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Introduction

ThispaperdiscussesthecurrentstateoftheOccitanlanguage,oneofseveralminority

languagesspokeninFrancetoday.Anoverviewofthehistoryofthelanguagewillillustrate

howmuchlinguisticterritorythelanguagehaslostuptothepresent.Descriptionsofthe

currentcontractedgeographicaldistributionofOccitan,itsdiminishedpresenceinthe

educationalsystem,anditslackoflegalstatuswillfurtherunderscorethelanguage'sdecline.

Thegrammatical,lexicalandphoneticfeaturesofthevariousdialectsofOccitanwillbe

comparedandcontrastedwithFrenchtoshowthatOccitanis,infact,aseparatelanguage.

LanguagesofFrance

ThoughFrenchistheofficiallanguageofFrance,therearemanyotherlanguagesspoken

inFrancetoday.Bretonisspokeninthenorth-westintheareaknownasBrittany,Basquein

thesouth-westmainlyinthePyrenees-AltantiquesontheSpanishborder,Catalaninthesouth-

eastinthePyrenees-OrientalesborderingtheCatalanspeakingareaofSpain,Flemishinthe

north-eastinFrenchWesthoeckneartheBelgiumborder,AlsationinthewestontheGerman

borderinAlsaceandpartsofMoselle,CorsicanontheislandofCorsicaintheMediterranean,

Franco-Provencalinthesouth-eastneartheSwissandItalianborders,Luxembourgeoisin

MoselleborderingLuxembourg,PicardontheBelgianborderinthenorth-east,Ligurianinthe

south-eastneartheItalianborder,Calointhesouth,andOccitan,thesubjectofthispaper,in

thesouth.WiththeexceptionofBreton,alloftheselanguagesarespokenacrossborders.

Everyoneoftheselanguagesisinaprecariouspositionwithonlylimitedtransferencetothe

youngergenerations.Infact,amajorityofthespeakersoftheselanguagesarefoundinthe50

yearsofageandabovebracket.Thelanguagegroupswiththelargestnumberofactive
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speakersareOccitanwith1,500,000andBretonwithmorethan500,000.Theotherlanguages

havefarfewerwithCalothefewestat10,000.Threelanguageshavealreadybecomeextinct,

Shuadi,Greek(Corsica)andZarphatic.Shuadiceasedtobespokeninユ977,Greekin19$2,

andZarphaticmuchearlieraccordingtoEthnologueFrance.

Occi#an

OccitanisaRomancelanguagebelongingtothesamebranchoftheItalicLanguagegroup

asCatalan,RomanianandItalian.TheCatalanlanguageistheclosesttoOccitanandthereare

somelinguistswhoclaimthatitisinfactadialectofCatalan,notaseparatelanguage.For

purposesofthispaper,theywillbetreatedasseparate.Mercatorstatesthatworkto

standardizethelanguagestartedattheendofthe19thcenturyandwasbasedonthe

Languedocdialect.2TheFrenchgovernment,evenontherareoccasionwhenitacknowledges

theexistenceofOccitan,referstoitasadialectofFrenchoradistortedformofFrench,a

patois.ThisattitudehasbeenspreadbyFrenchinstitutions,foremostamongthemthe

educationsystem.Thisisfarfromthetruthasbothlanguagesformedindependentlyoutof

Latin.Infact,OccitanstayedclosertoLatinthanFrenchdid.Onemaythenevensuggestthat

FrenchisadistortedversionofOccitan.Correstatesthatin"BriefDiscussionoftheOccition

Language"that"evenacursoryglancewillassurethereaderthatthelanguageis

substantiallydifferentfromstandardFrench".3AstheOccitanspeakingareashaveno

politico-geographicalexistence,andthereforeremaininvisible,thisattitudeisunchanging.

ThisstateofaffairsexistsinspiteofOccitan'slongliteraryhistorydatingbacktothe

Troubadours.

History

ThehistoryoftheOccitanlanguagecanbedividedintofourperiods.Thiswillhelpto

giveaclearerpictureofthelanguage'shistory.Thefirstperiodisuptothe15`hcentury,the

secondisfromtheユ5thcenturyuntiltherevolution,thethirdisfromtherevolutiontoWorld

WarTwo,andthefourthisfromthewarupuntilthepresentday.

一46一



TheOccitanLanguage:AStruggleToSurvive

Upuntilthe15thcenturyOccitanwasthelanguageusedthroughouttheregionknownas

Occitaniainliterature,lawandadministration,andcommunity.Thepopulationresidingin

Occitaniaatthistime,fromtheroyalcourtsdowntothepeasants,usedthelanguage

extensively.Itwasusedinallfacetsoflife;thehome,thefields,commerce,musicandthelaw

courts.TheTroubadourswerelargelyresponsibleforelevatingthelanguagetothelevelof

literarystandingthatithadatthetime.Theywerelyricpoetsorpoet-musiciansbasedinthe

southofFranceinthe12`hcenturyandtheユ3thcenturywhowroteinOccitan.The

TroubadoursappeartohaveoriginatedinPoitiers,butthesphereoftheirinfluenceranged

fromCataloniainSpain,thesouthernpartofFrancetothenorthernareasofItaly.

ThelanguagebegantoloseitscurrencywithinOccitaniafromthe15`hcenturyonthough

itwasgradualinnatureandwithoutanyrealformulatedorconcertedpressurefromthe

rulersofFrancewhospokeFrench,thelanguagespokeninthevicinityofParis.TheEdictof

Villers-Cotterets(1539)madeFrenchtheofficiallanguageofgovernmentandlegal

documentsthoughOccitanLanguagestatesitwasnotenforcedtoanygreatextent.9The

languageofcourtintheOccitanregionbecameFrenchandslowlytherulingclassesadopted

itbecausetheysawitasthelanguageofprivilegeandpower.Borgetpointsoutthatthedrop

intheuseoflocallanguagesduringthisperiodisironicalbecausetherulersofFrancedidnot

subjectthelocallanguagesofFrancetoanyrealconcertedpressure.5However,itistrue

thatthelocallanguageswerelookeddownuponsometimeswithdisdainandothertimeswith

suspicion,somequestioningtheirloyaltytothecrown.Giventhatthelanguage'susageduring

theperiodupuntiltherevolutionwaslessening,thelanguagewasstillbeingusedbya

majorityofthepopulation.Lessthan50percentofthepeopleinFrancein1789spokeany

Frenchatall.

TheFrenchrevolutionoccurredinthelatterpartofthe18`hcenturyandreplacedthe

monarchywitharepublicangovernment.DuMontpointsoutthegovernmentinParismade

anattempttoaccommodatethevariouslanguagesspokenthroughoutFranceforonlyashort

periodaftertherevolution.Thegovernmentissuedadecreebanningtheuseofanylanguage

otherthanFrencheveninthedomainofthehome.6Soonafter,in1790,thegovernment

beganastatewideprogramaimedateducationalreform.Thiswastoentailtheteachingand

useoftheFrenchlanguagetotheexclusionandeventualreplacementoftheotherlanguages.
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FromthistimeonlocallanguageswereonlytobeusedintheteachingofFrench.Educational

authoritiesdecreedthatanystudentcaughtspeakinganylanguageotherthanFrenchwereto

havesomething,oftenashoe,hungaroundtheirnecks.Thesestudentstivereoftenaskedto

writesentencesdenouncingtheirownlanguage.Thistreatmentofspeakersofother

languagescontinuedrightupuntiltheSecondWorld'4iJar.AccordingtoDuMondein

"Minorit
ySociolinguisticsinEurope:TheOccitanLanguagevtheFrenchState"'"this

teachingmethodinstilledadeepsenseofshameinspeakersofOccitanlanguages".'

EventhoughOccitanwasunderintensepressurefromtheFrenchlanguagefromthe

timeoftherevolution,itwasnotuntilaftertheSecondWorldWarthatthelanguagebeganto

decreaseinusagedramatically.Thiswasdueinparttothemodernstatewithitseducation

systemandtheadventofthemediacoupledwiththecontinuinghostilityofthecentral

authoritiestothelocallanguages.Slonestatestheattempttobringeconomicdevelopmentto

thepoorerregionsofFrance,wherethemajorityofotherlanguagespeakerslived,sawa

massiveinfluxofoutsidersintotheregion,furtherdisruptingthecohesionofthelanguage.$

.AccordingtoCaldwellinhisarticlecalled"ProvisionforMrnorrtyLanguagesinFrance",

evenasrecentlyas1972,Pompidousaid,"thereisnoplaceforregionallanguagesinaFrance

destinedtostampitssealonEurope".9

Geography

OccitanisspokeninthesouthernpartoftheFrenchRepublic,accountingforone-thirdof

France'sarea,roughly190,000squarekilometresaccordingtoOccitanLanguage.10The

populationofthisareaisaboutユ3million.ThemainOccitancitiesare:Nice,Marseilles,

Montpellier,Clermont-Ferrand,Limoges,Toulouse,PauandBordeaux.Thereisnopolitical

division,whichencompassesthelanguagewhereitisspokenasthereisfortheBasqueand

CatalanspeakingareasofSpain.TheregionswhereOccitanisspokenorhasbeenspoken

traditionallywillbedividedintotwogroupsbasedoninformationfoundinEuromosaic.One

denotingamajorityoftheareaasOccitanspeakingandtheotherdenotingonlyapartofthe

areaasOccitanspeaking.
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Mainly:

HautesPyranees,Gers,Landes,Ariege,Dorgogne,Correze,Tarnet-et-Garonne,Ardeche,Haute-

Garonne,Puy-deDome,Haute-Alps,Basses-Alps,Vaucluse,andAlps-Maritimes.

Partly:

Basse-Pyranees,Isere,Allier,Lot-et-Garonne,Loire,PyraneesOrientales,Haute-Vienne,Drome,

Charente,Creuse,andGironde."

OccitanisalsospokeninMonaco,intheAranvalleyandLabistida-ClarencainSpain,and

in12alpinevalleysintheItalianareasofCuneoandTorinointhePiedmonts,andinCalabria

inthesouth.

Education

TheDeixonneactofl95ユallowedsomepresenceintheeducationsystemforregional

languages.Occitanisthemainlanguageofinstructioninsomeschools,mainlytheprivate

schoolsknownasCalendretas.Theseschoolsteachstudentsofthepre-primaryandprimary

levelagegroups.AccordingtoEuromosaic,inユ994therewereaboutユ70ftheseschoolsin

existencewithanenrollmentof665pupils,afractionofthenumberofstudentsattendingpre-

primaryandprimaryschoolsinOccitania.'ZOneofthebiggestconcernsforstudentsisthe

problemincontinuingthestudyinlateryears.Thelackofqualifiedteachersandfundingare

twoofthemajorreasonsforthis.Therearesomeclassesatthesecondaryandtertiarylevel,

buttheyaresmallinnumber.Assistancefromthecentralauthoritiesisverylimitedandithas

beenlefttothelocalauthoritiestoprovidefinancialassistanceforanyinitiativesin

maintainingthelanguagethrougheducation.工ntheAranvalleythelanguagehasbeenapart

oftheschoolcurriculumsince1984.InthePiedmontareaofItalythereisverylittleprovision

forthelanguageineducation,itisonlyofferedasanoptionalsubjectinasmallnumberof

schools.
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LegalSituation

ThelegalsituationofOccitandiffersfromstatetostate.InFrance,theauthoritiesbyand

large,ignorethelanguage.ItcanbetaughtinschoolsinOccitan,butusuallyasasecondor

foreignlanguage,makingitlikeGermanorEnglish.Thesecondarticleoftheconstitutionwas

modifiedin1992,whichreiteratedFrenchasthelanguageofthestate.Lawspertainingtothe

regionallanguagesareoftenambiguousandcontradictory.OccitanLanguagestatesPinto,a

professoratLaSorbonneUniversity,hasarguedthattheFrenchSupremecourthasover

steppeditsboundswhenithasstruckdownattemptstoimprovethestatusoftheregional

languages.13

1nSpain,OccitanLanguagesaysthelanguagehasofficialstatusalongsideCatalanand

Spanish.OfficialsignsanddocumentsareinOccitan.InItaly,somelegalstatuswasassigned

tothelanguagein1999andtherehavebeensomeprovisionmadeforroadsignstobeputup

inOccitan.Thelanguageisusedinthelocalcouncilsofthearea.14

StandardizationOf丁heOccitanDialects

AfterWorldWarTwotherehasbeenanefforttostandardizetheOccitanlanguagebased

ontheLanguedociendialect.However,differingopinionsbetweentheintellectualswho

advocatedstandardizationandtheeverydayusersofthevariousdialectshavehamperedthe

effort.The`Felibreen'spellingsystemisinwideusewithinProvence;withtheotherdialects

tendingtofollowAlibert'sLanguedocienbased`GramaticaOccitania'.Thissystemis

universallyrepresentativeofthedifferentdialectstoenablethemtoexpressthemselvesfully.

DuMondestatesin"Minority50ciolingulsticsInEurope:TheOccitanLanguagevtheFrench

State"that"today'sOccitanactivistshavelargelyturnedtheirattentionawayfromthe

promulgationofasingle.linguisticstandardforthewholeofOccitania,insteadallowingeach

regiontoteachitsownparticulardialectwhileemphasizingthedialectscloselinguistic

connections".15
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丁heMainDialects

AccordingtotheInstituted'EstudisOccitansdeParisthesixmaindialectsofOccitancan

bebrokenupintothreedivisions:NorthernOccitan,IUIiddleOccitanandSouthernOccitan.16

Northern Middle Southen

Limousin Languedocien Gascon

Auvergnat Provencal

Trans-Alpine

Limousin

Ethnologue,LimousinsaysthatLimousinisspokenbyユ0-20percentoftheinhabitantsof

theareawhereitwastraditionallyspoken.Therearetwosub-dialects,onebeingHaut-

LimousinandtheotherbeingBas-Limousin.Haut-Limousinisspokenintheareassurrounding

Limoges,GueretandNorton.Bas-LimousinisspokenaroundtheCorrezeandPerigordareas.

TherearetodayveryfewchildrenspeakersofthisdialectofOccitanwithmostspeakers

beingintheover40yearsofagebracket."

Auvergnat

Therearetwosub-dialectsaccordingtoEthnologueAuvergnat,HautAuvergnatandBas

Auvergnat.HautAuvergnatisspokeninCantalandsouthofHautLoireandBasAuvergnatis

spokennorthofHautLoireandinPuydeDome.18TheHautAuvergnatdialectisusedmore

frequentlyandhasmorespeakersthantheBasAuvergnatdialect.There .islimited

understandingbetweenthetwodialectsofAuvergnat.Auvergnathasperhapsthefewest

numberofspeakersofanyoftheOccitandialectsthoughnodataareatpresentavailableto

confirmthis.

Trans-Alpine

AccordingtoEthnologue:ProvencaltheTrans-Alpinedialectisspokeninthenorth-west

cornerofItalyontheFrenchborder.Thenumberofspeakersisestimatedtobesomewhere

between50,00and100,000.19Thelanguageisdecreasinginusewitheachnewgenerationand

todaylessthan50percentofthoseaged200runderuseitineverydaycommunications.The
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EuropeanBureauforLesser-UsedLanguagesstatestheTrans-Alpinespeakersarenowa

minorityintheareamakinguplessthanone-thirdoftheregion'spopulation.20TheTrans-

Alpinespeakingcommunitiestodayarefoundinthehighervalleysoftheregion,havingbeen

replacedbyItalianinthelowervalleys.TheTrans-Alpinespeakingareashavebeen

undergoingdepopulationforseveraldecadesnow,astheeconomicsituationintheareais

poor.NotonlyarespeakersintheregionshiftingtoItalian,manyspeakersaremowingoutof

theregioninsearchofbettereconomicconditions.Thelanguagedoesnothaveanyofficial

statusfromthecentralgovernment,thoughtheregionalgovernmentpassedalawin1990

aimedatthepromotionandprotectionofthelinguisticandculturaユheritageofPiedmont.

Provencal

Provencal(orMistralienasitissometimesknown)isspokenbymorepeoplethanany

otherOccitandialect.However,itmustbenotedthatthemajorityofthespeakersareintheir

middleages.Ethnologue:Provencalestimatesthatin1990therewereabout250,000people

fluentinthedialectinFrance,withanother800,000havingsomeknowledgeofit.Thesub-

dialectsofProvencalareNicard,MaritimeProvencal,Gavot,Rhodanien,andDauphinois.The

areainFrancewherethedialectisspokenisinthesouth-east,theprovinceofProvence,south

ofDauphine,andtheregionofNimes.工tisalsospokeninMonacoandItaly.21

Languedocien

InformationfromEthnologue:Languedocienshowsthatnomorethan10percentofthe

peopleresidinginthetraditionaldialectspeakingareacanspeakthedialecttodaywithabout

20percentclaimingsomeknowledgeofit.ZZItisspokeninMontpellier,Toulouse,Bourdeaux,

RodezandAlbi.ThefourdialectsareBasLanguedocien,LanguedocienMoyen,且aut

Languedocien,andGuyennais.Somescholarsarguethatitisaseparatelanguagefrom

Provencal.Manyofthespeakersarefoundintheruralcommunitieswithmostspeakers

classedaselderly.

Garcon

Therewerearound250,000speakersofthisdialectin1990,basedmainlyintheBearn
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regionofSouthGascony.TheGasconspeakersmadeupmorethanhalfofthepopulationof

thearea.Itwasfoundthat51percentspokeGasconwith71percentabletounderstandit.

Whenaskedwhethertheywereinfavourofmaintainingthedialect,85percentresponded

favourably.ThedialectisspokeninGascogneprovince,inareasfromMedoctothePyranees,

andfromtheAtlanticcoasttotheCatalanspeakingarea.ThedialecticalgroupsareBearanais,

AraneseandLandais.TherearesomewhoarguethatGasconisastructurallyseparate

languagefromtheotherOccitandialects.AccordingtoEthnologue:Gasconthedialectisalso

spokenintheAranesevalleyintheCatalanareaofSpain,withmorethan5,0000fthe6,000

inhabitantsofthevalleybeingeitherabletospeakitorunderstanditaccordingtotheユ991

census.Thedemographicbreakupofspeakerswas:532ages2-14,77515-29,73330-44,75045-

64,and6090ver65.認ItisreferredtoasAraneseinSpain.EuromosaicdividesAraneseinto

threesub-dialects,Baish,Mijaranes,andNaut.24

PronunciationDifferencesBetweenTheDialects

InthethreenorthernOccitandialects,Auverngat,Lemousin,andTrans-Alpine,the

pronunciationofCAinthestandardizedformofOccitanisCHAandGAisJA.Examplesof

thisareCANTAR(tosing)pronouncedasCHANTAR,andGALENA(hen)pronouncedas

JALINA.Inthesedialectsmostofthefinalconsonantsarenotpronounced.VispronouncedV,

andthefinalLbecomesU.Thedisappearanceofinitialvowelsisalsocommonplaceasin

AQUOpronouncedasQUOandUNAasNA.

InLanguedocien,themostconservativedialect,VispronouncedBlikeinSpanishand

Catalan.AnexampleofthisisVIDAbecomingBida.InsouthernLanguedocien,thefinalCH

becomesIT.Therefore,FACH(done)changestoFAIT.EasternLanguedocienisvery

similartoProvencal.

AccordingtoOccitanLanguagethenortherndialects,VispronouncedVinProvencal

andthefinalLchangestoUasinProvencalbecomingProvencau.ThefinalLHisalso

pronouncedU.TheRisnotrolledasinotherdialects,butispronouncedinasimilarwayto

standardFrench.ThefinalvowelsareoftennotpronouncedsuchasPARLARbecoming

PARLA,thesameasinthenortherndialects.ThepronunciationofOisadiphthonginmost
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Provencalspeakingareas.AnexampleofthisisBONbeingpronouncedasBWON.The

pronunciationofthefirstpersonsingularofthepresenttenseisEintheRhoneregionandIin

MaritimeProvencal.Z5

ThedialectofGascondiffersthemostfromthestandardizedOccitanformandfromthe

otherOccitandialectsaswell.ThismaybeexplainedbyitsproximitytotheBasquespeaking

landsandtosomeextenttheSpanishspeakingareas.HaasestatesthateventhoughBasque

andGasconwerecompletelydifferentlanguagestheircloseproximityinthesouth-west

resultedintheminfluencingeachotheroverthecenturies.z6

TheinitialFispronouncedHasinFILHAbecomingHILHA.ThefinalconsonantsLLare

pronouncedTH.TheLLthatappearsinthemiddleofwordschangestoR.Anexampleofthis

isBELLAbecomingBERA.TheNcominginthemiddleofwordsisoftendroppedcompletely.

ThiscanbeseeninUNAbecomingUA.TheinitialRoftenchangestoARRasinRIUto

ARRIU(river).Hassein"BasqueandGarconLanguageContact"explainsthat"Basque

wordscannotbeginwithanR.ForeignwordsareintegratedbyprefixingananaptycticE,so

theLatinloanwordrege(m)becomeserrege.BasquespeakersshiftingtoRomancewere

confrontedwithlotsofwordsbeginningwithR,whichtheycouldnotpronouncewithoutan

anaptycticvowel.SincetheydidnotuseBasqueasamodellanguage,theinsertedvoweldid

notnecessarilyhavetobeE.Actually,GarconinsertsAinsuchacontext."27QUandGUare

pronouncedKWandGWrespectively.OccitanLanguageclaimsthatanotherchangeisthe

metathesisofR.ThepositionoftheRchangesinsomewords.ThewordCAIVIBRAbecomes

CRAMBAinGascon.SimilaritieswithotherdialectchangesarethefinalLbecomingUand

thepronunciationofVasB.28
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DifferencesBetweenOccitanAndFrench

PronunciationChanges

Latin Occitan French

A(Nascum) A(Nas) E(Nes)

0(Florem) 0(Flory OE(Fleur)

E(Peram) E(Pera) WA(Poire)

AU(Auriculam) AU(Aurelha) 0(Oreille)

AI(Faitum) AU(Fait) E(Fait)

EI(Dreitum EI(Dreit) WA(Droit)

SoundSuppressioninFrench

Latin Occitan French

Caballum Caval Cheval(edropped)

Maturus Madur Mur(ddropped)

AccordingtoOrbisLatinusthetranslationofLuke15:11-32intolocaldialectsofthe

Republicwasundertakeninl805andtheywereof丘ciallypublishedin183ユ 。Fromtheseone

canseethedifferencesbetweentheFrenchandOccitandialects.

English

Andthesonsaiduntohim,Father,Ihavesinnedagainstheaven,andinthysight,andam

nomoreworthytobecalledthyson.Butthefathersaidtohisservants,Bringforththebest

robe,andputitonhim;andputaringonhishand,andshoesonhisfeet:Andbringhither

thefattedcalf,andkillit;andletuseat,andbemerry:Forthismysonwasdead,andis

aliveagain;hewaslost,andisfound.Andtheybegantobemarry.

StandardFrench

Sonfilsluiditalors:Monpere,j」aipechecontrelecieletcontrevows;jenemeriteplus

d'etreappelevotrefils.Maislepereditauxserviteurs:Allezvitechercherlaplusbellerobe

et1'enrevetez,mettez-luiaudoigtunanneau,dessouliersauxpieds.Amenezleveaugraset

tuez-le,mangeonsetfaisonsliesse.
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Auvergnet

Songarsoulidiguet:Payre,iouepetchocontrolechiaetcontrovous;etiounesepu

digned'etreappellavoutregarsou.Adonlepayrediguetensonsvali:Pourtavitelapubeto

rauboetmettatoiietmetaliunobagoaudeetdesoulardsensonspes.Menamailevedetgra

ettuale.Mangeanetfageanbouonfricot.

Gascon

Enounhilqu'eoudigouc:Mounpay,qu'eypeccatcost'oouceoedaouantbous:nousouy

pasmesdignedeounoumdebostehii.Loupayquedigoucasousbaylets:Biste,biste,

pourtatsaprumeroraouboeboutats1'oc;boutatsloulabagoaoudit,ccaoussatslou.Amiats

loubedetgran,etuatslou:minjenehascanuogran'hesto.

Provencal

Etspunfieoulidiguet:Mounpaireaipeccatcontroloucieletcontrodevous,nounsiou

pasdigned'estreappelatvouestrefieou.Alors,louperodiguetaseisdomestiquos:Adduces

sapremieroraoubo,etvestisseslou;mettes-liunebagueooudetetdesoulierseispeds.Adus-

eslouvedeougrasettuaslou,man-gensefaguemboumbanco.29

Grammar

BothFrenchandOccitanretainedthetwo-casesystemofLatin,thesubjectiveand

objective,untilthe12`hcentury,butfromthattimethedistinctionbetweenthecases

disappearedinspokenFrench.Occitanhasretaineditsfundamentalfeaturesforexample,the

agreementofadjectivesandnouns,pluralsmarkedbyadding`s'or'es'andthe

conjugationofverbs.Occitandoesnotneedtheuseofpersonalpronounstoindicatethe

personasFrenchdoes.InthisitismuchclosertoCatalanandSpanish.Occitanissimilarto

Frenchintheuseoftheverb`tobe'withreflexiveverbs.Occitanstillretainstheuseofthe

subjunctiveimperfectandtheuseoftheprogressiveaspect.BothofwhichFrenchnolonger

employs.
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Vocabulary

ThebulkofOccitanvocabularyisderivedfromLatin,butithasborrowedwordsfrom

otherlanguagesthatithascomeintocontactwithoverthecenturies.TheseincludeGerman,

especiallyinthewestareaswherethelanguageisspoken,Greek,fromwhichwordsrelating

tomedicineweretakenfrom,andpre-Latinlanguagesspokeninthearea.OccitanLanguage

statesthatthisisespeciallytrueforGascon,whichhasborrowedmanyBasquewords.Toa

lesserextent,Celticwordsweretakenintothelanguageaswell.Today,Frenchhashada

largeimpactonthelanguagewithmanyFrenchwordsfindingtheirwayintothelanguage.30

Conclusion

TheOccitanlanguageisingravedangerofdisappearing.Thecentralauthority's

disregardandsometimesevenhostileattitudetothelanguageinFrance,wherethe

overwhelmingmajorityofspeakersreside,makeitdifficultforthosewhoareseekingtohave

itrecognizedasanofficiallanguageofOccitaniaandgiveitagreaterpresenceineducation.

AccordingtoTheEuropeanBureauForLesser-UsedLanguagesthissituationpersistsinspite

ofEuropeanUnionpoliciesaimedatpreservingandpromotingthelinguisticandcultural

diversityfoundwithinitsmembercountries.31Manyfactors,particularlyeconomic,determine

whatlanguageapeoplewillchoosetospeakandnoamountoflegislationorgoodwisheswill

changethat.However,eachlinguisticsociety,includingtheOccitanspeakers,shouldhavethe

righttodeterminethecoursethattheirlanguageshouldtake,freefromoutsideinterference.

OccitanisinfactaseparatelanguagefromFrench,andthecentralgovernmentsconstant

refusaltoacknowledgeorgiveassistancetothelanguage,eithermorallyormonetarily,andits

outrighthostilityarethegreatestobstaclestothenormalizationofOccitan.Inaquestionnaire

recentlyundertakenbyEnquistassus1'emplece1'imatgede1'occitan,68percentof1,000

peoplepolledintheOccitanspeakingareareplied`yes'totheitem,whichaskedwhether

theythinkregionallanguagesshouldbegivenofficialstatus.Sixty-eightpercentanswered

`
yes'tothequestionofwhetherinternalbordersshouldbere-drawntobetterreflectthe

linguisticrealityofFrance.3zTheFrenchauthoritiesneedtochangeboththepoliciesand

attitudetowardOccitantobetterreflectthelinguisticrealitiesofFranceaswellasthe
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