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HRERES (& X) Change of original mine of vermilion excavated from burial mounds using isotope
analysis — Political use of vermilion in Old Yamato dynasty —
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WHFep S OMEEL (353C) : We identified the original mine of vermilion excavated from burial mounds
during the latter half of Yayoi period and Kofun period using sulfur, lead and mercury isotopes
analysis. Vermilion originated from Chinese mine was used in the burial mounds in the northern
Kyushu area, even if the tombs were built in entering the Kofun period. Howevr, in the other areas
Japanese vermilion was used in tombs even before entering the Kofun period. In addition, it is
thought that vermilion collected from the mines in Kansai area was brought up to the Tohoku area in
the early Kofun period. In conclusion, it is suggested that the power game before and after the
period of Kofun era is able to clear by isotope analysis of vermilion excavated from burial mounds
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