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Abstract This article focusing on the problem presented considers the case of the
first Convention of the ILO in 1919 (Hours of Work) where a treaty was examined, what
were the arguments of the ILO on the inside of the tripartite structure and the
compromises. Also considered was to what degree there was an influence on international
labor standards.

This article also consists of a third part related to serialization and a part where
we consider the related arguments for working hours by the Commission on Hours
of Labor and the first International Labor Conference held in Washington. There
were intense conflicts between worker’s representatives who insisted on the principle
of an 8-hour work day and employer’s representatives who wanted a 48-hour work
week. Government delegates, however, proposed the compromise that made a labor
system with a 48-hour week. This compromise also contained substantial content
and used the expression “The working hours of employed persons shall not exceed
8 hours a day and 48 hours a week”. As a result, the first International Labor Conference

approved the first Convention.
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