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Introduction

ThispaperisgoingtolookatthelinguisticsituationintheBasqueAutonomous

Community,NavarreandIparraldea,withemphasisontheBasqueAutonomous

Community.Areastobecoveredarethehistoricalcontext,thelinguisticsituation,the

rightsthatspeakersofthelanguagehave,reasonsbehindtherevivalofthelanguage,

andthemainfocusofthispaper,theroleofeducationinthenormalizationofthe

Basquelanguagetodaywhichwillincludethelegalsituation,typesofschools,funding,

materialdevelopmentandteachingstaff.

Background

BasqueisalanguagethatisspokeninthenorthwestofSpainandthesouthwest

ofFrance.TheBasqueareawaspartitionedbetweenFranceandSpainin1598withthe

areasouthofthePyreneesbecomingpartofSpainandtheareanorthofthePyrenees

becomingpartofFrance(Bouget,1976).Basquewasspokenoveralargerareathanit

istodayandwasspreadasfarsouthasAragon,asfarwestasthewesternareaof

Cataloniaandspokeninthemid-Pyrenees.Ithasbeenestimatedthatthetraditional

Basquespeakingareathatthelanguagewasspokeninwasatleasttwicethesizeof

whatitistoday(Abaitua,1986).ThespreadoftheRomanEmpiresawthelinguistic

bordermovewestwardsandbythetimeofthefalloftheRomanEmpire,theBasque

languagehadretreatedtothenorthwesternpartofNavarre.Therewasaminirevival

ofthelanguageintheninthandtenthcenturieswithoutwardmigrationfromthe

BasquespeakingareastothesouthernpartofAlavaduetopopulationincreases.

However,thepressurefromtheSpanishlanguagesawagradualdeclineofBasquein
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Alavaandbythe1700sithadlargelydisappearedfrommostofthearea.Morere-

GentlytherehasbeenadeclineintheeastofNavarreaswell.

TheFrenchgovernmenthasattemptedtosuppresstheBasquelanguageandthecul-

turalidentityassociatedwithit.TheFrenchgovernmenthasfollowedapolicyof

Francophonizationofallitsminoritylinguisticgroups,i.e.,Catalan,Basque,Breton,

andresistsanymovestowardautonomyforthem.Thispolicystartedin1865afterthe

overthrowoftheFrenchmonarchywiththepurposeoferadicatingallregionallan-

guagesandincorporatingthepeopleintotheFrenchnation.(Bourget,1976).The

Frenchgovernmenthasforthefirsttimerecentlyadministeredaquestionnaireseeking

tofindoutthenumberofspeakersofregionallanguagesinFrance.

ThegeographicallossthatBasquehasexperiencedinSpainhascomeaboutfrom

bothpoliticalandsocialreasons.TheSpanishstate'streatmentofitsminoritylinguis-

ticgroups,i.e.,Catalan,Galician,andBasqueoverthecenturieshasswungbetween

grantingsomedegreeofautonomytooutrightsuppression.Theintermittentrepres-

SionofthelanguagebeganinearnestinSpainintheeighteenthcenturyduringthe

Bourbonerawhenthelanguagewasbannedfromalladministrativeandeducational

functionsandresultedinasocialstigmathatbecameassociatedwithspeakingthelan-

guage.Theeliteofsociety,unliketheirCatalanequivalents,increasinglyswitchedto

Spanishasthepreferredmediumofcommunicationforuseinpolitical,businessandso-

cialsettings.Basquecametobeseenasnotbeingsuitableforuseinamodernsociety,

anditsspeakersasuneducatedandrural.

AccordingtoClark(1981),therewerebetween400,000and650,000speakersof

Basqueinthemid19thcentury,andthisappearstohaveremainedstableuntilthe

1930s.UnderFranco'srulethelanguagewasvigorouslysuppressed,forcingitintoa

steepdecline.Theresultantsuppressioncausedaseveresocio-linguisticcrisisforthe

languageinitsheartland.Duringthe1950sand1960slargenumbersofSpanishspeak-

ingpeoplefromotherpartsofSpainmovedtothetraditionalBasquespeakingareas,

whichputfurtherpressureonthelanguage(Amorrortu2002).Thisinfluxofimmi-

grantswasnotonlyintotheindustrializedcitiesbutalsointotheruralcommunities
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whereBasquestillremainedthelanguageofcommunity.

Thelinguisticsituationvariedacrosstheregionintheearly1980s.Only10per

centofthepeopleinthelargestcityintheregion,Bilboa,spokeBasque,andmuchless

inAlavaitself.ThesituationinBizkaiawasmuchhigherwith50percentofthepeo-

plespeakingthelanguageinmiddle-sizedtownsandthecountryside.IntheSan

Sebastionareabetween25-50percentofthepeoplespokethelanguage.

LinguisticSituation:BasqueAutonomousCommunityandNavarre

AlookatTablesAandBbelowshowthatthenumberofspeakersofBasquein

Spainhasincreasedoverthe20-yearperiodfrom197('x1996.Theprovincewiththemost

speakers,Gipuzkoa,hasexperiencedasmallincreaseoftwopercent.Thepercentage

ofspeakersinBizkaiahasincreasedbyfivepercent.Navarrehasseenanincreaseof

threepercentandAraba,wherethenumberofspeakerswasverylow,haswitnessed

thebiggestincreasewithsevenpercent.ThepercentageofBasquespeakersinBasque

Countryis23.4percent.Thisshowsanincreaseoffourpercent.Thelossofspeakers

hasbeenarrestedanditseemsfromthesefiguresthatthelanguagemaybeenteringa

periodofstability,ifnotrevival.

SpeakerNumbers1996

TableATheNumberofBasqueSpeakersin1996

Areas
Total

Population

Pop.over2

yearsofage

TotalBasque

Speakers

Percentageof

BasqueSpeakers

BAC* 2,104,041 2,068,927 543,617 26.3

Araba 272,447 267,557 22,995 8.6

Bizkaia 1,155,106 1,136,358 215,219 :・

Gipuzkoa 676,488 665,012 305,403 45.9

Navarre 519,277 501,989 50,951 10.5

BasqueCountry 2,872,593 2,783,316 650,768 23.4

*BAC=BasqueAutonomousCommunity

(FigurescompiledfromGardner,2002a)
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SpeakerNumbers1976

TableBTheNumberofBasqueSpeakersin1976

Total

Population

Pop.over2

yearsofage

TotalBasque

Speakers

Percentageof

BasqueSpeakers

BAC 1,914,000 N/A 418,935 21.2

Araba 204,000 N/A 1,863 0.9

Bizkaia 1,043,000 N/A 215,219 13.4

Gipuzkoa 631,000 N/A 271,330 43.9

Navarre 465,000 N/A 36,143 7.8

BasqueCountry 2,379,000 N/A 455,078 19.2

(FigurescompiledfromClark,1981;andVila,1986)

LinguisticSituation:Iparraldea

GraphAbelowshowsthatthenumberofBasquespeakersinIparraldea,France

hadfallenby15,000between1991and2001.ThenumberofFrenchspeakingmonolin-

gualsin2001wasabout75percentoftheregion'spopulationaccordingtoGraphB.It

showsthelinguisticcompetenceinBasqueofthetotalpopulationofIparraldea.

Bilingualspeakers'competenceinthelanguagehasalsodecreasedoverthesameten-

yearperiod.ThesituationislookinggraveforthefutureofthelanguageinFrance.

Thelanguageisspokenintheruralcommunitiesandtransmissionofthelanguageto

theyoungisfalling.Itisfastbecomingalanguageoftheelderly.Thenumberofim-

migrantscomingintotheareahasrenderedtheBasquesaminorityintheirownregion

with64percentofthepeopleclassifiedasnon-nativetotheregion.In1997itwases-

timatedthatpeopleaged50andovermadeupalmost60percentoftheBasquespeak-

ersinthearea.Comparethattothellpercentforspeakersundertheageof16and

thepicturebecomesclear(Pooley,2003).
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GraphATheNumberofFrenchBilingualsinIparraldea

*FrenchBilingual=Frenchisthemainlanguage

BalancedBilingual=Bothlanguagesareequal
BasqueBilingual=Basqueisthemainlanguage

(AdaptedfromHizkuntzEskubideenBehatokia,2007)

GraphBBasqueLanguageCompetenceinIparraldea

(AdaptedfromHizkuntzEskubideenBehatokia,2007)
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ReasonsfortheRevivalinBasqueAutonomousCommunityandNavarre

Reasonsfortherevivalarecomplexandalthoughtheautonomousgovernment's

supportofBasquehasbeenapositivefactor,therewouldbenorevivalwithoutthesup-

portoftheordinarypeopleoftheregion.Irishisagoodexampleofthis.TheIrish

governmentsupportedthelanguagethroughlegislationandeducation,andalthoughthe

Irishpeoplesupportedtheideainprinciple,theyneverreallygotbehindtheideain

practice.Reasonsforthisarevaried,butoneimportantfactoristhattheIrishfeel

`l
rish'eventhroughthemediumoftheEnglishlanguage.Inotherwords,theiriden-

titsasIrishisinnowaycompromisedbythelanguagetheyspeak.

TheBasques,ontheotherhand,feeldifferently.ThelossofBasquemadethepeo-

pleconsciousofthelossofbeingdistinctiveandequatedthelossofthelanguagewith

alossofidentity.Thelinguisticmovementsemphasizedtheaffectivedimensionofa

languageasoneofbelongingtoagroup(Tejerina,1996).Peoplewhohadnottrans-

mutedthelanguagetotheirchildrenencouragedtheirchildrentolearnthelanguage,

orthosewhohadnotacquiredthelanguagefromtheirparentswantedtolearnit.The

non-nativeBasqueimmigrantsalsowantedtointegrateintotheiradoptedsocietyfor

botheconomicandsocialreasonsandthereforeoptedtolearnthelanguage.Thiswas

veryimportantgiventhelargenumberofimmigrantspresentintheregion.Theurban

younghavebeenimportantinchangingtheperceptionofthelanguageasruralinna-

tureandthereforenotsuitableforamodernindustrializedsociety.Theseyoungpeople

werepoliticallyandsociallyactiveandusedthelanguageinbothofthesesettings

(Amorrortu,2002).

LinguisticRights:AutonomousBasqueCommunity

WiththeamendingoftheSpanishconstitutionin1978recognizingmultilingualism

inSpain,theBasqueAutonomousCommunitywasestablished,whichincludedtheprov-

incesofAraba,Bizkaia(Biscay)andGipuzkoa.TheBasqueAutonomousgovernment

passedthelinguisticlawof1979,whichrecognizedthebasicrightofallcitizenstouse

BasquealongsideSpanishbothorallyandinwriting.Thelinguisticrightsactafforded
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tothecitizenstherighttobeeducatedineitherBasqueorSpanish.Italsogavethem

therighttoaddressthemselvesineitherofthelanguagestoanyadministrativebody

intheBasqueAutonomousCommunityandinanymeetingheldpublicly.Therightto

haveaccesstoallformsofmediainBasquewasalsoguaranteed(Euromosaic,2000).

In1982theparliamentoftheBasqueAutonomousCommunitypassedtheact,calledthe

normalizationoftheBasquelanguage,whichoutlinedthegeneralplanningguidelinesto

becarriedoutbygovernmentbodiestoensurethatBasquewasgiventhesamestatus

asSpanish.AnadvisoryboardwascreatedtoregulatetheuseofBasqueinthemedia

andeducation.

Linguisticrights:Navarre

TheprovinceofNavarrewasalsogivenspecialstatusundertheamendmentofthe

constitutionof1978.ThegovernmentofNavarrepassedtheBasqueactin1986,which

gaveequalstatustoBasquealongsideSpanish(Mosaic,2007).Thisgavethepeopleliv-

ingintheBasquespeakingnorthoftheprovincetherighttohaveBasquetaughtin

schoolsandtherighttouseitinadministration.Itwasgiventhesamestatusasin

theBasqueAutonomousCommunity.Inthemixedarea,wherebothlinguisticcommu-

nitiesreside,BasqueisrecognizedaspartoftheculturalheritageofNavarreandpeople

havetherighttoaddressthemselvesinBasqueinfrontofpublicadministrativebodies.

TheyalsohavetherighttoaBasquemediumeducation.Thelanguagedoesnot,how-

ever,sharethesamelegalstatusasintheBasque-speakingregionofNavarre.

Linguisticrights:Iparraldea

IparraldeaiscomprisedoftheprovincesofLapurdi,ZuberoaandNavarreBeherea.

TheBasquelanguageisrecognizedasaregionallanguage,butithasnotbeengiven

anylegalstandingalongsideFrenchinIparraldeabythecentralgovernmentandthere

arenosignsofthatchanginginthefuture.Thepeoplehavenoconstitutionalrightto

usethelanguageintheirdealingswithpublicadministrativebodiesnortohaveitin-

cludedintheeducationalsystem.Anyactionthatistakenhastobedoneonalocal
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level,butlocalauthoritiesdonothaveverymuchauthorityintheareaoflanguagepol-

icyasmostdecisionscomefromthecentralgovernmentinParis.

EducationalSystem:BasqueAutonomousCommunityPre-1983

Priorto1983,theteachingoftheBasquelanguagewasconfinedtotheIkastolas,a

systemofprivatelyrunschoolsestablishedin1960.TwotypesofIkastolaswerecre-

ated:one,gaueskolas,aimedatteachingadultsBasqueasasecondlanguageatnight

schools,andtheother,Ikastolas,toinstructchildreninBasque(Amorrortu,2002).

DuetothenumberofchildrenwhowerenotfunctionalintheBasquelanguage,instruc-

tionoftenhadtobecarriedoutbilinguallyinbothBasqueandSpanish(Yarrowand

Iram,1987).Duetoalackoffundingfromthecentralauthorities,tuitionwascostly

andchildrenwhoattendedtheseschoolsweremainlyfromthemiddleandupperclasses.

FromamodestbeginningofonlyafewIkastolasintheearly1960s,thenumberhadin-

creasedtoseveralhundredbytheearly1980s.GipuzkoahadthemostIkasolaswith77

andArabatheleastwith29(Vila,1986).In1993,thegovernmentoftheBasque

AutonomousregionpassedanactonBasquestateschools,whichforcedthepreviously

independentIkasolastoeitherjointhepublicschoolsectorortheprivateschoolsector.

Thiseffectivelyputanendtotheirindependence(Gardner,2002a).

TheEducationActof1983

UndertheBasqueEducationAct,threemodelsofschoolswereestablishedtoac-

countforthedifferentlinguisticgroupsinthearea.ModelAallowsforclassestobe

taughtinSpanish,thoughBasquecanbeusedforextracurriculaactivities.Basqueis

taughtasasecondlanguageforuptofivehoursaweek.ModelBallowsforclasses

tobetaughtinbothBasqueandSpanish.Althoughbothlanguagesaresupposedtobe

usedabout50percentofthetimeininstruction,thisvariesfromschooltoschooland

regiontoregion.TheseschoolsweresetupforSpanishspeakerswhowantedtobe-

comefluentspeakersofBasque.ModelDallowsforclassestobetaughtexclusivelyin

Basque.Spanishistaughtasasecondlanguageforuptofivehoursperweek.There
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areanumberofSpanishfirstlanguagespeakersintheseschoolsstudyingalongside

Basquenativespeakers.Thesystemcanbeseenasatotalimmersionprogrammefor

theformerandalanguagemaintenanceprogrammeforthelatter(Vidal,2002).

GraphsCdemonstratesthechangesthathavetakenplaceinthenumberofstudents

attendingeachofthethreemodelsofschoolsbetween1983and2003.

GraphCBasqueEducationalModels

(AdaptedfromEUSTAT2005andGardner2002a)

Theabovefiguresarefortheperiod1983to2003.Thesefiguresshowthatthe

numberofstudentsoptingfortheSpanishonlymediumteachingmodelhasfallenby

twothirdsovera20-yearperiod.The1983figurewasabout320,000andthe2003figure

was105,000.Thebilingualmodelhasshownaslightincreaseinthenumberofstudents

attendingthatmodelofschool,withanincreasesomewhereintheregionof10,0000ver

thesameperiodoftime.ThebiggestgainwasintheBasqueonlymediumschools,
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whichtrebledfromjustover50,000studentsin1983to150,000in2003.Thenumberof

studentsattendingtheBasqueonlymediumschoolmodelhasshownaconsistentin-

creaseyearonyearthroughoutthe20-yearperiod.

Alookatthebreakdownforstudentsbetweentheagesof3-14inGraphDdemon-

stratesbyjusthowmuchtheBasqueonlymediummodelhasprogressed.Thefollow-

inggraphwilldemonstratethisprogression.

GraphD TheNumberofUnder15YearOldStudentsintheBasqueEducationalModels

(AdaptedfromGardner2002a)

ThemoveawayfromSpanishonlymediumschoolsismorepronouncedintheunder

15schoolagebracket.Thenumberofstudentsinthebilingualmodelissimilartothe

overallfigureforallagesofstudents.However,theBasquemediummodelhasbecome

theleadingformofeducationamongtheyoungergenerationwith45percentofstu-

dentsinthisagebracketattendingtheseschools.Thisshowsanincreaseofjustover
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twoandahalftimes.

AccordingtoEUSTAT(2008),thestudentpassratesintherespectivemedium

schoolsforgeneraleducationintheprimarysystemareasfollows:Spanishlanguage

mediumstudentshadapassrateof96percent,thesameasthemixedlanguageme-

diumstudentsaccordingto2006-2007figures.TheBasquelanguagemediumschoolstu-

dentshada97percentpassrate.Accordingtothesefigures,studyinginBasquedoes

notdisadvantageBasquemediumprimaryschoolstudents.

InthesecondaryschoolsystemstudentsstudyingthroughBasquehadaneightper

centbetterpassratingthantheSpanishmediumschoolstudentswhohada90percent

successrate.Themixedlanguagemediumschoolstudentshad87percent.Ithasbeen

foundthattherearenosignificantdifferencesbetweenthemodelsinthelevelattained

inmathematicsandsocialsciences.ThenumberofstudentsinModelDschoolsonlyac-

countfor18percent,markedlylowerthantheprimarylevel,butthisfigurehasrisen

fromthreepercentin1983.Researchhasalsoshownthatthelevelofproficiencyin

Basquevariesacrossthethreemodels.StudentsinmodelDarethemostproficientin

BasquewhilestudentsinModelAaretheleastproficient.Withtheincreaseinthe

numberofstudentsoptingforModelDschools,thelanguageproficiencyofyoung

Basquesasawholeshouldincreaseinthefuture.

Intheuniversitysystem,Basqueistaughtincollegesofeducation,andinsomede-

partmentsofuniversitiesitisthelanguageusedasthemediumofinstruction.The

UniversityoftheBasqueCountryhasalmost40percentofthecurriculumtaughtin

Basque.StudentshavetherighttosubmitpapersandsitforexaminationsinBasque.

ThedistributionofBasquemediumschoolsvariesaccordingtogeography,ageand

schooltype.TheareaswithhighconcentrationsofBasquespeakerstendtohavea

highpercentageofchildrenenrolledinBasque-mediumschools.Theyoungergeneration

ofstudentshasahigherrepresentationintheBasquemediumschoolsthantheirolder

compatriots.ThepublicorgovernmentrunschoolshaveahigherproportionofBasque

mediumschoolsthantheprivatelyrunschools.
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EducationalSystem:Navarre

Inthenon-Basquespeakingareaoftheprovince,thelanguageisofferedasasub-

jectandthepolicyhereissimilartothemixedspeakingarea.Itwasnotuntil1990

thattheNavarregovernmentassumedfullresponsibilityforeducation.Theysetup

schoolsmodeledonthoseintheBasqueAutonomousCommunity.Thefollowingtable

willshowthepercentageofstudentsstudyingBasqueasasubjectandthosebeing

taughtclassesinit.

TableCTheFunctionofBasqueinEducationalLevels

Nursery Primary Secondary Tertiary

BasqueasSubject 14% 10% 4% 1%

BasqueAsMedium 23% 16% 10% 4%

(AdaptedfromEuromosaic,2000)

TheBasquespeakingareaofNavarreaccountsfor79percentofthechildrenen-

rolledinBasquemediumpre-schools.Thenumberis16percentforthemixedareaand

fivepercentfortheSpanishspeakingpartofNavarre.Figuresforsecondaryschools

arenotavailable,butthemajorityofthestudentsinBasquemediumsecondaryschools

wouldmostlikelybefoundintheBasquespeakingarea.Keepinginmindthatthesys-

temdidnotbeginuntilafter1990,itcanbeexpectedthatthenumberofstudentsin

Basquemediumsecondaryschoolsshouldincreaseasthoseattendingprimaryschool

movethroughthesystem.Atthetertiarylevel,Basqueisonlyusedasthelanguage

ofinstructioninafewcolleges.Thelanguageismainlyconfinedtoteachertraining

courses.However,asinthecaseofsecondaryschools,thenumberofcoursescouldrise

inthefutureastheprimaryschoolagechildrenreachtheagelevelforuniversity.

EducationalSystem:Iparraldea

ItisthelocalgovernmentswithintheregionthatmustfindaroleforBasque

withintheeducationalsystemgiventhecentralgovernment'scompletelackofinterest.
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ThereisnosysteminplaceasthereisintheBasqueAutonomousCommunityand

Navarre.TherearesomepublicschoolsthatuseBasqueasthemediumofinstruction,

butthevastmajorityofschoolseducatethroughFrench.Thereissomeprovisionfor

theteachingofthelanguageasasubjectinsomepublicschoolsaswell.Theprivate

schoolsystemismoreactiveintheuseofBasque,especiallyatthepre-schoolandpri-

marsschoollevel.Itisestimatedthatthereareabout3,000studentsstudyingBasque

intheprivatesystematpresent.TheassociationofBasqueschools,Seaska,has18

schoolsunderitscontrol.Thesystememploys90teachersandhasanenrollmentof

1,300students(Euromosaic,2000).Thereareevenfewerschoolsatthesecondarylevel

whereBasqueisusedasthelanguageofinstructionortaughtasasubject.Thereis

onlyoneschool,whichhasBasqueasacompulsorysubject.Atthetertiarylevel,the

InstituteofBasqueStudiesistheonlyinstitutionthathasaprogrammeforBasque

studies.Ironically,BordeauxUniversity,notsituatedintheBasqueregion,recentlyset

upabachelor'sdegreecourseaswellamaster'sdegreecourseinBasque.

LanguagePlanning:BasqueAutonomousCommunity

TheBasqueAutonomousgovernment'spolicytowardlanguageplanningcanbe

dividedintothreesections,publicopinion,equalityandintervention(Hizkuntza

PolitikarakoSailordetza,1997).Policiesthatareimplementedneedtohavethebacking

ofthemajorityofthepopulationfortworeasons.Thefirstisthatitisademocratic

societyandthewillofthepeoplemustberespected,andthesecondisthatwithoutthe

supportofthepeople,thelanguagepolicywillnotbeoverlysuccessful.Whereinequali-

tiesexist,thegovernmentwilltakeactiontoensurethattheBasquelanguagehasthe

samestandingasSpanish.Thisentailsthepassingoflawsandregulationsanddistrib-

utingfundswherenecessary.However,thegovernmentpreferstorelyonthelocal

communitiestoredresssituationsastheyarisefortworeasons.Oneisthatthereis

onlysomuchacentralizedgovernmentcando,andgrassrootsupportofthelanguage

inbothuseandorganizationisseenasparamounttoensuringthesuccessfulreintro-

ductionofBasqueintoeverydaysocialsettings.
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Funding

OneadvantagethatthegovernmentoftheBasqueAutonomousCommunityhas

overotherminoritylanguagegroupsandautonomousgovernmentsistherighttoraise

taxesdirectly.Morethan90percentofalltaxescollectedbytheAutonomousgovern-

mentremainintheregion.TheBasquegovernmentaccountsfor72percentofall

spendingrelatingtothepromotionoftheBasquelanguage.Provincialgovernmentsac-

countforjustoverninepercent,thecapitalsthreeandahalfpercentandthelocal

councilsjustunder16percent.Thecostsinpercentagetermsoftotalbudgetoutlays

foreachgovernmentlevelisnearlytwopercentforlocalcouncils,lessthanoneper

centforprovincialandprovincialcapitalgovernments,andaboutoneandahalfper

centfortheBasqueAutonomousgovernment(EAS,2007).Sixtypercentofthegov-

ernmentbudgetisspentontheBasquizationoftheregionandincreasingtheliteracy

levelamongthepopulation.

TeachingStaff

WhentheBasqueAutonomousgovernmentadoptedthethreemodelsofeducation

fortheprimaryandsecondaryschoolsystemsitwasfacedwithaseriouslackofteach-

ersqualifiedtoteacharangeofsubjectsintheBasquelanguage.Inordertorectify

thesituation,theBasquegovernmentlookedtotheuniversitiesandteachingcollegesto

remedythesituation.Upuntilthistimeitwasmainlythecollegesthatwereresponsi-

bleforteachertraining.Thegovernmentchangedthisbyalsomakinguniversitiesre-

sponsibleforeducatingBasque-speakingteacherswhowouldbeabletoteachvarious

academicdisciplines.Thegovernmentalsoinitiatedalargeprogrammefortheretrain-

ingofexistingteachers.ThishasmeantthatSpanishmonolingualteacherswishingto

becometeachershadtobetrainedtoworkintheBasquelanguage(Aldekoaand

Gardner2002).Toqualifyforateachingpostatapublicschool,aprospectiveteacher

mustfirstattainalevelonewhichisawardedtothosewhohavebeendeemedtohave

acompletecommandofthelanguageasameansofcommunication.Leveltwois

awardedtothosewhoaredeemedtohavemasteredthelanguageandhavetheability
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touseitasavehicleofinstruction.Theteachersmustalsohaveanindepthknowl-

edgeofthehistoryandcultureoftheBasquecountryandthepluralisticlinguistic

situationpresentintheregion.

MaterialDevelopment

WhentheBasqueAutonomousgovernmentembarkedonitsplantopromotethe

languageineducationtherewerefewmaterialsavailabletotheteachingstafftousein

thevarioussubjectsonthecurriculumi.e.,books,videos,software.Thegovernment

haveencouragedthedevelopmentofthesematerialsthroughgrantstodeveloperstoen-

surethatthereareplentyofmaterialavailableinBasqueandtoensurethatthecost

ofthesematerialsiscomparabletothoseinSpanish.TheBasqueLanguageService,a

sectionwithintheDirectorateforLanguageInnovation,isresponsibleforthegivingof

grantstovariousorganizationstofacilitatethedevelopmentofteachingmaterials

(ALTE,2008).Atthepresenttime,boththegovernmentandthepeopleintheBasque

Autonomouscommunityseemwillingtocovertheseextracosts.Peoplesometimes

questionthecostoffinancingsuchapolicyaspursuedbytheBasqueAutonomousgov-

ernment,butastudydonebyFrancoisGrin(2004)oftheUniversityofGenevafound

thattheadditiontotheoveralleducationbudgetwasonlyfourpercentperstudent.

Media:BasqueAutonomousCommunity,NavarreandIparraldeaPublications

TheeducationsystemcanlaythefoundationsforthenormalizationofBasque

usage,butwithoutthepresenceofthelanguageintheform,thenormalizationprocess

willberestricted.InOctoberof2005,asixthBasquelanguagedailynewspaper,

BusturialdekoHitza,beganpublication.TheotherBasquelanguagedailynewspapers

availableareTolosaldekoEta,LeitzaldekoHitza,OarsoaldekoHitza,Lea-ArtibaiEta,

MutrikukoHitza,UrolaKostakoHitzaandGoierrikoHitza(Mercator,2006).The

numberofprintedmaterialincludingnewspapers,magazinesandjournalsthatarepub-

lisheddaily,weeklyormonthlyhaveincreasedtremendouslyinthepastdecade.The

topicsthatarerepresentedbythesepublicationscoverawholerangeofinterests.
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Examplesofsomeofthetopicsincludemusic,religion,comics,history,cultureandlei-

sure.AbreakdownbyareaisshowninthefollowingTableD.

TableDBasquePublications

Region Total Weekly/Monthly LessFrequent

Araba 2 1 1

Bizkaia 19 14 5

Gipuzkoa 37 35 2

Navarre 6 4 2

Iparraldea 2 1 1

BasqueRegion 45 25 20

Total 111 80 31

(Figuresbasedon2004datafromEAS,2005)

ThefiguresshowthattheareaswheretheBasquespeakingpopulationiscentred

havethemostpublications,namelyGipuzkoa.Araba,theweakestintermsofliteracy

inBasqueofthethreeprovincesthatmakeuptheBasqueAutonomouscommunity,has

averylownumberofpublications.ThesituationinIparraldeaisevenworsewithonly

threepublicationsavailable.Theregionalnewspaper,Sud-Oust,hassomearticleswrit-

teninBasque.TherearenofiguresavailabletoindicatehowmanyoftheBasquere-

gionwidepublicationsareavailableinAraba,NavarreorIparraldea,noristheirany

informationonhowmanycopiesaresold.

TelevisionandRadio:BasqueAutonomousCommunity,NavarreandIparraldea

Peopleinmostcountriestodayspendalotoftheirfreetimewatchingthetelevision

andtoalesserextentlisteningtotheradio.IftheBasquelanguageistocontinueits

resurgencethenitneedstohavegreaterrepresentationinthesemedia.

ThemajorityofradiostationsintheBasqueregionbroadcastsolelyinSpanish,but

thereisnowonestationthatbroadcaststhroughouttheBasqueregioninBasqueexclu-

sively.ItisapublicownedstationcalledEuskadiIrratiaandithasanaudienceof
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84,000(Euromosaic,2000).Twoprivatelyownedradiostationsalsobroadcastonlyin

Basque.ThecreationofEuskalTelebista,atelevisionchannel,transmittingitsentire

selectionofprogrammesintheBasquelanguage,wasanimportantstepinincreasing

theprofileofthelanguage.Ithasaviewingaudienceofover200,000,whichrepresents

anllpercentshareofthetelevisionmarket.Thereis,however,verylittleprogram-

minginBasqueonthestateownedtelevisionnetworkorontheprivatelyownedsta-

tions.TherearenotelevisionstationsinsideNavarrethatbroadcastprogrammessolely

inBasque.EuskadiIrratia,thetelevisionstationsituatedintheBasqueAutonomous

community,canbereceivedinsideNavarre.However,theregionalstation,Television

Espanola,broadcastssomeprogrammesinBasque.InIparraldeathereisonlyonepub-

licradiostationthatairsprogrammesinBasqueonaregularbasis.Thestation,Radio

FrancePays,transmitsintheBasquelanguageanhourperday.Threeprivateradio

stationsairBasquelanguageprogrammesforupto100hoursperweek.

Conclusion

TheBasquelanguagefindsitselfinamuchmorestablesituationtodaythanitwas

attheendoftheFrancoerainSpain,especiallywithintheareagovernedbytheBasque

Autonomousgovernment.Thisiscauseforoptimismregardingthefutureofthelan-

guage.Thereasonsfortheimprovedsituationaremany.Thelanguagehasofficial

statusalongsideSpanishintheareasthatitisspoken.Thishasenabledthelocalgov-

ernmentstopasslegislationtoensurethelanguage'suseinallfacetsoflifesuchasthe

legalsystem,theeducationalsystemandthebureaucraticsystem.Thelanguagehasa

centralrolewithintheeducationalsystemwherebystudentscananddohavetheright

tobeeducatedintheirownlanguageiftheysowish.Thenumberofschoolswhich

haveclassestaughtthroughtheBasquelanguagehavebeenincreasingsteadilyoverthe

yearswhilethenumberofschoolsthatteachthroughtheSpanishlanguagehavebeen

decreasing.Therehasalsobeenachangeintheattitudeofthepeopleintheregion,

bothBasquesandNon-Basquesalike.Basquepeoplenowwanttheirchildrentolearn

thelanguage,eveniftheythemselvesdonotspeakit.Non-Basqueswhoare
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immigrantsfromotherregionsofSpainseebotheconomicaswellassocialbenefitsin

learningthelanguage.BasqueisstillnotusedasmuchasSpanishinthemedia,but

heretootherehasbeensomeimprovementovertheyears.
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