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Tragic Princes in Manyo Era As Seen in Poetry
Kazuo SUGIYAMA

Abstract

Many princes have gotten into the tragedy so far. This article will pick up some
princes among these tragic princes who were born in Manyo era in the
chronological manner, overview the background and circumstances leading to the
tragedy, and approach their feelings from the poetry about the tragedy. Here,
Manyo era is regarded as the period from 16th Emperor Nintoku to 47th Emperor
Junnin, that is, about 350 years from the former half of 5th century to the middle of
8th century. The main cause of the prince’s tragedy is the fierce armed conflict for
takeover of political power among the imperial families involved in imperial
succession, but some princes were abolished Crown Prince by the adultery of the
uterine brother and sisters or some prince’s family were overthrown by their
retainers who held the great power. For example, many children and grandchildren
of 16th Emperor Nintoku and 29th Emperor Kinmei died a violent death.
Otomonomiko (Prince Otomo), child of 38th Emperor Tenji, defeated in Jinshin
War. Arimanomiko (Prince Arima), child of 36th Emperor Kotoku, and Otsunomiko
(Prince Otsu), 40th Emperor Tenmu, were trapped by machinations respectively
and then forced to commit suicide by suspicion of rebellion. All princes Otomo,

Arima and Otsu were well-educated people and left impressive poetry.
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