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Fair trade aims at supporting socio-economic efforts to be independent by marginal
ized producers. The most important pillars of fair trade are the floor price system of commodities and the
social premium for producers_empowerment. This study evaluated the direct and indirect effects on margina
lized people and their communities, including the positive and negative ones, and examined the conditions
for how conscious consumers appear, as well as clarifying the ideological and the theoretical bases of fai
r trade from the context of economy of virtue. The result of the study was published as "Poverty reduction
and Rural Development through Alternative Socio-economic Regimes: Fair Trade Movement and Economy of Virt
ue"™ (in English) and "Theoretical and Empirical Study on Poverty Alleviation through Fair Trade and Constr
uction of "Economy of Virtue"™ (in Japanese). Both will be uploaded onto the website of Alter trade Researc
h several months later (http://test.altertrade.net/).
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