, A TT N ?
“Takai’ no hantai wa nandesu ka ?

Zpat) =5y TN\, NEZAH  TXRT W],

Karoriiga ~ “hikui” . Nedanga “yasui’ .
|7 (adverbs)
ﬁ;.,l;oU\o‘)J D (i@f:\\fi\ rttodi‘”o
“Tyoppiri” no hantaiwa  “Tappuri” .

[F72, T @ 1BAEWE, T, T4,
“Mada, dekinai” no hantaiwa  “Mou, dekita” .

4, 5i(nouns) -1

(DIFYVEN] D ZAFEWNE, {EYSH ],
“Nobori-zaka” no hantaiwa  “kudari-zaka” .

(29900 @ dAEWL, T390,
“Goukaku” no hantaiwa  “hu-goukaku” .

4, i (nouns)-2

NIAN] Y Zxid o 2 (3,
“Hantai” toiu kotobano hantai wa,

[XAHEW] Y\ Zrldd >9hnwEd,
“Sansei” toiu kotobao tukaimasu.

)5 (verbs)

[Rl) @ AW, <& T35,
“Nugu” no hantai wa Huku o “kiru” .
(Tlz OB, (2 =z T3,
Bousi o “kaburu” . Kutu o “haku”

1
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[{${] D [ZAWE, WATE N ?
“Wakuwaku” no hantai wa nandesu ka ?
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Dareka ni “harahara” . Zibun wa “bikubiku”

Z ¥ H T ¥ (idiomatic words, idioms, proverbs)
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“Nimaime” no hantai wa, “Sanmaime”
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Sazi 0 nageru no hantai wa, nanakorobl-yaokl
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(241232) © AW, (251232 /R

“Ru-su-ni-su-ru’ no hantai wa “Ru-su-ni-su-ru’
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“Si-n-bu-n-si” no hantaimo “Si-n-bu-n-si”

18] 3& (inverted words)

NN Y\ ZXlED 12A =W
“Te-bu-ku-ro” toiu kotoba no hantai wa,

[543 wAETNY L5290 0W TG,
“Ro-ku-bu-te” nandakeredo zikkousinaide.

[&] A 3 & (Isomorphism inversion)

AV TOWZIh bhsin, =257,
“Hai” ka “lie” ka wakaranai, “kekkou desu”

NIvIE Tonz g Yb5TE THF=29TY
“Hai” mo “lie” mo dotirademo, “kekkou desu”

XoF
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The Song of Antonyms

JE%5 il(adjectives)

[\ D 1ZAWIE, RATEN?

“Takai” no hantaiwa  nandesu ka ?
Ho—h @ W) MEAB @
Karorii ga  ( -i). Nedanga (

| 7 (adverbs)

[Hx-U%1 @ 13AEWE, O( )
“Tyoppiri” no hantaiwa  ( ).

@(C ). TED BAEGE B L TEE),
( ), dekinai” no hantai wa  ( , dekita).

4, Fil(nouns) -1

[(DITYXH] D HAEWIE. O X,
“Nobori-zaka” no hantaiwa  ( -zaka).
(2940 @ 124V, @( 295
“Goukaku” no hantaiwa (  -goukaku).

4,5 (nouns) -2

NI v 2l o [ dAEW (4,
“Hantai” toiu kotobano hantai wa, .-
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( ) to yuu kotoba o tukaimasu.

#)5 (verbs)

RC) © BAEGE, SE O )
“Nugu” no hantai wa Hukuo ( ).

[TIL%Z @( )o (2% O )o
Bousio ( ). Kutuo ( ).
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({1 D ZA7=W0NE, AT N ?
“Wakuwaku” no hantai wa  nandesu ka ?

iz @( o LUsiAld, @(
Darekani ( ).  Zibun wa, (

Z ¥ I Y (idiomatic words, idioms, proverbs)

NeEved] o 1340, @C DEvw ey e
“Nimaime” no hantaiwa, (  )maime.

(S22 510 1ZA7=\0d, ©(

“Sazi o nageru” no hantai wa,  (

= X (palindrome)
(2312F2%] & 1ZA =0, @ ) /i
“Ru-su-ni-su-ru” no hantai wa  ( ). (. “}
| BLLE LIS
TLASALL @ 13A-WE, @( )o = P @
“Si-n-bu-n-si” no hantaimo  ( ). . % ‘
8] 3& (inverted words)
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“Te-bu-ku-ro” toiu kotoba no hantai wa,
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( ) nandakeredo zikkousinaide.

[=] A 1 & (Isomorphism inversion)

N7y TonWZ oy s, O
“Hai” ka “lie” ka wakaranai, (

Mgt Townwz s Y55, @
“Hai” mo “lie” mo dotirademo, (

4
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