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The evergreen broadleaf trees as the oviposition sites of the Japanese gypsy moth,
Lymantria dispar (Lepidoptera: Lymantridae)
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Synopsis

We found oviposition on evergreen broad-leaves of Quercus glauca by Japanese gypsy moth,
Lymantria dispar in Nara, Western Japan. Six and two egg masses of the moth were observed on the
man-made objects and on leaf undersurface of the evergreen broad-leafed tree, Q. glauca, which were
planted on the side of the objects, respectively. But no egg mass was found on leaf undersurface of
Cinnamomum camphora and Prunus lannesiana Wils. cv. Sekiyama, which were also planted on the
side of the structures. The number of egg masses laid on the man-made objects was three times larger
than that on leaf undersurface of Q. glauca, but this difference was not statistically significant ones.
Relative light intensities at the site of oviposition on the man-made objects and on leaf undersurface
of Q. glauca were significantly lower than those on leaf undersurface of C. camphora and P.
lannesiana Wils. cv. Sekiyama. These results suggested that Japanese gypsy moth select the man-made
objects and leaf undersurface of Q. glauca, where relative light intensities was lower than leaf

undersurface of C. camphora and P. lannesiana Wils. cv. Sekiyama as their oviposition sites.

Keywords: Evergreen broadleaf tree, Leaf undersurface, Lymantria dispar, Oviposition site

selection, Quercus glauca
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