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Basic problems concerning responding demand of emergency medical needs

HIRAIDE, Atsushi

2,900,000

1998 1136
2009 1985 (p<0.0001 for trend)

We investigated the basic problem concerning the demand for emergency medical
services using data from Osaka Municipal Fire Department. We particularly focused on drug overdose
patients because drug overdose is an important issue in emergency medicine. The number of overdose
patients was 1136 in 1998. It increased annually and reached 1985 in 2009 (p<0.0001 for trend). The
duration from emergency call to the arrival at the hospital for emergency patients, particularly for drug
overdose patients increased markedly in recent years. Our findings show an increased burden on the EMS
system due to increase in the overdose cases. However recently we found that the number of overdose
patients decreased. Although the cause of this trend has not Keen determined yet, the recent campaign to
doctors to avoid multiple prescription of psychoactive drug might be effective.
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ICD-10

T36 8
T37 2
T38 23
T39 60
T40 6
T41 4
T42 1038
T43 108
T44 0
T45 0
T46 13
T47 17
T48 49
T49 3
T50 35

558
1CD-10 Code

T36-50 Poisoning by drugs, medicaments
and biological substances
T36 Poisoning by systemic antibiotics
T37 Poisoning by other systemic
anti-infectives and antiparasitics
T38 Poisoning by hormones and their
synthetic substitutes and antagonists,
not classified elsewhere
T39 Poisoning by nonopioid analgesics,
antipyretics and antirheumatics
T40  Poisoning by narcotics and
psychodysleptics [hallucinogens]
T41 Poisoning by anaesthetics and
therapeutic gases
T42 Poisoning by antiepileptic,
sedative-hypnotic and antiparkinsonism
drugs
T43 Poisoning by psychotropic drugs, not
classified elsewhere
T44 Poisoning by drugs primarily affecting
the autonomic nervous system
T45 Poisoning by primarily systemic and
haematological agents, not classified
elsewhere
T46 Poisoning by

agents primarily

affecting the cardiovascular system

T4A7 Poisoning by agents primarily
affecting the gastrointestinal system
T48 Poisoning by agents primarily acting
on smooth and skeletal muscles and the
respiratory system

T49 Poisoning by topical agents primarily
affecting the skin and mucous membranes
and by ophthalmological,
otorhinolaryngological and dental drugs
T50 Poisoning by diuretics and other and
unspecified drugs, medicaments and
biological substances

T42

1998 1136
2010 1822
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