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Abstract The paper discusses on the evolution of labor movement in Japan, focusing
on Post WWII Era. In the period, many enterprise-based or plant-based unions were
organized by the employees. Those unions became basic organizations of the labor
movement in Japan thereafter. This paper is a case study of 13 plants of 5 major steel
makers, examining organizing processes using official union histories of the plant-based
unions. It presents a typology of organizing processes focusing on the influences of pre-

WWII labor movements in Japan.
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