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Coleridge and Unitarianism: Focusing on his Early Religious

The main purpose of this paper is to examine possible influences of William Frend and Joseph Priestley upon Samuel Taylor Coleridge. Coleridge

was born and raised Anglican; however, he went deeply into Unitarianism after he entered Jesus College at Cambridge University. It will be

pointed out that, in the midst of the ideological conflict after the outbreak of the French Revolution, he seems to have been influenced by some non-

conformist and liberal figures around him, including Frend, and by such atmosphere at Jesus College at that time. In addition, Coleridge seems

to have been influenced by Priestley’s Unitarian thoughts, too, for Coleridge’s attitude to Orthodoxy is quite similar to Priestley’s. He revered the

clergyman, philosopher and chemist so much that he composed a sonnet dedicated to him.

The last part of this paper examines some excerpts from Biographia Literaria, an autobiography by Coleridge, in order to find out how and

when he began to believe in Unitarianism, and why he eventually departed from it. It will also be pointed out that, after struggling to understand

Christianity in his own way, he found his own answer.
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MRIE L2 I — A7 —VORETH ) . EEEHEZD
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T Ty DI LFEEI0OR S By Atk MET
LEEEHENMOR Y a —Y - a—)1) v (George
Coleridge, 1764-1828) 2 %8 T 7217924F1 H24H £+ & & fi
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B3 %2 IXHLEbETWF T (T have yet prudence

enough to respect that gluttony of Faith waggishly yclept
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F2% (Unitarianism) ~&@E LT <,
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WAOFEHOPFTIERMIRF ) A MEANORFEEFE L
7TRFMEE, T =N v DD T v VRFEOY —
ALy VICAFLICEEZETH) . TRUEKER T CHK
X2 57200 ThHh o720 TLTEZORIZ, Falby
YO7xu—Th), 5I22=7"Y 7 ¥ (Unitarian)
TbHo72 4 )7, 7Ly F (Wiliam Frend, 1757-
1841) DRBEF Lo ThHotzbEZLNL TL Y
2, CORREFEHEBICHETL2EFTLH), ro 7Yy
VRFEDOF 2 — ¥ — OB ER BN, Ok, 1793125
EEHSOAFELFHINCHA L AED/S 7Ly b
(Peace and Union recommended to the Associated Bodies
of Republicans and Anti-republicans) % $E L 7= & H3
FREE D DOWIZIERFEPLBERENTLE )6 1o T,
TLYRICEB2=7 )7 Y EROPZEZ LR L T2l
Ta—TIZH LT, I v VIZIERRF Y A NORE
MORFF R AN, ZOEBHOHMTDH -7z L HEH
TE 2. DT 7))y VRFOTV—FZX-ab vy Vi,
WhWBERN 2 EEOFEHOESHpTh), =7
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Thot” Frzy 179042 T Fv ¥ F - /3=~ (Edmund
Burke, 1729-1797) 287 7 » A¥ay K RN O EayE 1 %
FaELCHH L2z BE/ Sy 7Ly b [75 v ARG OB
(Reflections on the Revolution in France) % . Z17914FE 12
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A4 + Mk (John Cartwright, 1740-1824) 12 & » TAIE S
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# 4 1(Society for Constitutional Information. LLF SCI)
DAVIN=Thd o7z, TOSCLIE, 18Ik EKA F1) 212
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D& B HILFERIIET 5 UHEE THE I, ROFH4%
o> FraifEl4 (London Corresponding Society. VAT
LCS) ~NE#Hio T 7272 L, SCLIdMfk & L TAH
JEE# 4 E£5% (Rational Dissent) OER #MFT 5121
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(John Locke, 1632-1704) 1Zd K& g% 5 2. 184K
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2543 (the Council of Nicaea in 325) PARgIZE¥G & S
72707 AEFE (Arianism) DEEHIZOWTDH, AW
BRCTRI=FT )7V ICHEEND2 72, KO AFY
ADAZT YT » b, EEEBEEE ORI
52k aEDse [5AD] (Test Act 1673) % [ BinfFk]
(Corporation Act 1661) D¥HEE. &, PEHE S O
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Watchman) O % A bVid, B3R A v 7 OZFET
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VA7) Yz =] 3 (Cambridge Intelligencer)
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Magazine) \ZB 85 OFF [EKKDOHK] (The Rime of the
Ancient Mariner) %560 AUGERDH o 72720 Tld
PELEZLN TV LT, SO7) =R )T
by ty MEFOARERZSIHT %,

SONNET: TO PRIESTLEY

Tho' rous'd by that dark Vizir RIOT rude

Have driven our PRIESTLEY o'er the Ocean swell;

Tho' SUPERSTITION and her wolfish brood

Bay his mild radiance, impotent and fell;

Calm in his halls of Brightness he shall dwelll 5
For lol RELIGION at his strong behest

Starts with mild anger from the Papal spell,

And flings to Earth her tinsel-glittering vest,

Her mitred state and cumbrous pomp unholy;

And JUSTICE wakes to bid th" Oppressor wail 0
Insulting aye the wrongs of patient Folly;

And from her dark retreat by Wisdom won

Meek NATURE slowly lifts her matron veil

To smile with fondness on her gazing son!
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HKIE & ZOERR T B

FM e, W CHRAGBE R L 72—

Wl RMICH P ICE T bETRS ) | 5
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JEAN AN 7 H S & KR T T —
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MBI L > THLREROERCEE S 725
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MEERDT 2 72D (I BIRIR A DO N— )L 2 55 11F 5,

MFELERLZZETOHMONTVE Y a—¥T - 7
V—=ZAM)IZ, AFYAIBIT L2277 v EFREHEL
L7l BoTO#HETEHLRVAYTH L, LI LED S5,
FEEHAE KT T B RERP S ITTOLEDTHICEFE L2, v
bWwb [/N—3 2 L FB)|(The Priestley Riots b L < 1
Birmingham Riots of 1791) 12L& > T, kO BEERHFZRT
DR EDPR A EREITEES N, BEFEBIESTY
720 ZD7z20, TY—A M)A F) ALEEN, FERT R
DANEFME S 2B %L o720 THL, VA v M
ITERUATHEZO—HOMRENDFRTH Y KD
B L winasas [RKED 9 2l 1("the Ocean swell”) & \»
IAA=VILE o TEIEN T DY

HEHTRZE, 6ITH2H9TH T AL I 7 [5R%
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(“Religious Musings”) (2%, 71U —Z M) ORI EY;
5o

.. Pressing on his steps

Lol PRIESTLEY there, Patriot, and Saint, and Sage:

Him, full of years, from his lov'd native land

Statesmen blood-stain'd and Priests idolatrous

By dark lies mad'ning the blind multitude 75
Drove with vain hate. Calm, pitying he retir'd,

And mus'd expectant on these promis'd years. %

IS5 HOSORRD 2H LED NS
FTEEH, BA, BA%LL 7)) —A M) —PFT|2—



UK FEEHR T 2R 20 b ) 34 (2023)
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BIRSEFET A BEBE - LAMEOET 5 HEH 5 55
ZELWIEETS o Tz BV ilo 720 B ICENIZEAW
BB L. oo R SN A 2 P L CREk L 72"

ZZ2Th, ERVAy FERLEX)IC, BUARRR RN %
BEOBEBELIZL o THEZBEDN LI LIl o2
V=AM DA A= TP BEIIHET STV AH 2 EA)
%o

TIEI—=V) v IHV Ay PELTHEFEFL, 51250
EMoREEE (BURT ) b BT 3L8FETICTY —
A MR S NZBHNIAT725 9 2o HEASIT954EIZT)
A RNVTAT o e —HOMHE [ERRER, €O LG
R A DWW T D # 3 | (Lectures on Revealed Religion,
Its Corruptions and Political Views) DWW IZZF DOHHEHOD
—UEHM RS 2 LA TE D, B {17956 H5H 1247
bN7zThHHHSHBEOHFZEOFNIZIE, [F) A FHD
BE¥% 1 (“The Corruptions of Christianity”) & & ). H
ek oTh, 7= MYPITRAEICHIR L 72 ¥
A NEDBEVEDRER] (An History of the Corruptions of
Christianity) DB Z\F = LI THBE.2E5
12, COSHIHOMEAOFHET, FHRreLTIhFEFTHY
A MK EOERERbE TE-E2TOMME. FFik. =
LTHEETREVHLAZDIE Y ) -V AROEKFETDH
ZEMT 2. FZLCI0I— V) v VOERIZONT
by 7V =2 M) OFEEGRZITTRD 2 EDGD
o BELL T —A M I, 1786421, [F VU R MK
DEFROFER] 12T, S HIZERKRF ) X FEHA~D
PHEREBATL [ 2 - F)XMNMIETLIOHOEA
D IER] (An History of Early Opinions Concerning Jesus
Christ, Compiled from Original Writers, Proving that the
Christian Church was at First Unitarian) % B TB Y |
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4. [XFEHARE]

TV v Vi, BITAEIZ2EN B2 b XM HSUE]
(Biographia Literaria) & B3I/ EREFFHN 2 BRUR %
WL CTBY, 2o TL=T ) 7 Uy REM—KIZE
LWL EIPEED 2, LV DITEHTNEE, 20
BLEDEIETH S ). BEOFIIIE, [TREE BIGIC
B HEHOFEREOMEE ] (“the progress of his opinions
in religion and politics”) &WIH) XLENEINTW5, 7
YTV VREY-FA-aLyTEEN, BEPS

[rvF~r] EoBREHFGEIN T HOMEEDH
THEOFEHBIZOWTRHEL S, HRIEUTO X )12
HRARTNWD

.. 1 was at that time and long time after, though a
Trinitarian (ie. ad norman Platonis) in philosophy, yet
a zealous Unitarian in Religion; more accurately, I was
a psilanthropist, one of those who believe our Lord
to have been the real son of Joseph, and who lay the
main stress on the resurrection rather than on the
crucifixion. Ol never can I remember those days with
either shame or regret. For I was most sincere, most
disinterested! My opinions were indeed in many and
most important points erroneous; but my heart was

single” (THEETEEE)

I EFOEHZ L TZEOHRS RV, TR (B
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BT eilddh i, 2wy 0b, FAITIER 125K
FT, BB o720 6T, FAOERITIE, FENIC
D, HOABERELZEIIBVWTHEVDSHD F L1z, 72
72, ROLIEF—2TL 7,

Mix ZOAMEEHE L 2EHICRBEIC =7 T > D
BREZETESTEBY, [£D, RBEELFIIBVT
MiEWAH D F L72]("in many an most important points
erroneous’) &\ RBIHUIHEN TS L) IZ. HUESE
REM—RDE Z HE LTV LEOE2 L TIUE, b i
LR 2] S F OB HEOEHEZIRY B> T
HIENEZ DS

[ BEFUR] B2Eo&24%, > F ) im0 kik
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., ko “Psilanthropism” & &% %2 $E5E LT
“Theanthropism” Z$ER L TWwW5b, LLFIC, UM%
5IET %,

With regard to the Unitarians, it has been
shamelessly asserted, that I have denied them to be
Christians. God forbid! .. —But this I have said, and

shall continue to say: that if the Doctrines, the sum of
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which I believe to constitute the Truth in Christ, be

Christianity, then Unitarianisze is not, and vice versa:

and that, in speaking theologically and impersonally, i.e.
of PSILANTHROPISM and THEANTHROPISM as schemes
of Belief, without reference to Individuals, who profess
either the one or the other, it will be absurd to use
a different language as long as it is the dictate of
common sense, that two opposites cannot properly be
called by the same name. I should feel no offence if a
Unitarian applied the same to me, any more than if he
were to say, that 2 and 2 being 4, 4 and 4 must be 8%
(TEpaEs)
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1 believe to constitute the Truth in Christ, be Christianity,
then Unitarianism is not, and vice versa”) & \»9) f&fi<
HrHI. b, =)y JVida=57) 7y EHKLE X A
FEREZBHLTHBY, XL, #h2h, U X b
HH A ANBEHPE 2 A “Psilanthropism” K OVF1) 2 M&
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57474 v K+ v— 11— (David Hartley, 1705-1757)
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