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Abstract The Kansai economy, measured by "gross prefectural product per capita"
compared to national average, has significantly declined from 1955 to 2020, and has been
below the national average since 1997. On the other hand, the national share of number of
schools and students of universities and junior colleges in Kansai exceed its share of
population. We can find higher proportion of young people in university age in many cities
in Kansai. Then, universities and students are one of the major opportunities remaining for
the Kansai economy.

In Kansai, collaboration among universities is very active in order to increase their
attractiveness. The Consortium of Universities in Kyoto is most famous, but the
Consortium of Universities in Osaka is also doing well. I introduce major activities of the

latter Consortium, as well as expressing hope for its further development.
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