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On the Polysemy Levels of Quantifier-Containing Sentences in

Connection with Vagueness
Takayuki ISHII

The English sentence conlaining quantifiers is unambiguous at [irst sight: however, if the number of
quantifiers appearing in one sentence is n, the degree of polysemy (DP) will be nl, which is defined as the
basic DF in this paper, according to the bundling theory presented in my previous papers. If the persons
shown by quantifiers in the sentence “Three boys met two girls” are specified under the context of the
basic DP, the total degree of polysemv (TDP) will increase dramatically, and the further consideration of
cach member's derivation, members’ combination outside the basic DP, incorporation of time and space
notions, and other factors such as reasons and methods will make the TDP skyrocket respectively, so
that the level of polysemy may reach the stage of vagueness. This paper aims to clarify how the two
seemingly conlraslive notions ol polysemy and vagueness are related and explores some basic principles

that apply to the relations between the two.
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