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Abstract The purpose of this paper is to speculate whether the level of difficulty
of the questions in Listening Section Part II of the TOEIC® Listening & Reading
Test has increased or decreased. The reason for considering this is because the form
of the exam questions has been partially revised for the first time in ten years.
The 290 questions of Part II by ETS analyzed here are divided into three groups: the
questions made “in the early years after the last revision,” “in the late years after
the revision,” and “in the current revision.” The questions are also analyzed and
compared from the three points of view: “the number of words in the question sentences,”
“the types of question sentences,” and “the distracters to the question sentences.”
On the basis of these analyses, the level of difficulty of the Part II questions in the

new test is speculated on.

Key words TOEIC® Listening & Reading Test, Listening Section Part II, Official
practice book, Level of difficulty
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%1 EREXOEHOTYE
Vol. 1 Vol. 2 Vol. 5 Vol. 6 W

TEST 1 9.2 8.23 1.67 8.67 8.4
TEST 2 8.73 8.17 7.63 8.67 8.56
TEST 1+ 2 8.97 8.2 7.65 8.67 8.48

Fo®11d, HARMELNES A TN S 2H50 [$i#H 52 b £hEhIT20T,
Part 2 OB (%300, MHIER] 13%250) OFERO M OUNERELIT S =A% M
BERA) ZEH LD THB, 2L T, [Vol. 1] & I'Vol. 2] O FEfEix1,0305% + 120
[1=8.583%, [Vol. 5] & TVol. 6] O FEHIZITIE+ 120/ =8.165ETH VD, [V =a—7T
WEOHW ] ObD, [V =2 —TIVRORY] ObD, [ARHIOY =2—-7IV] ObDE
WS SBRBETOMBEATAD L, 85858 16558485 & 75 > Tl 5,

[Vol.5] & [Vol. 6] ®HWiTH T 1 EULOREMAA SN BH, Fid, TVol.
3] TIB.3GFETH - 7DM, Vol. 4] TRTIFETHWA L, &5, TVol. 5] TT.653%
FTFH>T0BEDTHDB, L, [Vol. 6] TR THEEBEF—THTIC8FERELEET
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®2 BHXOEHOSH
6ar b | TEEUIE | 8EELLE | 9GEEAE | 108EMIE | 12380k | 14560 K

Vol. 1+Vol. 2 92.5 81.7 65 41.7 25.8 14.2 4.2
Vol. 5+Vol. 6 92.5 78.3 60 31.5 27.5 3.3 1.7
g 100 86 76 48 24 4 0
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(I'Vol. 1] TEST 2-13%%), “Where have you been ?” (I'Vol. 2] TEST 2-11%), “Whose
coffee cup is that ?” (I'Vol. 5] TEST 1-14%), “Is the train on time ?” (['Vol. 5]
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the highway or on the south side ?” [[Vol. 6] TEST 2-28%1), M#E=] icB8TiE
IRbHES TR E7, [123ELE] OHMSUBE LTS, 9TIC [V=a—7
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AV A=) © Part 2 ©FENLT ([ Unit 5 WH %R, [Unit 6 Yes/No %ER
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Vol.1 | Vol.2 | 1 +2 | Vol.5 | Vol.6 | 5+6 | #HE=k
WH &R 45 41.7 43.3 45 41.7 43.3 42
Yes/No 5Efi~C 13.3 15 14.2 8.3 10 9.2 14
BRG] L 8.3 6.7 1.5 6.7 6.7 6.6 6
KA PERD X 117 8.3 10 8.3 13.3 10.8 14
R« A AEBER S 10 15 12.5 15 15 15 16
TR EREX 117 13.3 12.5 16.7 13.3 15 8
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BT, DEFEEMSC 20T, B LELTED, FRAMEICEVLTS 6 %
% (25RIH LR, MO LIE2M) oEsHESN S, S50, [KEE - —REDO] 12
VT, (4RO Y Z2—=7 )V ] IZE0THEIEA EF L TW 54, [Vol. 6] 259 TIZZ
DIFEFMBH LN TS Z ENbnd, Lichi-T, FEAMEITHENT, [Yes/No %k
X ERBEDI% I (25MF 3, WO LIX4E) o@ERsFllzhs, LT, [
e HERERS B LTI, BiERRELTED, FEAMEIIBE LTS, [Yes/No
BERISC] % [MERHE « REO] LB 15%HIH 5MT 3 1, S Uik 40D o s
BEIN b, mEIC, [HEXER/REX] KHLTTHEH, [FHOY =Z2—TIV] Ik
WC, [V =2 =T VEOB] OBMM» S ML TBY, V=2 —T VB &<

SERTHLHRIFEZOHMEMN T ->TWnb, £72, [Vol. 3] » [Vol. 4] I8 TH, %
hZzhl11.7%, 133% &I N%EBIIHIETH -0 EDOEZ B E, HFEAMEEI
BOTHEHIOHEBXMNEDTEIENEZONS, LIeh-T, [HEXEBFEX] IZD
W, THER ORUiE A KM U7z 8 %FREE (2501 2 FIFREE) oEIZE 5D TIRAE
WHAETRLTZ0,

UbkozZ EmoEzsE, HEAMEICENTIE, [HEXEGEX] OHERIRD,
Z DAY [Yes/No B BB oMM E TKHEH « 2RO o HEH OB~
LB ENTHENE, REXOERE LSBTV IO [HEXEF/EL] E0HEM
B LT, “Ifound a new supplier for the garden fertilizer we use.” ([ & 2J
TEST 2-26%) LW 5 HEEBRZ D bH NI, “I'm so excited about meeting the
new boss.” ([Vol. 2] TEST 2-37%) L) BRPEMZBNS Db bhiE, “Please
make yourself comfortable until Ms. Kim arrives.” (I'Vol. 5] TEST 2-36%) &9
BAETBEEDEH B EMD, TOIRED/NY — VR OB RIS BI6E D /<
F—vEL oNBEZHEMRLT 5720, BEOHS TIN5 FEOE MO ME X
DoMWMD ENB, Lich->T, [HEEXEGEX] OMBEHEMNES Z ENTHlsN 55
EABED Part 2 13, TOEIC® #I#f#HIZE > Th TOEIC® EFIZE-TH, Tk
GERI TS LI 5,

T5ICLHD LY, BHEXEOS L, S, HIEXMED Part 2 OSE I LT
HEZTHbD, BHET Part 2 ORJEBIEZ LT 5K, TOEIC® ¥lifiE 4294 Tichl T
TOEIC® H##IZ1A ) ELTWAE AT, [HERM] & [BUER T, £k,
BUEEITE ] & (2B v, T5bbL, ZLOHRARGEEEEICE > TEFEX
HERETHEINS 3DOEEDS BD 2 ONHAGLEINIERMITH LT, [HEX
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LEEXL | OBMLEREO LT N LEEKR LS X5 THB, £ LT, “Where is the art
exhibition being held 7”7 (TVol. 1] TEST 2-18%), “Hasn't anyone taken your order
yvet ?” ([Vol. 2] TEST 1-27%), “Why has the book’s release date been delayed ?”
(TVol. 5] TEST 2-29%%), “Weren't the windows in the lobby supposed to be replaced ?”
(I'Vol. 6] TEST 2-39%%) &L\ -7/ ZOMBMOERIL, [V =2 —TIViEoWM] (&t
5RD o [V=a—TVEOBE] (GFFTHD) £T, HEKZO DRIRLTEZR
BNbOOWEKIa Yy 2y v Mciliah T, E2AH, MHEA) wsnTiE, o
ORFOBEMITE - 72 BT 5B, ZOMIME [HELEGE] O HEEAR
BIENTHMINBE I EEEBEZADESLE, HMXORE] 05 BEH» S AIHIER
D Part 2 13, TOMBENTHEZ LNTFHMTEE0TH S,

4. TEMXICXST BBREDEREK] No&ET TS

EHE, LHiOMmXIZBWT, TOEIC® W& /340055, 70Uk, 50055 1cH 29 572
WO Part 2 BikiE4E, AXMEEEHT S E4B L THRRPKHAEAZTTE -7, T2
T, TOHMEDIEND 5,

WH SRS &BIREERICIZ Yes/No TE A 2 EBINEIZ100% A LERTH 5

BRI D% « ByEi « LA « mlE &, [/ UG « U7F O « IR 3 G E IR,
85N MAIEMTH %

DA5TeDZMY B, [ERSUTHT 2EO@RE ] 05 Blinr s, Part 2 OFIER
FEICB T 2 ML L2 THL THIZ0,

F9°, [ WH BRI & #IVEERISC Yes/No TEA 2 BIRNLIZ100% A ERTH 5] (1<
2NTTh B,

x4 WH BRI E&BIREERIC Yes/No TEZBRBEEREDOHT
Vol.1 | Vol. 2 1+2 Vol.5 | Vol. 6 5+6 #iE L
WH 5l 16.7 16.7 16.7 9.3 21.4 15.5 19.6
BEAREER S 50 25 38.9 0 0 0 0
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FoE4lF, NFTITHH L TE/ Part 2 OB 2 @RI LT, WH
B DB O B OB LT Yes/No TEAZTOBERFLOHMS LD B /8—+
F=V%, S51T, BREMXIZOVWTLRAKO S~y F—VERBLELLOTH S
(2 E/NEE L TS EMIER A, B8, ZoXo [WH BRI i, “How
about taking the train this time ?” [[Vol. 6] TEST 1-38%] % “Why don't we offer
a vegetarian dish at the lunch ?” [[#JE=] TEST 2-39%] &\ -7 [ WH S D
e & BIRHE « RO BEFHh TV S),

FoEhoABE, £9°, “What shift are you working on Saturday ?” &5 &
Xizxtd B “Yes, we booked it in April.” & @R (CHE] TEST 1-14%) -,
“Why is there so much traffic ?” 1Z%9 5% “No, that's enough.” (F#HrfE=J TEST 2
-143%) & H78, WH BRI DIRE OZERILIZE 1T Yes/No DFERIEANE D 5413
MHER] TV TERALTWS, 58S Y Ml BOERITAZEN, [Va—T
#ow (Vol. 1+Vol. 2) | & [V =2 =7 IViED %Y (Vol. 5+Vol. 6) ] Ol o i
ZRhl-Tnad &, 35iT, [£3 HMEXOEHDOHG] TAHIcLSIC TWH BRI
DER X OEAE R SCHEIT 50 2 HGITIZIE AT EE2EZ L E, 20 LERE
P AMEIZ B35 Yes/No OBRFEOHMKD T2 2 L3, & LA AT 3 6M
MRECIE%R, THLL, FEXHBICET S Part 2 OGLEHAIZRLTHBE ENZ
5o WolES, FREEMISITE 1 5 Yes/No O## I, TV =2 —7IVEO®E (Vol.
5+ Vol. 6)] TZ0&EMNA SN LBY, THER] 280 ThZ ol EHEN T 5,
“Can you repair the ceiling light, or should we call the electrician ?” &5 M
IZX9 % “No, the other pair.” &9 IR ([Vol. 4] TEST 2-243%) o k52, [V
Za—=TNEOHH (Vol. 3+Vol. )| £ TIEA SIS EIF25%) &b EET 5 &,
HIEKXEIZB N TR IO Yes/No ORI B2 o s hmnC EEllah 5,

TC2T, [WH BRI & BHEEMISUC Yes/No TEZ 5 #IUKIZ100% A ERTH 5 |
LD ZOBKIRIZDNT, —HERLTBANE I EEZWY Lyt <, 2hi3, [H#
JEX] @ [TEST 2-27T% | KB OTHHND /Sy — U IFRAELTHBE I ETH B, DM
2B TIE, “How about holding a training seminar on the new database ?” &9
BRI LT, “Yes, I think we should.” &9 BIRIEAH O, Yes/No TEHZ 5 Z
OB I HMEEIT LY TRONSEERINEITE 23T TH B0, 2 TIRIEE ORI
215> Td, 2L, COEMSIMMPS TWH BRI Tk TWH 8ok %
LB - MEDOX] ThH B 7w, WMgHkE TWH BRI (RHH « REDOSCIIH ) &
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Bl HE2E
PFREERIST Yes/No TEHA 2 ERIKIZI0% A ERTH 5 | EXATOBEEMA 572131
7557, [TEST 2-27%] O &5 15/85 — v hMg—DBINEZ 200, H50IE, 4Hb
MFELTHONE DL B0, HEAREITB T 2R ICER LT &,

I, BRI D% « B < BE « @Blid s, RUGE - UcF o5k « IREFZ 5 0#
PRI, SSUMAERTH S IZDP0WTThHhb, TNZTND/NRY — v O—FlEEIFTH L
&, FUFEITBI LTI, “Are you still working on the final budget ?” &5 BRI
1269 % “The decision was final.” &9 &R (HHTE) TEST 2-24%), M2Ho
FEIZBI LTI, “Are you going on vacation this month or next month ?” 1Z%fd %
“A different location.” (TFHEXJ TEST 2-16%), IRAGEICE L TiE, “I'l lose my
registration fee if I can’t attend the workshop, right ?” 2%t 9 % “Check the lost

and found.” (HEXJ TEST 1-213%) 0d 5,

x5 HMXOLH -8 - ERA 2L, FLE - HU-BEOE - REBESTHETEREOSH
Vol. 1 Vol. 2 1+2 Vol. 5 Vol. 6 5+6 g
53.3 41.7 47.5 22.5 23.3 22.9 27

Fko#E51E, IhFTICHN L TE L Part 2 OB 2RI LT, 3
TOREOERE OIS LT, HMXDLE « B5 « BAH < Blis, FUE- M
O IRAEFEEAUEI ] OBAOREBREOEMS LD 28— v T — VERN
L7cbDTH 2 UNISELLFHEMIMLEPIHETA) . [V =2 =T VHROPIM] OFd E/s
WA BHEMEIE ) =2 =T VHO®BY] TR%EBEEELE, [0 =2—T V] <
BOTHE, [V=a—TIVBOBM] 2#4%12& LRSS > TS, FlZIE, B
UK 5 B E QBRI O & iz [HRXX O #45E « By « B « @l &, W UGS -
Bl DEE « IREEEZ S THEIE] BEENTOAREEDED, Vol. 1 TI9HE, Vol. 2 T
10/1d > 72D A3, Vol. 5 TE 3, Vol. 6 TE5MEMPL, MHERI T6REWS
FEBEOOHTFICE > Tnb I Enod, FEREIIBLT, [ERX DA « B -
JEASG « Bl &, R URE « U728 OFE « IRAETEZ S TEIR] 0720 OFRZEERIE O H
EBD B —t v F—VMRAMIC ERT B ERBEZIT L, LEd-T, FElE s
WTHBRHHOEMEA RO EMMEIND LD, TOBEM S A BRI
B35 Part 2 O¥LBEINIZME LS5, LA, [Voa—TABO®BN] %4 %1FE
Lo T3 2 s, PPHMIOBIAIEZRL TS LA B,
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Jeiz e, [ WH BERISC &BINEEM U Yes/No TEHZ 2 B#RIBEIZ100% A IEMTH 5
EVSHIEEIZBI LTI, THER] KB 260 8RH o2 LN ZDBIEET S
CEEB ST, LolES, o [EMXOAEH « Bha - JBRGH - @i s, [ UE - Pl
DFf « AT Z FCRIRBZ, % NAEMRTH S ITBIL TR, THE) 280 Ts,
27 CYTIRE 5B OBED S BIS 2B 7280 +31=87.1 UNEUELL T4 PIRL % Pas T
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