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Abstract What is the origin of competitiveness of Japanese enterprises? The opinions
between scholars and business persons are different. But there is a common keyword in
the opinions. It is innovation. However, when we explain the strength and weakness of
Japanese enterprises with the viewpoint, the inconvenience took place. Therefore, this
paper tried to argue these problems with a viewpoint of the structure of innovation.
Generally speaking, Japanese enterprises are strong in product innovation and process

innovation, but are weak in business innovation and social innovation.

Key words Japanese, enterprise, innovation, strength, weakness
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