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Abstract This paper discusses how Edith Wharton created her image of a “little
girl” in the figure of the heroine, Judith Wheater, a 15-year-old teenager, whose
half-child and half-adult behaviors have often drawn critics’ attention to the protagonist
Martin Boyne’s almost pedophiliac attachment to her. In the paper, Lewis Carroll’s
Alice from the 19" century, and Vladimir Nabokov's Lolita from the 20™ century,
the two most typical girl figures in literature, are respectively compared to Judith
as well as Edith’s youth. I will then examine how similar or different Wharton’s

descriptions of Judith could be to them.
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This is not a novel about the deleterious effects of divorce on children, as most reviewers
have assumed. Its focus is much broader, as it critiques the incoherent values of a dec-
ade that does not see the desire of an older man for a young girl as a taboo. (Horner

and Beer 60)
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...he [Martin] has no sense of the most basic needs of children. (Killoran 125)

The children’s danger is not from incest but from a different sexual perversion,
pedophilia. . .Boyne is transformed from a mere busybody. . .to a pedophile. In forty-
six-year-old Martin Boyne Wharton anticipates Humbert Humbert.  Fifteen-year-
old Judith prefigures Lolita, a rebellious adolescent and seductive nymphet. (Killoran

126)
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Judith is no Lolita (though Martin's desire for her intriguingly anticipates Humbert
Humbert’s mournful nympholepsy). The playful, trusting relationship between Martin

and Judith is not an erotic exchange. ... (Lee 659)
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The humor inherent in Martin Boyne succeeds partly because Wharton liked him so
much and was indulgent with him and partly because she caught a genuine comic type
in him. The comedy in which he figures is sparked by his blunders, near-misses, mis-
haps, and discomfitures—all the result of good intentions that go wrong and leave him

baffled. (McDowell 110-111)
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It was on a bright day of midwinter, in New York. The little girl who eventually be-
came me, but as yet was neither me nor anybody else in particular, but merely a soft
anonymous morsel of humanity — this little girl, who bore my name, was going for a
walk with her father.... One of them [her hands] lay in the large safe hollow of
her father’'s bare hand; her tall handsome father, who was so warm-blooded that in
the coldest weather he always went out without gloves, and whose head, with its ruddy
complexion and intensely blue eyes, was so far aloft that when she walked beside him

she was too near to see his face. It was always an event in the little girl’s life to take

a walk with her father, and more particularly so today, because she had on her new
winter bonnet, which was so beautiful (and so becoming) that for the first time she
woke to the importance of dress, and of herself as a subject for adornment —so that I
may date from that hour the birth of the conscious and feminine ME in the little girl's

vague soul. (A Backward Glance 1-2 THEIEZFIILE D)
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.. .the things about me were now not ugly but incredibly beautiful. =~ That old Rome
of the mid-nineteenth century was still the city of romantic ruins... (A Backward
Glance 29)
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We all knew by heart “Alice in Wonderland,” “The Hunting of the Snark,” and whole
pages of Lear’s “Nonsense Book,” and our sensitiveness to the quality of the English

we spoke doubled our enjoyment of the incredible verbal gymnastics of those immortal

works. (A Backward Glance 50)

191 B, BENBALREHB >TVA R« F oD [REHEOHEOT Y 2] &, K
WX FDOHY &K%, ThFE TOHIARN SMITL, T QMM ZEREAR LS LTon]
FEHEE NI ETHATH 5, FFIZ, XV FROATZAMEFHI TV LY a Yy« 7=
IO ZOFREOHKEE R b H T, TV ARZDA A -V EALICEHSESL
FORBNOHELMF v T 75— L0, HHNHETL-T, Fahadkplre
I bDED,, BARIZALZIZS LIRT I ENTE,

Wi, Fo TV O E, WREONALE FHIELATHZRTDOL —F 1 ZOHIT,
DAL FTANTHINET VZRDAA—VRBEDLS WS TOWIDIEA DI K213 8
WDLEEDA—T 4 ZOHBHTH 54, Ihx [FEEOEO 7Y 2] WiZfinh T
B5T7VADATA DN D0 (M3 &4) EHfifELTHSE, A TAMDT Y XEFEL S
LSb&D - ELARHNLEE LTS, KBFERE S Z L3RS, LB > TH T

— 54 (98 )—



VaTF4 ADHOTY 2En Y —% G5

(H2] (X3] (4]

I LUTREICVY T REEODEZEZ L TOA0h, PRBLKTHEEZ S BT I/

Z %o

...I wonder what Latitude and Longitude I've got to ? (Alice had not the slightest
1dea what Latitude was, or Longitude either, but she thought they were nice grand

words to say.) (Carroll 8)

Alice. . .felt very glad to get an opportunity of showing off a little of her knowledge.
“Just think what work it would make with the day and night ! You see the earth takes

twenty-four hours to turn round on its axis—" (Carroll 44)
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A childless widower, Tenniel had had little experience of drawing children, and his

Alice often looks more like a miniaturized adult than a real child. (Clark 105)
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“Wake up, Alice, dear !” said her sister. “Why, what a long sleep you've had !”
“Oh, I've had such a curious dream !” said Alice.... ...her sister kissed her, and said
“It was a curious dream, dear, certainly; but now run in to your tea: it's getting late.”

So Alice got up and ran off, thinking while she ran, as well she might what a wonderful
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dream it had been. (Carroll 96)
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She [Zinnia] cast an ingratiating glance at Judith, but the latter, quietly facing her,
seemed to Boyne to have grown suddenly tall and authoritative, as she did when she
had to cope with a nursery munity. (62)

Her features, so tense and grown-up looking during the film star’s visit, had melted into

the small round face of a pouting child.” (71)
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...Judith is another matter, an ardent chameleon-like creature, half-girl and half-

woman. .. (Lee 657)
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By the time he turned 30, he had established the first of his great friendships with
children. Dodgson and the young Liddells called constantly on each other. From
this point forward, being a friend, photographer, and entertainer of girls and boy was

his favorite recreation and a most seriously held responsibility. (Stoffel 57)

Alice recalled in a 1932 interview that “when we went on the river. . .with Mr. Dodgson
.. .he always brought out with him a large basket full of cakes, and a kettle. .. On rarer
occasions we went out for the whole day with him, and then we took a larger basket with
luncheon-cold chicken and salad and all sorts of good things. One of our favorite whole-
day excursions was to row down to Nuneham and picnic in the woods there. (Stoffel
61-2)
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In an instant her arms were about his neck, her wet face pressed against his lips. (“Now

...now...now...  he grumbled.) (128)
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...from Blanca’s cool kiss to the damp and strangulating endearments of Beechy. To
Boyne it was literally like a dip into a quick sea, with waves that burnt his eyes, choked
his throat and ears, but stung him, body and brain, to fresh activity. “And now let’s

kiss him all over again-and it’s my turn first !” Zinnie rapturously proposed; (158)

Judith, unasked, had slipped her arm through Boyne’s, and the nearness of her light

young body was like wings to him. (159)

T A IR O OB REM, MECE—T 1 YOV 2T 1 ANOBEEFD
5 ELICHBL TS, Y a7 4 AEHINT IR, MK, FHICBMHIES 5+H7)VT
VaT g ADKRY =T o fox — T 4 id, IO A AT ER T B &,
VaT 4 2B L TR OAFED 2R,

“T don't believe you'd have known me if T hadn't spoken to you, world you ?”

“Not if you hadn’t had that burning bush,” he said, touching her hair. His voice was
trembling; he could hardly see her for the blur in his eyes. If he closed his lids he might

almost imagine that the thin arm about his neck was Judith’s. ..

FHIED S 2 21T, FHEORNRI RS LR, RcLTED TRl it &
OYKIIHRT, ECETHRNZ DB DM, HEVRENS IS EDED M,
HEPEF-ED LML, TR TS, v—T 41 v flicb o RIcE >80 ED
Mo TWBIRDIZBNT, v—=T 40 EV 2T 4 Z0MRIBESETHILEKOMZRTH
D, FEBE, RISRTBIATS, x—7 4 YOV 27 4 AT 5853 [brotherly] &
HIFHTERILSh TS, 72/ L, T brotherly EMRE N2 KX, HETh~—
T4 VIMBO KA EDEMAER > T B EXITRONTINE Z LITHELTELLEND
%

Boyne, once more alone with the children, found that his confused feeling about Judith
had given way to the frank elder-brotherly affection he had felt for her on the cruise.
Perhaps because she herself had become natural and simple, now that there were no older
people to put her on the defensive, she seemed again the buoyant child who had first capti-

vated him. Or perhaps his thinking so was just a part of his satisfaction at being with
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his flock again, unobserved and uncriticised by the grown up. He and they understood

each other. ... (214)

ZLT, =T 4DV aTF 4 ANDBEITE® Y v a TIVBERERAZLORKREET
3754, HROFBEOKRALL, Lo T7 4Tk, B—XTHb, HlZIE, ~—T+4
VUMY 2T 4 RCDNT, [E-okEATEREL] @Y &, FRTo— XT3 &,
T T HAATDTIFEATLE D Lo T TRUINE LRI HELIIEATERNT
EEZNEFEHOLTHPHLAWETTT D] (40) EHCHEELTL 5, o —XiIFHE
VBT =T 4 YVHEBRA SO T s b LAWY 2 7 4 ANORMEZEF5E
{ELTHIZAISETNEDTH %,

=T 4DV 2T 4 RATHTBEOREHABORTEHDTET ¥ 2 TIVEHDITH
50F, F7V—I, vo—X, EHEAD LD EZENTE 7 =y Z71lfT-7c&& T
BB, HolXIlhieb>TR-TWE YV 2T 4 AERT, =74 V3V 27 1 ANEAIC
RAWZIE T2 E-RS,

She looks almost grown up—she looks kissable. Why should she, all of a sudden ? (179)

TEGREMSTOBE Y 2T 1 ABRAKMDEL S TY—T 4 VEFKT2FSILZD
L&, KRLBOSBASNZEIRCOVERETOO—RDERDTY 2T 4 AERSHDENT
) —ROBHRIC, =T 4 VIIAFOZREFAL D ERNZL T 5,

His [Dobree’s] clear cautious eyes had grown blurred and furtive; one could almost
see a faint line stretching from them to the recumbent Judith. Along that line it was
manifest that Mr. Dobree’s thoughts were racing; and Boyne knew they were the same

thoughts as his own. (179)

ZLT, ZoEEokFEbE, 0—RITL->TEBLEN, ThlE~—T 4 ITE >
THEPRBROEE LA > TR N7 4 ) 7TOHEZFZAME IO TUE S BEHE
EW D, [HBIFYaT 4R T4 —F—ZBELTWE, 7Y —KIIZZIWRFELT
Wab ] (19D, ZNITHES XFETIE, YaT 4 Adchild THBIE, £LT, TAK
child ZZRFHRELTHATH S MBAIIEHTA2ZET, F7U—KNEI I NPDH
LOWEBZORbERDPbNS, LFELANSS, TOFENZ - VZDEFEHSH
Bl ->TETWE I EET—T 1 YAADBHET 5 2 LICTK D IERERERA 5 H1 D
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b,

“Rotten. The mere thinking of such a thing-much less insinuating it to any one else.
But it just shows —”  He broke off, and then began again, on a fresh wave of indig-
nation: “Shows what kind of a mind he must have. Thinking in that way about a
child—a mere child—and about any man, any decent man; regarding it as possible, per-
haps as natural. . .worst of all, suggesting it of someone standing in my position toward
these children; as if I might take advantage of my opportunities to—to fall in love with
a child in the schoolroom !”

Boyne’s words sounded in his own ears as if they were being megaphoned at him across

the width of the room. (191)

O—RFF ORI, HE, v—7 4 LI L THOKFE B ERADOH LD S SREE
LTHIGHE 5,

“...when I ask you to choose between me and the Wheater children, you choose the
Wheater children—out of philanthropy ?”

“I didn’t say out of philanthropy. I said I didn't know...”

“If you don't know, I do.  You're in love with Judith Wheater, and you're trying to

persuade yourself that you're still in love with me.” (203)

HAER =T 4 v OV LY 27 4 RITHTZHEER IS LT, o—XMWRET 3 RAD
SEEXRICE - THREL « 2HLEN, =—F7 4 VOEHOPICT o &2/ L E
RAEWDMWARFIREE L TIRIBL TV, v—T 4 »IiZ& 5T Ldidn't know, Hh 5 7%
WbD, THUHLEFHELTERLVRED, YVaT 4 ANORETHELETEHLE, 22
WKRADOHEN S EMEL TIRICI R T 20 0 —X0%ETH b, £ LT, o—XED
IR, < —T 4 v E V2T 4 ANO/-BEICH LT, ThDABEDOKRETH->THE
{Th, bIIPAWTBEI LR, n—Xik-> TEBLShHELEhicr—F 1~
DRV, HHHOPTEENSBOAFORKNIGE L THERSI NS, THEBME<—T 4
YOVH Y 2T 4 2T AMERIS LT, RAOBEERIZE-T, Tu2%fk)
PERY IS RS O OBROREIRNE, D% 0, ~NuaA—bhin Y =y it EBEE R LR &
¥5HDITHE, 0— XD LITL > T =T 4 VOREBENE I 0 — X0 5 OIEH%5%

FTUURE, <=7 4 3 Va7 4 A LUTOHIZHI DBV aT 4 AXHDLSIFILZD
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...and suddenly he put his arm about her and bent his head to her lips. They looked

round and glowing, as they did in laughter or emotion; they drew his irresistibly. (233)

“My darling, my darling.” She leaned close as she said it, and he cared not move, in
his new awe of her nearness—so subtly had she changed from the child of his familiar

endearments to the woman he passionately longed for. ... (267)

=T 4 BENTE N U= MZRANBL, ZLTEZORBBTEIC SEET 57125
Jo BlO—>2H, Ao ) =5 ZFHITND 27T N — b BEDOREFTHIEL,
FRIFBIECHD LD, =T 4 ViEVaT 4 ADREY 3 4 AEREMEIICTF
HIZND 2 T EMTEL DT, o &b, WREDHIE, ~—T7A4 3V aA X% [T
TB] ZEITESICRII LT &> TR - 72, Va4 RBKRFRR, ~—7 4
YEMNEG S TORBESD Y, LD HOIThPREST LTSI EEKBEL T
1InSTH B, 720, TORHEH L LTORE, TOFEOEMNSHKITHIT TO—KIYS
MEIZ BN TOAZ OBREE R L2Icd &9, BMEINTIEY 1 — 5 —RIEO L D HEIE
MIRER &L > 7cFfk, TIcblid<—7 1 VOFZEEN, SVITOBEEEO b ENEn
S0 ELTEITE, POTo—XORFHELELTHIZS5 -7 K7 ) —IKAY, 4ER
Va A ADOFHELELT, FRICHOBIMEEY 3 A ADERTE D LI 2 Lici-
T, TOMKT, YaT14RIZEST, F7)—RB~—7 4 vOoREHWEL TS5
ICBEREA R LT B EMBLDKRD LY 7S bW ENTH 5,

...Ido like you heaps better, Martin. But he [Mr. Dobree]’s been most awfully good
about the children, and he can make mother do whatever he tells her. ~ And she says
he's a great lawyer, and his clients almost always win their cases. Oh, Martin, wouldn't
it be heavenly if he could really keep us together, steps and all ? He’s sworn to me that

he will.” (285)

AR BE N 7Y —KAED—REWATHEORILE LTERT 20, EEOE A,
7Y —RiE~w—71 VB, Va7 A LTZo 2R LEABETHD, 20
FRIZBWT R 7 ) —RR<R—T 4 VDY TV TH %, kL, TV —KR<I—T 4~
9oL EMZEMETH S E0I) HITBOT ADEIIERE LTS, idfr#ElL s
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LTOFRTS » T bR Y a f ADTCDITH BN - 727213 TIEHR L, KN
Y a A REMIFTE2 LT, O TFICH~A LT bOREZLE 2, HEbBAA
=T 4 VEERLYV AT 4 ZAERLTOEDITRAN T b LB, Pl Ls,
=T 4 VRO TN EE2TRT, PTRTELERLEBETF TS, ZOERIZENT,
NN —= FOBRARYFEORETI—T 4 VDO R T —EKAEB-TLE-KENZ S
7259,

WYX= FR RT Y —KOHIH S bW ST & ST, U HPER IS LR Tl
oo ThhiE, TORBAETFRTIRLLTEBSBL, [MEFEOEHDOT Y X OET
W, TURX e UTFIbER, TYRORNERINIE, ZORBINKRE Ky KV ol
LLTBZLEERSCEDLT, BRIIEMA I LA ITHEHLUTBABENRD LA,
...he was no longer a welcome visitor where Alice’s mother was concerned and he may

have felt it wiser to stay away. (Clark 112)

=T 4 UDBINYN=NIBYENEh-7cb ) —D0HHIE, ~—T7 4 VHBIZES
T, #R, YaT 4 ADVREBEET, T3P THORIFI I ERRENWR BT
5o VaT A ADVLELTOA A=V, =T 1 VDBHGE/NIEETHL EHR
THIEILL->TRUDT, FHMIIET 7V aT VBT ZAMEk®7 Y aTIVEO
V= NEEPRERT B LD, VaT 4 RAEBREOMNRE U TR TTLIT IR0 &
KO B> TV DT —T 4 VRATH -1, DS I E, HIIBZITHT M2
ENAOCBIIIENRT A2 EITH>TWDTH %, FBOFIAHDITY 27 4 ZDFIT
FRENDET—T 4 ViE, THTHRELKDOBEEH T LiF0,

But he turned his head aside, and his kiss fell harmlessly on her cheek, near the tear-

hung lashes. ... He.. .took her by the arm in the old brotherly way. (233)

VaT 4 A%ERTET—T 14 0D, WKOEL2HELS &35 Z20BM, hll Rl
5 EEMIEESNEhDLIH 1T, RABOERBES ZAOHICLANTO 2D %HEH I
TIRAMNICRTMA I ENTE S, v—T 4 YOFERELOBIZEEED, #HiF [Ho
X1 Lk oliz L -T2,

M TREOBNDLELTOY 27 4 2, Thh s =48, 18RITE-ThH, v—
T4 VITESTHNG Z ERHDIENEETH 5,
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... he mechanically turned back to the window. And there she was, close to him on
the other side of the pane. ... She was facing Boyne now—she was joining a group near

his window. ... Boyne, from without, continued to gaze at her. (298)

HIABDORIHIIINEY 2T 4 RE, =T 4 Ol SoDAHIZTAIEFITEXTH
il b 2 E@ENEDHT, £z, WHNIEoE2AILTEBEL, v—T 4 VILEST,
VaT 4 RAEFA—T 4 RATE->THRIFONLTSZOMIS5DuY —FThHD, HIZAD

FIZHICWBRY, o) =2 REZETHTY ATH 53,

REICH D A =T 4 ANFHE L [AEHROEOT U 2] oROFIHITONTER
LTBNPELTRAE SN,

“I—I'm a little girl,” said Alice, rather doubtfully, as she remembered the number of

changes she had gone through, that day. (Carroll 42 T#IZFEZFIZLSED)

HK5DAFAPTREINTNE LI, PEHEOEHTEHNOUTRELL->TLE-LT
JAE, 20 Th, [N B TX] EASEERT 5, HOMEW little Girl, K&
{Td little Girle, 2D&Y 71, HEERRRICHEANLGDTHBENZ S, T4 7 b
D TEUNSIC BT B P ER R T 4 U TIZOWTOMEEEELLF U7 4 FRRD LS
I8 > TWh 3,

...Alice plays brilliantly her false-child role, never is a true child,
never responds to Carroll himself when he enters as the true child,
as the Dodo, gnat, or White Knight. =~ We do, thus, get a strong
sense of a true child in these books, one who is central to the non-
sense, who not only does not want to grow up but has no way of
imagining such a thing. But that true child is not Alice.  Alice

aggressively resists that role — but it is played to the hilt by

Carroll—or perhaps projected by Carroll. (Kincaid 196)

(5]
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