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Abstraet The aim of this paper is to qualitatively analyze the changes in the struc-
ture of the Japanese bus market in these ten years under deregulated environment.
We first review the structure of Japanese bus market until 1990s, under the regula-
tion called “demand-supply balancing.” Secondly we survey the debate over and
the main contents of the deregulation policy implemented in 2002. Next we exam-
ine the consequences brought by the deregulation, with a particular focus on new en-
tries and competition. We indicate that, in effect, there has been little change in
the structure of Japanese bus market so far. In conclusion, we consider why this
happens from the viewpoint of institutional changes, in preparation for quantita-

tive analyses.
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