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Abstract

The labor shortage problem in Japanese trucking industry is getting more and more serious in
these years. The improvement of driver’'s license system and the employment of female drivers
are considered to be solutions for the problem. This paper focuses on the modal shift from trucks
to rail freight transport and coastal shipping. Although the modal shift policy has been considered
to be a solution for global warming caused by freight transport, it recently attracts attention as a
solution for the labor shortage problem in the logistics industry, as freight trains, ships and ferries
are not only energy-saving but also labor-saving.
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