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We investigated how cancer cells induce Epithelial-Mesenchymal Transition
(EMT) and promote cancer stem cell activation in the cancer microenvironment and how they acquire
tumor immunosuppression and evasion ability. The involvement of EMT in the acquisition of immune
escape capacity in the cancer microenvironment was suggested. The results indicated that EMT

enhancement and PD-L1 expression

are not unidirectional, but rather complex and bidirectional.

Knockdown of PD-L1/PD-L2 was found to suppress EMT. These data suggested that the induction of EMT
expression in cancer cells is regulated in close interrelation with tumor immunosuppression and

evasion ability via PD-L1/PD-L2.
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