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The Experience and Effectiveness of Elite Families’ Education for Children
in the Middle and Late Qing Dynasties: Focusing on Qian Yiji and Qian Taiji

B & £} (Yandan Qu)*

ABSTRACT: During the Ming and Qing dynasties, achievement and
official positions could not be inherited, and as a result, family status was
constantly at risk of downward mobility. For intellectual families whose
ancestors had already obtained titles, the imperial examinations were
undoubtedly the most regular path. Educating their descendants to study
for the imperial examinations became the most important thing to
maintain the family’s social status. This paper focusses on the families of
Qian Yiji ($%{#%7) and Qian Taiji ($3Z%7) as case studies to explore
their respective experiences in teaching their children and the
corresponding effects.
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