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Changes Observed in Student Essays in an English Essay Writing Class:
One Middle-level Class for the First-year Students in the Faculty

of Applied Sociology
Kanae NISHIMURA

This article reports the developmental process and problems of learning to write English essays by
demonstrating and analyzing several sample essays from students placed in a middle-level class on the
basis of their scores on a placement test taken prior to the beginning of the course. In general, students’
essays showed a gradual improvement in the length, variation in structure, and cohesion of sentences.
However, it seems that some students failed to develop their knowledge and skills to write accurately. A
lack of very basic knowledge about English sentence structure was detected in the essays written by
these students at the end of the semester. In summary, although there is much room for further
improvement, especially in terms of accuracy, many students showed improvement in their ability to

organize their points clearly and appropriately in essays consisting of several paragraphs in English.
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Perfect Place to Study
a mental picture of your ideal

Create

study environment. Do you prefer
to study inside or outside? Do
you prefer to study in a group
or by yourself? With music or in
silence? Describe your ideal study
area in detail, and explain how
each element contributes to your

learning experience.
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T am going to write about my ideal study in environment.

[ like to study in silence. Fog example, | often study in a liblary. [[ concentrate [---] Sa [l don't like to
study with others. Because [I s ith others about another theme. If [T
study with others, Il will not study hard.

M often write study words again and again. [ am not good at study words. [ could not memorize study
words. But [I] use this way, I am good at study words. This way is very good for me. Whenever 1 study
something, | often use a lot of ink and papers.

1 always say study words aloud again and again. [I| don't like listening problems. So accent is very
important for me. [---] But my score has increased since [I] started to study. And [ like listening
problems.

Ultimately, it is important that people devise their own systems of studying and find their best ways.
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T am going to write about my ideal study environment. [T like to study alone in silence. Therefore, my
ideal study environment is a library where [[| can study in a quiet environment. [[| think that a silent
place makes me concentrate.

First, [I] like to study in silence.__For example, [[| often study in a library. If [I| study there, [I] can
concentrate on studying. Because [Il don't like to study with others, maybe [I] talk about another theme.
If [ study with others, [ will not study hard.

Second, [I often write same words again and again. While Il am weak on learning English words, this
way is very good for me. So this way, [l can memorize many words. Whenever [ study something, [T
always use a lot of ink and paper.

Third, [T always read English words [---] [Tl am not good at listening[--] And [ hate [--] tests. So [T
could not make a high score, but my score has increased since [I| started to study by myself. I think that
this is the best way for my study.

Ultimately, it is important that people devise their own systems of studying, and find their best ways.
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[Ilam going to write about my high school. From my point of view, my school is very good for students
because this school’s motto is liberty. So all of the students behave naturally. This school is on an
upward slope and we can view the sea from there. The place is favorably located, and there are the sea
and nature. [ will write about three big events that happened there.

Firstly, our school holds a ball game competition every year. This tournament includes volleyball,
[---] so on. So men and women play each sport biyearly. This event makes us unite tremendously.
Every class practices [---], because they aim at victory. Each class often arranges color towels on the
day of the ball game competition, and our school’s ground is colored by various tint by their towels.
Classmates cheer their representatives. When the class wins against other class, they get points. If they
win in a row, the class gets higher and higher points. Thorough this event, we got a team spirit besides
points.

Secondly, my school holds a physical education festival. This event’s system resembles to the ball
game competition, but the included games are different. [---] First, folk dance has nothing to do with
grade. So, we enjoy it regardless of their age. Second, the club’s relay race is very interesting. Each club
wears their uniform and some teams have their club’s tools. For example, the tennis club’s members
run with their rackets, and the ken-do club’s members have their bamboo swords. Other teams run
earnestly, but track and field’s club usually wins. Nevertheless, we can enjoy the club’s relay race. This
event gives us pleasure and a fellow feeling.

Thirdly, the school festival is a main event in a year. This event is bigger than other two events. [---_
Some classes make art. [---] For example, they sell shaved ice, [---] Why is this only for twelfth-grade
student’s classes? Because they are too busy with preparing for studying examinations, so they don’t
have to prepare for the event. But this grade is the most interesting. Because they can make memories
in their last schol year. Besides they have many friends and under fresh men, therefore they can have
relationships. This event develops our human nature by
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There are many my perfect
places to study or ways to study.
Today I am going to write my
perfect places to study or ways
to study.

There are two my perfect places
to study for me.

There are many perfect places to
study or ways to study. Today
am going to write about my
perfect places to study and ways
to study. They are a library and
my room.

Nowadays 1] often remember my
high school. [I] like my high school,
because there are a lot of splendid
memories. They are better than
those of my junior high school.
They are one of my most precious
things in my life. [] want to tell
many memories to everyone.
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First, my perfect place to study
is my home.

prefer to study inside, because
[l can concentrate very well.

But [T do not prefer to study with
music in my room.

[study in very silence.

Second, my perfect place to
study is a library, becase there
are many date in a library.
Example, [ often go to Yao
library.

There are two my perfect ways
to study for me.

First, I/ [---] because Il can [---].
Second, [ [---], because ] [---].
Example, [ [-] when [[ was
high school student.

After all, my perfect way to
study is to study by myself in
silent room.

There are two perfect places for
me to study. First, my perfect
place is my room. [I] prefer to
study inside, because [I| can
concentrate very well. But to
study with music in my room
is not my style. [[ study a very
silent place, because I can
centralize my attention very
well.

Second, my perfect place is a
library, because there are a lot
of resources there. For example,
often go to the XXX library,
because there are [-+-]

There are three perfect ways
for me to study. First, [,
because [ can [---] Second,
[---]; in this way [[] can [---] For
example, [ [---] when [I] [---]
On the contrary, ] [---] when
[+--]. Third, [I] |--], because I can
cl--]. So, [[ can’t study in the
morning.

After all, my perfect environment

is a very silent place where [I| can
study by myself. [---]

My school is a coeducation school [-+-]
laughed everyday with a number of
my friends. [I] used to play volleyball
during the break time. My school
doesn’t have uniform, because the
traditions of my school are freedom
and self-reliance. Almost all the
students created their own uniform by
themselves. Other wore plain clothes.

First of all, -] is the athletic
festival. My school is eager
about festival. So, almost all of
the students looked forward
to it. The team of the athletic
festival is [---] For this reason,
all of the students become [---]
was elected leader of the team.
eagerly coached my juniors
for a dance contest, where eight
teams competed for the dance
championship. My team won
thirds place. [[] cried for joy.

Secondly, another wonderful
memory is the cultural festival.
[~--1 [ [---] That day, [ was
nervous, but [[ acted more
nicely than usual. My class
didn’t receive a condificate of
merit; however[---] The DVD of
my class’s drama is one of my
trejours in my life.

Lastly, [I] [---] [ forgot time while[[] [--]

To conclude, there are special
memories in my high school life.
When ] look at many pictures, [I]
will remember precious friends

and splendid memories.
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would like to write about my
favorite place and the way to
study.

[ usually use colored pens.
When [I| was high school student,
usued three colered pens. [[] can
distinguish easily and especially
see important parts. So [l have
been using three or more colored
pens.

[---] That is why [[ write it
again and again and pick up
learning.

always review classes in the
train. When [[] can sit the train,
[---] When [[ have to stand in
it, Il remember classes of that
day. If [ do so, [[ [--] It is very
efficient. [[] think that to review
learning faster will connect the
next class.

In conclusion, I use colored pens
and write sentences again and
again. Then [[ study in the train
using my free time.

would like to write about
my favorite place and the way
to study. [l study in variety of
ways. |I| basically like to work
alone. [ am going to introduce
some ideal ways.

Firstly, Il usually use colored
pens. When [I| was a high school
student, I used three colored
pens such as yellow [---] [I| prefer
different colored pens. || could
distinguish easily and especially
see important parts. That way
led me to [---]. So, Il have using
three or more colored pens.

Secondly, [[ write sentences
again and again [---] To write
them a number of times become
my favorite way to understand
learning better. That is why,
write them [---]

Thirdly, [[ [--- | When [ can sit
in the train, [[ open a textbook.
When [l have to stand, [I
remember what [I] learned in my
classes on that day. If [T do so,
[---] It is very efficient. [I| think
that to review learning faster
will connect the next class.

In conclusion, [] [-*] Then
study [---] They are my favorite
ways to improve my skill. [T
heard that it was important for
us to accumulate daily working.
Therefore, [[ believe in my
favorite ways and keep studying
every day.

would like to write about
my high school. It takes about
twenty minutes on foot from
the nearest station. There is
no uphill or downhill; it is flat
all of my way. |I spent only
three years there, but I have
a lot of memories such as [++-]
Especially my best recollection
is basketball life. It was a very
hard time but [[ really enjoyed
in club activities. Il am going to
introduce things like this about
my school and life.

First, the school has its history
of 100 years. It was built before
World War two, so some marks
of guns remain even now. The
school keeps its old structure.
Half of the floors are made of
woods, therefore a lot of patched
woods are on the floors. They
[---] but we felt some sense of
ease from them. The place never
had cooling or heating machines
though [ like it.

Second, what [ want you to
know is that [---] The school is
coed school and we get along
with each other very well. [--]
because the school is famous for
the good proportion of students
[~] Sol [~-] At that time,
[---1 [ noticed later that [l was
surrounded by nice people.
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Third, as [I] [---], [ belonged
to [--] Our gym is also old
so [-+] But we tried our best
even if it was very old. We
are very friendly in usual, but
when it comes to club time, we
ourselves are serious and argue
against each other. [---] Thanks
to it, we entered in best eight
in our prefecture in the last
competition and [ am proud of
this.

That is why [ love my high
school in various points. I have
nothing but pleasant memories
[---] Itis [--] [ will value the
memories for years to come.
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[ am going to write about ideal
study environment.

[ use different colored pens to
underline.

when |I| read English sentences
and [ do not know English
grammatical elements, I] want to
look at them clealy.

have done this way since [[] was
elementaly school.

This is the best way to learn
English grammer for me.

write new words.

It is difficult for me to learn
English new words.

So [I| can not learn by looking at
them and reading them out loud.
But by writing new words, |[| can
learn them.

Therefor it is necessaly that
Il should write to learn them.
Cnsequently |I| never forget new
words.

-]

M am going to write about my
ideal study environment. |I| don’t
want to spend useless time
every day. [ go to school by
train so I have extra time in the
train. That time is my studying
time. But my ideal place to study
is my room.

First, [l usually work by myself
in a silent place. I can’t study
listening to music, because
can’'t concentrate [--].
When [ studied in a group,
didn’t feel calm. So [ prefer to
learn by myself. In addition,
it is important for me to
[---] Therefore [ always keep
cleaning my room. My room is
quiet and clean so it is the best
environment for me.

My high school life remains in
my memory very much. When
suffered, my friends helped me
and there were teachers who had
good advice. |[| met nice friends
and teachers. But || came to like
this school for other reasons.
am going to write about them.

Firstly, the school owns a small
hill at the back. Other schools
[---] There are a lot of trees and
flowres, because they are raised
by my school students. When
summer comes, the cicadas
cry all day long. Students are
annoyed by the sounds every
yvear. When fall comes, the
leaves of the trees turn red and
orange. People gather arount
them during the break time
to eat and drink. When winter
comes, leaves fall from the
trees. The students make roast
sweet potatos, (-] When spring
comes, the trees turn into full
bloom. They give us beautiful




The more [l read English
sentences, The faster | can read
them.

So when [I| read them, | can read
as soon as possible.
Consepuently I get use to the
English.

In conclution, I prefer to
different colored pens, to write
new words and to read English
sentences.
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Second, [I use different colored
pens to underline words [I] don’t
know. When [] read English
sentences and [Il don’t know
English grammatical elements,
want to make them clear
enough to understand later. [l
have been this way since |[| was
in elementary school. This is
the best way to learn English
grammar.

Third, it is necessary that [I|
should read an English book
every day, and |I read one every
night in my room. The more [T
read English books, the faster
can read them.

When [ read them, [ [---]
Consequently [I get used to
English.

In conclusion, ]| prefer to work
in my room, because it is a
silent room where [T can learn
by myself, use different colored
pens, and read English books in
my room.

viwes. As [ have written above,
we are pleased by a small hill st
the back in each season.

Secondly, almost sll the students
join a club. [l think that this is
the best points [---] a few people
give up club activities in the
middle, and others continue till
the end. The largest number of
people join a soccer club. this
club practices the most.
However, [---] The baseball club
won up to the fourth round.
practices hard in this school.
Everyone are satisfied with the
risult. It is good that evey club
practices hard in this school.

Tirdly, ] am going to write
about our athletic festival. [---]
The feeling of the people rise up,
especially when all the students
and the others participats at
the festival stand together [---]
The festival is divided into four
team[---] Therefore, they are
very powerful and _interesing.
[---] this is vrey unique in this
school.

In conclusion, the school is
enclosed by the a lot og nature
and it
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Cohesion: 2 (1%)

"MY ideal study environment”
am going to write about
environment my favorite place
to study.

prefer to study with my
friends.
often study with the friend.

Cohesion: 9 (4%)

am going to write about my
environment favorite place to
study.

My first preference is to
study with my friends [--]
And [J think that if [l make a

mistake and that remains
impression questions each other.

Cohesion: 10 (3%)

am going to introduce XXX
High School and life there. Do
you know XXX High School?
Did you enjoy your high school
life? I enjoyed high school
life and every day has been
enhanced.
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Because studing with friend
remains impression than the
alone study.

often think that the alone
study is bored.

[ take a close look at the new
words[+-] [[] think that time is

Il often think that the alone
study is boring.

My second preference is to taka
a close look at the new words
because [] think that it is waste
of time writing. Moreover
hands is tired and writing is

wastful when the words written.
Moreover, [ -]

When |I] take close look at new
words,the check sheets is used.

[Tl prefer to study in silence.
Because [ can consentrate on

troublesome. When [[ [+,
often cheak sheets and highliter
is used. However it is to hard see
difficuly when the cheak is too
much.

My third preference is to

very much.
When surrounding is very

noisy,it is distacted.

hate to study while lisning to
music.

[ ofetn lirax when [[] can not
study consentrate on.

think that it is nessesary to
lirax.

In conclusion.The most my
favorite study environment is in
silence study.

think that it is important to
consentrate on very much.

concentrate on in silence place.

] went to XXX High School.
It is very old. [[ think that it
might collapse when a severe
earthquake hit it. There were
the nine classes in each year.
The number of girls more than
that of boys. There was special
course people who want to be
a teacher. It is first course in
whole in the country. It took 50
minutes by bicycle and train.
didn’t care about the long time
because [I] enjoyed talking with
my friends.

[ belonged to be a XXX club

When srroundings are very
noisy, it is distracting.

hate to study while listening
to music. The reason for that
ocassionary litens attentively.
often get relaxed. [ [---] if [[ can’t
concentrate on studying. [ often
to eat sweet foods.

In conclusion, the best my
favorite environment is silent.
think that it is important to
concentrate on studying very
much. ] want to find the best
favorite place to study. And I
want to study efficently.

for three years. The practice
was very severe. Sunburn [I] got
because of that was terrible.
It was very unpleasant. [---]
We participated in the XXX
association twice and won
championship a small rally. We
made the newspapers. The only
thing that [I can proud of soft
tennis, Tennis was developed as
parson. [ [---] They were useful
now.

XXX High School was a lot
events such as[---] School trip
is the most my in impression. I
went to [---] ] ate bowl topped
the sashimi [---. The picking
was apple in [---] [l went to [---]
think that memories is remains
in my through life.

To conclude, it is easy for us
enjoy high school life in XXX
High School. I do not regret
having entered in XXX High
School. [I| enjoyed high school
life.
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