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Shortage and Overage Problems and Training with regard to Technical High School Teachers
Yoko Watanabe (Kimiwada)'

Because of the serious shortage of teachers, the training of technical high school teachers has received exceptional
measures under the supplementary provision of the Japanese Education Personnel Certification Act for more than
half a century. Unlike licenses of other subjects, technical high school teacher’s license can be obtained without
taking classes of "pedagogical subjects”, which should be taken in the teaching certificate courses of university
originally. The merits and demerits of this special measure to lower the hurdle for license acquisition have been
pointed out in previous studies. Regarding the exceptional measure, although the supplementary provision was once
deleted by the law amendment in November 2016, its continuation is stated in the Enforcement Regulation of the
same law which was publicly announced in November 2017. This twists process has given a lot of confusion to
universities with teaching certificate courses in Japan.

Through comparing and examining the supply-demand balance between around 1990 when there was a serious
shortage of technical high school teachers and recent years, this paper clarified that conditions for supplying teachers
are already in place from the indices on technical high school teachers such as the number of universities with
teaching certificate courses, the number of licenses issued, the situation of shortage and overage, the recruitment of
teachers at each prefectural board of education and its competition rate, etc..

Key words: Teacher training, Technical teachers, Education Personnel Certification Act,

Pedagogical subjects on teacher training, Exceptional measures,
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