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Interactional effect of subjective and
objective strain in the general strain theory
Tomohiro NAKAGAWA

Abstract

Agnew classified strain into objective and subjective dimension. This study examined the interactional effect of
objective and subjective strain on delinquent behavior. A total of 113 university students (45 males, 66 females, and 2
unknowns) were asked to recall the time they were in high school. They were then rated on two scales: an objective
strain scale composed of 26 items in which students were asked about negative events that occurred during
their high school days, and a subjective strain scale, in which the degree of negative feelings they experienced
as a result of these negative events (objective strain) was measured. Delinquent behavior scale consisted of the
two subcomponents for delinquent behavior and problem behavior. The scale composed of 21 items based on an
existing scale and two original items (smoking and truancy). Preliminary analysis identified 13 strain items that
either objective or subjective strain significantly correlated with the delinquent behavior scale, which confirmed
the predictive validity of our scales. Next, these 13 strain items were classified into the following four theoretical
categories: removal of positively valued stimuli; presentation of negative stimuli; failure to achieve positively valued
goals; and presentation of an unhealthy environment. Hierarchical regression analysis was conducted to examine
the effect of objective and subjective strain on delinquent behavior. Result revealed interactional effect was not
significant predict problem behaviors and delinquent behavior while objective strain except removal of positively
valued stimuli significantly increase these behavior. Therefore, this finding suggests that objective and subjective
strain do not appear to have an interactional effect on delinquent behavior.
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Table 2 FEEMERFEDT : FERNFREEBOFRSITRITHEFTICRIETHR

NEATH AT
BXIRIKTT g H T T — Modell Model2 Modell Model2
Bl RIT 4 THIEHE (Po) 03 03 -.08 -.04
FH T 4 THIEEE (No) 2" 16 41 31
RY T 14 7T HEAER (Go) 15 15 207 207
AREREEETE (Eo) 38" 377 317 307
T8l KT T 4 THIEHE (Ps) 23 27 16 20
I T 4 THIGEE (Ns) -03 -01 -14 -.09
RIT 4 7THEAER (Gs) -01 .00 -11 -11
NRERIERETE (Es) -30" -30" -10 -12
Po X Ps -.04 -12
No X Ns .05 13
Go X Gs .04 -.05
Eo X Es .08 .09
R 38" 397 307 337
AR 01 03

Note. ZHOMME (R* B L VAR 13 ) 1AL EIREREK
" <.10,p<.05 "p<.0L "p<.001

B> C T E kN R

3 2
1
0 0 0
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Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q
Q’QQWQ?‘Q"OQ%\'Q\Wb‘b\?"r\sf\:\»,\’%‘o%
FRITAR/R

Figure 2 =& 3 FHTHE L AFRITRESR (FHE OEX NI T L4

REATHICE LT, A7 14 7THlE~oE  (111) =-3.35,p =.001),
# (B=20,t (111) =179, p = .08) & ApER FATICEH LTI, BBRITICBIT S A7
BAOBE (p=.38,t (111) =389, p < .001) T 1 THEM~OBEE (p=41,t (111) =349, p
PEBNIITTHE (M) RIEOMEZRL =.001), RI7T1 7% BEOAER (8 =.20,¢
TW72Ds, APRBEEAOBREICOWCEER (111 =1.92,p =.06), NREFE~OBEE (8=
BRITCCEELRAOMEZ R L7 (£=-30,t .31,¢ (111) =3.00, p = .003) 2567 (f@Em) 7
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